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17th Annual Indigenous Graduate Student Symposium (IGSS) 
Simon Fraser University & The University of British Columbia Partnership 

 
 
Reflecting Upon our Journeys: Leading the Path of Reclamation, Restoration & Resurgence 
 
Guided by ancestral teachings, 2019 IGSS encourages dialogue on Indigeneity in the 
academy based on:    

 
Reclamation - language, stories, history, place and partnerships,  
 
Restoration – social justice, education, policies, recognition and Indigenization, and  

 
Resurgence - research, traditional knowledge, cultural identity, resistance and socio-
ecological responsibility.  

 
We encourage discourse focusing on knowing, being and doing ‘in a good way’. 
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Honouring of: Dr. Jo-ann Archibald O.C. (Q’um Q’um Xiiem) 

 

 

 

On Behalf of graduate students, SAGE alumni, and community members, we honour Dr. 

Jo-Ann Archibald (Q’um Q’um Xiiem) for her incredible contributions as an Indigenous 

scholar, author, mentor, and pioneer in the advancement of Indigenous education, her 

co-creation of Supporting Aboriginal Graduate Enhancement (SAGE), and her recent 

distinction and admission into the Order of Canada.  

Read more about her work at: http://educ.ubc.ca/person/jo-ann-archibald/  

  

http://educ.ubc.ca/person/jo-ann-archibald/


17th Annual Indigenous Graduate Student Symposium (IGSS) 
Simon Fraser University & The University of British Columbia Partnership 

4 
 

Friday, March 15th Keynote Speaker: Grand Chief Stewart Phillip 
 

 In October 2008, Grand Chief Stewart Phillip concluded his 
fourth consecutive four-year term as Chief of the Penticton 
Indian Band (PIB), and served the Band as Chief for a total of 14 
years.  In addition, he served as an elected Band Councilor for a 
10-year period.  Aside from serving as a member of the PIB 
Council for a total of 24 years, Grand Chief Phillip continues to 
serve as the Chair of the Okanagan Nation Alliance. 
 
In October 2006, the Okanagan Nation, led by the Elders of the 
Penticton Indian Band, acknowledged his lifetime commitment 
to the defense of Indigenous Peoples' Title and Rights by 
bestowing on him and his family the rare honour of the title of 
Grand Chief.  
 
Over the last 38 years, Grand Chief Stewart Phillip has worked 
within the Penticton Indian Band Administration holding a 

variety of positions such as, Band Administrator, Director of Land Management, Education 
Counselor, Economic Development Officer and Band Planner.  
 
Aside from serving as a member of the PIB council for a total of 24 years, he is proud to be in his 
seventh three-year term as the President of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs.  
 
He has taken an active role in the defense of Aboriginal Title and Rights by readily offering 
support to Native communities in need. He has taken a personal approach seeing first-hand the 
impact of fish farms in the Broughton Archipelago, lobbying on Parliament Hill to defeat the First 
Nations Governance Act, standing with Elders of Treaty 8 against oil and gas development in the 
Peace River, burning referendum ballots with fellow chiefs in protest and has stood on the steps 
of the Legislature with 3000 other people united under the Title and Rights Alliance banner.  
 
Grand Chief Phillip has been married for 33 years to his wife Joan. They have four grown sons, 
two daughters, six granddaughters and nine grandsons. He is currently enjoying his 30th year of 
sobriety. In this regard, he is a firm believer in leading by example. 

“I hereby commit to work collectively with the Chiefs of the UBCIC, the First Nations Summit and 
the BC Assembly of First Nations. We must work together to ensure the governments of Canada 
and British Columbia endorse and implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples for our Nations and communities. We must work together to compel government to 
update the Comprehensive Claims Policy to reflect the many hard-fought court victories such as 
the Delgamuuk’w, Haida and William cases” -- Grand Chief Stewart Phillip. 
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Saturday, March 16th Keynote Speaker: Dr. Margaret Kovach 
 

 
Margaret Kovach (Sakewew p'sim iskwew) is of Plains 

Cree and Saulteaux ancestry and a member of 

Pasqua First Nation located in southern 

Saskatchewan. She is currently a Professor at the 

College of Education, University of Saskatchewan. Dr. 

