I.  What was the Enlightenment?

Answer 1:  from "What Is Enlightenment?" by Immanuel Kant (1784)

Answer 2:  REASON reveals NATURE allowing PROGRESS towards HAPPINESS

A.  Reason

B.  Nature

“noble savage”

Isaac Newton (1643-1727)

C.  Progress

D.  Happiness

II.  Examples of Enlightenment

1.  The Flood Dries Up:  Geology & History

James Hutton (1726-1797) 

2.  Religion

deism

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

3.  Epistemology

John Locke’s An Essay Concerning Humane [sic] Understanding (1690)



tabula rasa

Second Treatise of Civil Government (1690) 


George Berkeley’s Treatise on the Principles of Human Knowledge (1710)

4.  Government:  Constitutionalism & Enlightened Absolutism

Joseph II of Austria Empire (r. 1780-90) 

5.  The Metric System

6.  The Hedonistic Caluclus

J. Bentham’s Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation (1789)

intensity, duration, certainty/uncertainty, propinquity or remoteness, fecundity, pains, extent

utilitarianism 

7.  Abolition of Slavery (in theory)

Jean Bodin (1530–96)

1777
Vermont bans slavery

1892
Mexico 

1834
British Caribbean 

1838 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society' founded 

1848
French Caribbean

1865
USA

1888
Brazil

1890
Zanzibar

1910
China

1946
United Nations proclaims illegality of slavery

1962
Arabian peninsula

1981
Mauritania

