Scientific History

Jared M. Diamond (1937-) 

3 careers:  New Guinea ecology, physiology, environmental history

Works

"Ethnic differences: Variation in human testis size" (Nature, 1986)

The Third Chimpanzee (1992)

Why Is Sex Fun?: The Evolution of Human Sexuality (1998)

Guns, Germs and Steel (1998)


Prologue:  Conversation with Yali, and the Main Question


Anticipating possible objections: justification, Eurocentrism, civilizationism


Answer #1:  Domestication


Answer #2:  Geography


Answer #3:  Germs

Criticisms


Environmental determinism


Why Europe?

Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed (2004)

"five-point framework":  

environmental damage, climatic change, hostile neighbors, friendly trade partners, and responses to its environmental problems

History as Science?

David Christian (1946-) and “Big History”

Life

New York, Nigeria, England, Oxford, U. of Western Ontario

Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia

San Diego State University

Works


Bread and Salt: A Social & Economic History of Food & Drink in Russia (1985)


Living Water: Vodka and Russian Society… (1990)


A History of Russia, Central Asia, and Mongolia (1998+)


Maps of Time: An Introduction to Big History (2004)

Big History


Questions of scale


Big bang cosmology

Objections


Time scales


Expertise and disciplinary boundaries

Advantages of Big History

Example:  Growth/progress as propensity of human species

Big history in practice