Kovach's work focuses on Indigenous research 

methodologies and Indigenous post-secondary 

education. Her publications and oracy scholarship 

have had a significant impact in her field and she is 

nationally and internationally recognized as a 

leading methodologist in the area of Indigenous research. Dr. Kovach has been involved 

in Truth and Reconciliation Efforts as it impacts post-secondary education, Indigenous 

research, and Indigenous scholarship. Recently, her research, writing, and oracy 

scholarship focuses on upholding and supporting Indigenous Faculty in postsecondary 

environments. Dr. Kovach is a Member of the College of the Royal Society of Canada. 
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Elder: Jewel Thomas 
 

Elder Jewel Thomas is an active member of the 

xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam Indian Band) and a retired care 

attendant. She has five children, five grandchildren, and 

two great-grandchildren and one on the way. She is 

“proud of our First Nations youth for their strength, 

imagination, and talent”. Jewel’s wish for all of our people 

is to be “successful, healthy, educated, and receive 

realistic living wages”. 

 
 
 

Knowledge Holder: Shane Pointe 
 
 

Shane Pointe is from the Pointe family and is a proud 

member of the Musqueam and Coast Salish people. 

He is a highly respected Musqueam community 

member, ceremonial traditional speaker and cultural 

educator. He provides protocol and ceremonial 

guidance for many cultural events – locally, nationally 

and internationally. He has worked in various capacities such as: Aboriginal Support 

Worker (AEEW VSB), Trial Support Coordinator for the Indian Residential School Survivors 

Society, Native Alcohol and Drug Awareness Program worker with the Musqueam Indian 

Band, in the Longhouse Leadership Program at the First Nations House of Learning 

(University of British Columbia), and most recently providing support to the Aboriginal 

Mothers Centre. 
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AGENDA 
 

FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 2019 – (SFU Woodward’s #2555 World Art Centre) 
4:45 pm Doors open & Light Refreshments 

5:30 – 6:00 pm Words of Welcome and Opening 
6:00 – 6:30 pm Honouring Ceremony 

 Honouring of our special guest Dr. Jo-Ann Archibald 
6:30 – 7:30 Keynote Address 

 
Keynote speaker: Grand Chief Stewart Phillip ʔaʔsiwɬ 
Syilx/Okanagan, Penticton Indian Band, LLD. (Hon.) UBC 

7:30pm-9:00pm Reception and Social 
 Open Mic Social & Cultural Sharing – Guests are encouraged 
 to share song, story, and poetry 

 
SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2019 (SFU Woodward’s #2555 World Art Centre) 

7:30am-8:00am Cultural Preparations (Brushing and Smudging) - Shane Pointe 
 (#2555 World Art Centre) 

8:00am-8:30am Coffee and light breakfast 
 (#2555 World Art Centre) 

8:30am-9:00am Welcome & Witnessing 
 (#2555 World Art Centre) 

9:00am-9:45am Keynote Address – Dr. Margaret Kovach 
 (#2555 World Art Centre) 

9:45:am-10:30am Collaborative Graduate Discussion 
 (#2555 World Art Centre) 

10:30am-10:45am Break 
10:45am-11:45am Session One: Graduate Student Presentations 

 (Various rooms) 
11:45am-12:30pm Lunch & Poster Presentations 

 (#2nd Floor Lobby / Registration) 
12:30pm-1:30pm Session Two: Graduate Student Presentations 

 (Various rooms) 
1:30pm-1:45pm Break 
1:45pm-2:45pm Session Three: Graduate Student Presentations 

