Lectures 5 & 6:  Marxism, the AMP, and Oriental Depotism

I.  Introduction to Marx (1818-1883)

cf. Darwin (1809-1882)

II.  Life

Trier, Bonn, Berlin, Cologne, Paris, Belgium

With Friedrich Engels, Communist Manifesto 1848

Communist League of London

Das Kapital (vol 1, 1867)

New York Tribune 
1864 cofounds Internatinal Working Men’s Association (=”First Internaitonal”)

III.  Introduction to Marxism

Communism and Socialism

Plato’s Republic
Mexico ejido farm sytem

Robert Owen (1771-1858) 

“scientific socialism”

IV.  Marxist Sociology

Economic determinism 

cf. James Madison (The Federalist no. 10)

foundation = means of production + relations of production

foundation + superstructre = society

V.  Marxist History

Dialectical (historical) materialism

Era #1: primitve communism
Era #2:  ancient / slavery

Era #3:  feudalism


bourgeoisie 

Era #4:  Capitalism

proletariat 

Controversies

Mensheviks vs. Bolsheviks etc

VI.  Marxist Economics

Theory of Work

Theory of Self-alienation

Labour Theory of Value 


Adam Smith, John Locke

Theory of Surplus Value

VII.  The Asiatic Mode of Production

Three macroregions:


Asia, classical Mediteranean world, Germanic Europe, [Slavic]

teleology 

“Asian” vs. “Asiatic” [cf. 亚细亚 Yàxìyà]

Grundrisse (notebooks from 1857-8), 

Pre-capitalist stages of property
Marxist understandings of Asiatic society


Oriental Depotism

VIII.  Karl Wittfogel (1896 – 1988)

Oriental Depostism (1857)

hydraulic organization

agro-hydraulic despotism

IX.  Consequences of Marxism

politarism 

Nation-state vs. internationalism

