
Week Date Sections 
from FS2009

Part/ References Topic/Sections Notes/Speaker

1 Sept 7 I.1, I.2, I.3 Combinatorial 
Structures
FS: Part A.1, A.2
Comtet74
Handout #1
(self study)

Symbolic methods

2 14 I.4, I.5, I.6 Unlabelled structures

3 21 II.1, II.2, II.3 Labelled structures I

4 28 II.4, II.5, II.6 Labelled structures II

5 Oct 5 III.1, III.2 Combinatorial 
parameters
FS A.III
(self-study)

Combinatorial 
Parameters Asst #1 Due

6 12 IV.1, IV.2 Multivariable GFs

7 19 IV.3, IV.4 Analytic Methods
FS: Part B: IV, V, VI 
Appendix B4
Stanley 99: Ch. 6
Handout #1
(self-study)

Complex Analysis

8 26
IV.5 V.1

Singularity Analysis

9 Nov 2 Asymptotic methods Asst #2 Due

10
9 VI.1 Sophie

12 A.3/ C

Random Structures 
and Limit Laws
FS: Part C
(rotating 
presentations)

Introduction to Prob. Mariolys

11
18 IX.1 Limit Laws and Comb Marni

20 IX.2 Discrete Limit Laws Sophie

12
23 IX.3 Combinatorial 

instances of discrete Mariolys

25 IX.4 Continuous Limit Laws Marni

13 30 IX.5 Quasi-Powers and 
Gaussian limit laws Sophie

14 Dec 10 Presentations Asst #3 Due

Dr. Marni MISHNA, Department of Mathematics, SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY
Version of: 11-Dec-09

 

f acul ty of  sc ience   MATH 895-4 Fall 2010
depar tment of  mathemat ics  Course  ScheduleMATH 304 MIDTERM 1 REVIEW QUESTIONS

Redo all homework assignments again to prepare for the midterm. Below are questions for additional practice.

1. Consider the following two arrangements of the 15-puzzle, one is solvable and the other is not. Determine
which puzzle is not solvable (justify why using Theorems in the course). For the solvable puzzle Write
down a sequence of moves that solves the puzzle. (Write the solution by using the first letter of the words
(u)p, (d)own, (l)eft, (r)ight, to indicate the direction the next tile is to be moved.)

6 4 1 14

5 7 11

13 2 12 3

8 10 15 9

1 2 3

5 6 7 4

9 13 11 8

14 10 15 12

(a) (b)

2. Does A8 contain and element of order 10? If so, give an example. If not, show why.

3. Find permutations α and β so that ord(α) = 2, ord(β) = 2, and ord(αβ) = 6.

4. Suppose α is a 15-cycle. For which integers k between 2 and 15 is αk also a 15-cycle?

5. Write down a solution to the 3-cycle swap puzzle when the initial configuration is β = (1 3 5)(2 4 7 6 8).

6. Show that the set {α ∈ Sn | α5 = 󰂃} has cardinality which is of the form 4k + 1.

7. Determine the maximum order of an element in S10. Determine the maximum order of an element in
A10.

8. Give an example of an element in A20 which contains at least one 3-cycle, and at least one 4-cycle in its
disjoint cycle form, and has order 60.

9. How many elements of A7 have order 3?

10. Starting with the configuration on the left a sequence of moves is applied given by

α = (1 6 2)(3 5).

Fill in the board on the right with the configuration that results.

6 3 5 4 1 2 α−→
11. Oval Track Puzzle move sequence in cycle notation.

For the Oval Track puzzle in the diagram below do the following.

(a) Express the position β of the puzzle configuration on the left as a permutation in cycle form.
(b) Express the move sequence α as a permutation in cycle form.
(c) Express the position γ on the right as a permutation in cycle form, and show that βα = γ.

7 5 2 6 3 1
4

8
9

101112131415
16

17

18
19 20

α−→
7 5 2 4 3 6

1

8
9

101112131415
16

17

18
19 20
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12. Permutations: decompositions into 2-cycles of the form (m,m+ 1):
Show that every permutation in Sn can be expressed as a product using only the 2-cycles:

(1, 2), (2, 3), (3, 4), . . . , (m,m+ 1), . . . , (n− 1, n)

13. Permutations: decompositions into 2-cycles of the form (1 m):
We know that every permutation in Sn can be expressed as a product of 2-cycles. Show the stronger result
that every permutation in Sn can be expressed as a product using only 2-cycles of the form (1 m), where
2 ≤ m ≤ n.
(This is equivalent to showing that every permutation is obtainable on the Swap puzzle where the only
legal move is to swap the contents of any box with box 1. You may use the Swap puzzle to investigate this
statement, but the argument you present should be described in terms of permutations. )

14. In this question you are to verify a solvability criteria for a variation of the Swap puzzle on n objects,
where n ≥ 5.

Variation: Legal moves are products of disjoint 2-cycles: (a, b)(c, d), where 1 ≤ a, b, c, d ≤ n. In other
words, a move consists of picking any two pairs of boxes, say pair {a, b} and pair {c, d}, and swapping the
contents of boxes a and b, as well as swapping the contents of c and d. See diagram for an example of
such a move.

Prove the following solvability criteria for this puzzle.

Solvability Criteria: For the Swap puzzle with n ≥ 5, with legal moves as described above, an arrange-
ment of the tiles is solvable if and only if the corresponding permutation is even.
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