 (Various rooms) 
2:45pm-3:00pm Break 
3:00pm-3:30pm Final Witnessing 

 (#2555 World Art Centre) 
3:30pm-4:30pm Closing Remarks & Door Prizes 

 (#2555 World Art Centre) 



17th Annual Indigenous Graduate Student Symposium (IGSS) 
Simon Fraser University & The University of British Columbia Partnership 

8 
 

 
ORAL PRESENTATION SCHEDULE 

 
 Room # 2555 (WAC) Room # 2205 Room # 4390 

Session 1 

Indigenous  
in the Academy 

Media  
and Social Change 

Land-Based 
 Learning 

10:45- 

11:45am 
 

Session 2 

Restoring Community 
Cultural Learning  
and Knowledge 

Transmission 

Misrepresentation  
and Race Relations 

12:30- 

1:30 

 
Session 3 

Personal Journeys and 
Storytelling 

Redefining  
our Relations  1:45pm- 

2:45pm 
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SYMPOSIUM FLOOR PLAN 
 

 
  

Main Room - World Art Centre room 2555   
 

Break out presentations - Second floor board room 2205 
 
Elders lounge - Second floor room 2295 - ★ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Break out presentations - Fourth floor interdisciplinary room 4390   
 
 
Due to ongoing construction on the Ground Floor Lobby, The Hastings St. entrance to 
the Goldcorp Centre for the Arts (GCA) is temporarily closed. GCA venues are only 
accessible by the doors on the Cordova St. side, through the Woodward's courtyard. We 
apologize for the inconvenience. 

★ 
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ORAL PRESENTATIONS – SESSION ONE (10:45am - 11:45am) 
 

Indigenous in the Academy (Room #2555) 
 
Heather Commodore, PhD, Educational Studies, University of British Columbia 
Pulling Together in the Academic Canoe: The Experiences of Doctoral Indigenous 
Students  
 
Logan Lorenz, Master of Arts Student in Educational Studies specializing in Higher 
Education, University of British Columbia 
The “how” of Thinking and Doing Differently: Indigenizing Student Affairs and Services in 
Canadian Higher Education 
 

Media and Social Change (Room # 2205) 
 
Amber Shilling, PhD Candidate, Educational Studies, University of British Columbia 
Mino-Gikinawaabi- Learning by Observation in a Good Way 

 
Denali Youngwolfe, UBC Public Scholar and PhD Student, Indigenous Studies, 
Department of Political Science, University of British Columbia 
Âhkameyihtamowin: Mapping Indigenous Sovereignty through Assurgency 
 
Greg Sutherland, PhD Candidate, Faculty of Education, Simon Fraser University 
Considering the Graphic-Dialogic Interview as Indigenous Research Method 
 

Land-Based Learning (Room #4390) 
 
Wilson Mendez, Faculty of Land and Food Systems, University of British Columbia, and 
Luke Barnesmore, Department of Geography, University of British Columbia  
Worldview (Cosmology->Ontology->Epistemology) Justice through Land-Based 
Pedagogies 
 
Rebecca Klady, PhD Candidate, Forestry / Interdisciplinary Studies, University of British 
Columbia 
Together we are strong: Understanding hunger and people-food relationships in 
Kugluktuk, Nunavut through the lenses of Indigenous resilience, food sovereignty and 
food security 
 
Lindsay Heller, Masters of Arts, Simon Fraser University 
Learning from the Land: My Experience Teaching Indigenous Science in Treaty 6 
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POSTER PRESENTATIONS (11:45am - 12:30pm) 

 
Gary George, M.Ed, Simon Fraser University. Wit'suwit'en Nation  
"It's not just a little box...it comes with complications" Indigenous Student approaches 
towards declaring ancestry at university 
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ORAL PRESENTATIONS – SESSION TWO (12:30pm - 1:30pm) 
 

Restoring Community (Room #2555) 
 
