
INTRODUCTION TO 
COURSE PLANNING



WHAT SHOULD I TAKE?
CONSIDERATIONS:

1. FAL and/or FAN 



WRITING (W) COURSES
PHIL 120W - MORAL & LEGAL 

PROBLEMS

QUANTITATIVE (Q) COURSES
PHIL 105 – CRITICAL THINKING

FAL & FAN



ADVISING TRANSCRIPT



MISSING FAN X99 
!!

ADVISING TRANSCRIPT



WRITING (W) COURSES
PHIL 120W - MORAL & LEGAL 

PROBLEMS

QUANTITATIVE (Q) COURSES
PHIL 105 - Critical Thinking

FAL & FAN



FAL & FAN SUMMARY
1. Download your Advising Transcript from GoSFU 

2. Check for FAL & FAN credits

3. If you are MISSING FAL or FAN, complete these courses ASAP.  

SFU requires you to fulfill FAL/FAN within three enrolled terms!

For those entering SECOND TERM, take advantage of your “first year 
enrollment priority” before you lose it.  

Failure to have FAL and FAN completed by your 3rd term will result in being 
BLOCKED FROM ENROLLMENT!  



CONSIDERATIONS:

1. FAL and/or FAN 

2. Program requirements and declaration

WHAT SHOULD I TAKE?



intended

What does “intended” mean?  When and how do I “declare” my major?

required 
lower division 
courses + GPA 

declared
lower division & 
upper division 

courses
graduation

Departmental 
Academic Advising

FASS + Student Services 
Academic Advising

INTENDED vs DECLARED



Bachelor of Arts   WQB - Yes
BA   ARTS
Placeholder - Bachelor of Arts
DBA
Intended Plan - English 

ENGLMAJINT

ADVISING TRANSCRIPT

Bachelor of Arts   WQB - Yes
Placeholder - Bachelor of Arts
Intended Plan - English



FOLLOW ALONG: 
LOOK UP REQUIREMENTS
IN THE SFU ACADEMIC 
CALENDAR 



DECLARING MY MAJOR



Bachelor of Arts   WQB - Yes
BA   ARTS
Placeholder - Bachelor of Arts
DBA
Intended Plan - English

ENGLMAJINT

UGRD
14.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
14.0
0.0
0.0

( 28.00/ 14.0)2.000

MOVING FROM INTENDED TO DECLARED

intended
required 

lower division 
courses + GPA 

declared

Bachelor of Arts   WQB - Yes
Placeholder - Bachelor of Arts
Intended - English

Bachelor of Arts   WQB - Yes
Placeholder - Bachelor of Arts
Major - English



CONSIDERATIONS

1. FAN and/or FAL 

2. Program requirements and declaration

3. Exploration / Breadth (WQB)

WHAT TO TAKE?



DEGREE STRUCTURE
DEGREE = 120 UNITS

MAJOR = ~60-80 UNITS

ELECTIVES

MINOR = ~30 UNITS

W
W

B

Q

B

B

B

Q

B
B



BREADTH: 6 units of B-SOC

6 units of B-
HUM

6 units of B-
SCI

6 units of 
 

WQB RECAP

QUANTITATIVE:  6 units of Q coursework

WRITING:    6 units of W 
coursework  

EXAMPLE WQB COURSES FOR  
THIS STUDENT’S COURSELOAD

W: ENGL 111W  /  WL 101W

Q: PHIL 105  +  __________

B-SOC: __________ +  __________

B-HUM: WL 101W  /  HIST 101

B-SCI: PHIL 105 +  __________

ADD-B: __________ +  __________



WQB COURSES

https://www.sfu.ca/ugcr/for_faculty/certified_wqb_courses.html


WHAT TO TAKE?
CONSIDERATIONS

1. FAN and/or FAL 

2. Program requirements and declaration

3. Exploration / Breadth (WQB) 

4. Course Outlines 



COURSE OUTLINES 
http://www.sfu.ca/outlines.html

http://www.sfu.ca/outlines.html


COURSE REPEAT POLICY
● Limit of 5 repeat attempts MAXIMUM 

● May repeat a course only ONCE 

● Only the higher grade will be included in GPA calculation 

● Thinking of repeating a course? 
→ Talk to an academic advisor first! 



Considerations: 
Academic Standing

Minimum Grade Requirements 
(e.g. C- min) 

Minimum GPA required for 
declaration (e.g. CGPA 2.25)

COURSE LOAD 
& GPA

Search “SFU GPA Calculator”



PREPARING FOR ENROLLMENT

1. FAL and FAN

2. Requirements of Intended Program

3. Electives / WQB / Secondary Programs

4. Check course outlines

5. Assess course load 

6. Use MySchedule to create more than one schedule 

with back-up courses



Questions 
about 

Philosophy?
Email Laura at philmgr@sfu.ca
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