Ron George, M.Ed., Faculty of Education, University of Victoria 
You’ve Got to Paddle Your Own Canoe: The effects of federal legislation on participation 
in, and exercising of, traditional governance while living off-reserve 
 
Greg George, MBA, Community Economic Development, University of Alberta 
‘Anuc Niwh’it’ën, Wet’suwet’en Community Economic Development 
 
Alayna Many Guns, MBA Candidate, Traditional Leader, Simon Fraser University  
Culturally Led - Elders Based Child and Family Intervention Services Project 
 

Cultural Learning and Knowledge Transmission (Room # 2205) 
 
Shalane Pauls, MA Student, First Nations Studies, University of Northern British Columbia 
Healing Ourselves: Connecting Identity to the Resurgence of Potlatch Through Beadwork 
 
Rachel Taylor, Master of Publishing Program, Simon Fraser University 
Gathering Knowledge to Inform Indigenous Publishing Practices 
 

Misrepresentation and Race Relations (Room #4390) 
 
Michelle Buchholz, Master Student, School of Public Policy, Simon Fraser University 
Developing a Policy to Address Anti-Indigenous Racism in Health Care 
 
Jaad Gudgihljiwah (Michaela McGuire), Master Student, School of Criminology, Simon 
Fraser University 
Paving the Highway of Tears 
 
Julisa Lopez, Dr. Arianne Eason & Dr. Stephanie Fryberg PhD Student, Social Psychology, 
University of Washington 
Put the red paint down: How acceptance of redface is related to misperceptions about 
Native people.
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ORAL PRESENTATIONS – SESSION THREE (1:45pm - 2:45pm) 
 

Personal Journeys and Storytelling (Room #2555) 
 
Ramona L. Elke, Simon Fraser University 
Musings on Spirals: The teachings of Returning 
 
Peggy Janicki, Master of Education, Indigenous Knowledges / Indigenous Pedagogies, 
University of British Columbia 
SOGI 123 Salish Weaving: Counternarrative and Indigenous Feminism in K-12 
 
Suke Padam, UBC Liu Scholar and PhD Candidate, Educational Studies, University of British 
Columbia 
Stories, Place and Partnerships 
 

Redefining Our Relations (Room # 2205) 
 
Elliott Young, MA Student, Community Engagement, University of Alberta  
Going from “We Are All Treaty People” to “We Are All Related” in settler and Indigenous 
relations 
 
Nancy Kimberley Phillips, MA Student, Department of Anthropology, University of British 
Columbia 
Swimming Exhibits: Fish Kinship, Traditional Knowledge, and the Vancouver Aquarium 
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GRADUATE STUDENT PRESENTERS ABSTRACTS 
 

Oral Presentations – Session 1 (10:45am-11:45am) 
 

Indigenous in the Academy (Room #2555) 
 
Heather Commodore, PhD, Educational Studies, University of British Columbia 
Pulling Together in the Academic Canoe: The Experiences of Doctoral Indigenous Students  
 
An area of research that has had little attention is the experiences of Indigenous doctoral 
students, told from their perspectives. This study examined 13 Indigenous doctoral 
students’ journeys to and experiences at a Canadian research-intensive university (UBC, 
Vancouver) that includes the doctoral application process, programmatic phases, and 
thesis milestones. They shared their stories about (a) how their web of relationships 
supported, guided, and assisted them prior to and during their studies; (b) how they 
created community spaces to remain connected to their programs academically and 
socially; and (c) how they viewed tensions between their programmatic experiences and 
their community affiliations. Kirkness and Barnhardts’ 4Rs, of Respect, Relevance, 
Reciprocity, and Responsibility (1991) and Archibald’s (2008b) Indigenous Storywork 
methodology provided both theoretical and methodological frameworks for 
understanding the Indigenous doctoral students’ life experience stories. A contribution of 
this study is the extension of Kirkness and Barnhardt’s 4Rs to include Recognition, 
Reclamation, Redress, and Reconciliation. 
 
Logan Lorenz, Master of Arts Student in Educational Studies specializing in Higher 
Education, University of British Columbia 
The “how” of Thinking and Doing Differently: Indigenizing Student Affairs and Services in 
Canadian Higher Education 
 
Student Affairs and Services (SAS) professionals “support student growth and 
development throughout their pursuit of post-secondary studies” (CACUSS/ASEUCC, 2015, 
p. 5). Their scope of practice of their work and the students they serve is diverse, including 
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous students. Similar to other parts of higher education, 
SAS has traditionally been grounded in Eurocentric or western views. Through the 
Canadian Association of College and University Student Services (CACUSS), the SAS 
profession has also committed to Indigenization, demonstrated through recent 
publications and conferences. The commitment to think and do differently exists in SAS. 
However, the “how” to think and do differently is still developing. The graduate thesis 
project will examine how SAS professionals think about Indigenization and how they 
incorporate it into the work they do with students. The research project is on-going. It is 
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hoped a preliminary analysis of qualitative interviews will be presented at this conference. 
Reference: CACUSS/ASEUCC. (2015). CACUSS Student affairs and services Competency 
Model. 
 
 
 
 

Media and Social Change (Room #2205) 
 
Amber Shilling, PhD Candidate, Educational Studies, University of British Columbia 
Mino-Gikinawaabi- Learning by Observation in a Good Way 
 
Digital technologies are shaping language, culture, and identity among urban Indigenous 
youth and the ways in which this is happening, and impacts on Indigenous communities, 
remains largely unexplored. Educational researchers are faced with the challenge of how 
to engage with a youthful population that increasingly favour technology as the preferred 
medium of social engagement and formal education. Some scholars such as Carew, Green, 
Kral, Nordlinger, and Singer (2015) and Odango (2015) call for greater use of technology 
and multimedia tools in Indigenous language learning because it is effective, and it appeals 
to young people. However, Kurzweil (2005) demonstrates that technology uses technology 
to improve upon itself, so it is not simply improving exponentially, but improving at a rate 
that is doubly exponential. This research is a timely study that utilizes Indigenous 
methodology to engage urban Indigenous youth voices to explore how technology 
influences language and cultural learning and urban Indigenous identity development. The 
results of the work will inform how scholarly literature and program design can better 
address the priorities, critiques, and desires that are defined by the youth themselves 
during the research process.  

 
Denali Youngwolfe, UBC Public Scholar and PhD Student, Indigenous Studies, Department 
of Political Science, University of British Columbia 
Âhkameyihtamowin: Mapping Indigenous Sovereignty through Assurgency 
 
As an Indigenous scholar and survivor of the child welfare system, adopted and raised in 
Nêhiyaw culture, I am acutely aware of the capacities within our communities, and the 
need to challenge dominant narratives of what it is to be Indigenous in Canada. My 
research posits resistance, resurgence and resilience as normative, assurgent responses to 
social, political and environmental changes and develops assurgency as a conceptual 
framework for Indigenous sovereignty external to the settler-colonial dichotomy. Through 
mapping stories of community defined Indigenous success across Turtle Island, my work 
creates an open access, resource database that disseminates narratives of reclamation, 
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restoration and resurgence. I further examine the geospatial relationships between self-
determining narratives of identity, cultural continuity, and suicide prevention. The 
motivation for my research comes from a deep desire to help reclaim and disseminate 
narratives of Indigeneity that construct healthy, self-determining nations and, in turn, 
reduce suicide among our people. 
 
Greg Sutherland, PhD Candidate, Faculty of Education, Simon Fraser University 
Considering the Graphic-Dialogic Interview as Indigenous Research Method 
 

The graphic-dialogic interview is a form of data collection, analysis, and representation, 
whereby interviews are conducted, recorded, and then trans-mediated into a graphic text 
that attempts to (re)present the event.  This text is then returned to participants who are 
then invited to “speak-back” to it through manipulatable thought-bubbles that capture 
how the text is experienced by the interviewee.  To my knowledge, I have created this new 
research method.  I am Métis.  As I began conducting research into institutionalized social 
justice education in British Columbia through this method, I began wondering to what 
extent it can be understood as an Indigenous research method? In this session, I consider 
to what extent it might be described as such through considerations of ethical relationality 
and witnessing. 
 

Land-Based Learning (Room #4390) 
 

Wilson Mendez, Faculty of Land and Food Systems, University of British Columbia, and  
Luke Barnesmore, Department of Geography, University of British Columbia  
Worldview (Cosmology->Ontology->Epistemology) Justice through Land-Based 
Pedagogies 

 
Overcoming tokenism in academic recognition and engagement with Indigenous 
protocols, theories, methods, concepts, etc. is in one sense dependent upon meaningful 
recognition of and engagement with the underlying worldview(s) from which they emerge. 
We can indeed see with two eyes, but when we turn to interpretation and policy 
prescription we must in certain cases—as with the ontological conflict over Tsux’iit—select 
one worldview’s assumptions concerning the nature of reality; two eyes, two ears, one 
heart/mind/mouth. Social justice for Indigenous peoples is dependent upon transcending 
the tokenistic form of reconciliation that proceeds when the Colonial Modernist 
worldview’s assumptions concerning the nature of reality are granted a place of supremacy 
in interpretation and policy prescription. Partnerships such as that which has been formed 
between the UBC Indigenous Gardens and the UBC community are essential for attaining 
social justice through worldview justice in exposing students to such non-tokenistic 
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experiences through Indigenous land-based pedagogies in spaces governed by 
Indigenous sovereignty. 

 
Rebecca Klady, PhD Candidate, Forestry / Interdisciplinary Studies, University of British 
Columbia 
Together we are strong: Understanding hunger and people-food relationships in 
Kugluktuk, Nunavut through the lenses of Indigenous resilience, food sovereignty and 
food security 
 
This cross-disciplinary research embodies various aspects of the symposium’s guiding 
themes. Two overarching objectives guided my research: (1) a critique of the food security 
(FS) paradigm and (2) identification of what enables individuals and collectives to feed their 
families in autonomous, resilient and sustainable ways that are in alignment with wellbeing. 
I used the lenses of Indigenous resilience (IR) and food sovereignty (FSov) to (de)construct 
and complicate understandings of hunger, food security, and more broadly people – food 
relationships in the Canadian Arctic (Kugluktuk, Nunavut). IR is holistic, appreciative and 
grounded in strengths and resiliencies. FSov is concerned with power dynamics and 
structures in food systems. Findings indicate the following: (1) the FS lens may actually be 
contributing to persistent hunger, (2) IR was best able to ‘perceive’ the breadth of people-
food relationships, and (3) place-based practices such as sharing networks and 
cooperation help keep Kugluktummiut strong individually and collectively. 
 
 
Lindsay Heller, Masters of Arts, Simon Fraser University 
Learning from the Land: My Experience Teaching Indigenous Science in Treaty 6 
 
ISE (Indigenous Science Education) is a relatively new arena of educational research and 
practice that is evolving into diverse forms of educational practice. Built upon our Nêhiyaw 
language, protocol, ceremony and land, these courses that weave Indigenous Knowledge 
and Western Science provide a space for transformative learning for both student and 
instructor. In this presentation I intend to share my experience co-teaching these courses 
for Indigenous pre-service teachers on a beautiful quarter section of land north of 
Saskatoon.  Through pictures, video and storytelling I will demonstrate the value of land-
based education for Indigenous learners in a post-secondary environment as well as the 
impact developing and delivering this course alongside knowledge keepers and local 
elders has had on me as I explore my identity as Nêhiyaw iskwew and educator.  Activities 
and assignments will be highlighted as well as challenges and successes shared.    
 
 
  



17th Annual Indigenous Graduate Student Symposium (IGSS) 
Simon Fraser University & The University of British Columbia Partnership 

18 
 

POSTER PRESENTATIONS (11:45am - 12:30pm) 
Room #2555 

 
Gary George, M.Ed, Simon Fraser University. Wit'suwit'en Nation  
"It's not just a little box...it comes with complications" Indigenous Student approaches 
towards declaring ancestry at university 
 
The 1876 Indian Act categorized Canada’s over 80 different Indigenous nations to three 
legal categories of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit. Later categories of Non-Status 
emerged as a result of the 1982 Bill C-31 legislation. These legal classifications had, and 
continue to have, impacts on how and why Indigenous peoples choose to self-identify. 
Self-declaring one’s identity upon entering post-secondary institutions impacts 
institutional records, statistics, and services and students’ ability to access targeted 
funding and services.  The purpose of this project was to understand the factors and 
experiences of students, who choose to identify or not in the application process. Seven 
Indigenous (N=7) students were interviewed for this project in April 2012.  The students 
were drawn from two separate campuses of the same university in Lower Mainland, 
British Columbia. The issue of self-identification is a complicated issue and not a matter 
of just checking a box. Participants’ decisions to self-declare was influenced by how safe 
students felt doing so; others spoke of political motivations (e.g., increase statistics); and 
more often, the choice was very personal. The findings indicate that universities have 
more work to do to create environments where Indigenous students feel supported in 
being who they are. 



 

 
Oral Presentations – Session 2 (12:30am-1:30pm) 

 
Restoring Community (Room #2555) 

 
Ron George, M.Ed., Faculty of Education, University of Victoria 
You’ve Got to Paddle Your Own Canoe: The effects of federal legislation on participation 
in, and exercising of, traditional governance while living off-reserve 
 
My topic addresses the tensions which exist for me as both an Indigenous graduate and 
hereditary chief, in negotiating the expectations of academia while remaining true to 
Wet’suwet’en governance. Academe extensively focuses on the concise, often at the 
expense of accuracy. My focus was to maintain my Wet’suwet’en hereditary system, an 
oral, transparent, publicly witnessed, and ever evolving living history; history now unfolding 
on my Gitdumden territory regarding pipeline conflicts and unconstitutional arrests. This 
project described the challenges and impediments members of two clans experienced 
while growing up and living off-reserve. Based on shared oral history, our clan realized our 
off-reserve experience was both positive and negative, as we worked in community to 
develop potential strategies to continue our hereditary governance system with increased 
efficiency and unity while we continue, through legislation, to live off-reserve. 
Consideration that the off-reserve population comprises approximately two- thirds of the 
Indigenous population in Canada, and has yet to be recognized by government authorities, 
added legal challenges disproportionate to those of the dominant culture, and to the on-
reserve population. My findings show off-reserve peoples as living in a Fifth World, as we 
reside outside the jurisdiction of the Department of Indian Affairs and provincial and 
federal governments, yet comprise approximately 70% of the Indigenous population in 
Canada. These academic and governmental tensions continue, but my clan has been 
strengthened through working both together, and as individuals. As my grandmother, 
Tsaybaysa, would constantly remind us: You’ve got to paddle your own canoe. 
 
Greg George, MBA, Community Economic Development, University of Alberta 
‘Anuc Niwh’it’ën1, Wet’suwet’en Community Economic Development 
 
The Wet’suwet’en kinship economy is a culture grounded in its traditional territories. The 
Indian Act, however, attempted to deconstruct Indigenous culture by imposing a state-
driven system and welfare state. The catastrophic impacts of the Indian Act are becoming 
increasingly understood by international bodies like the United Nations. Community 
Economic Development (CED) provides an approach for programs and services designed 
to support the demographic deeply affected by the Indian Act. However, to fully 
understand the potential of traditional economic development, a national policy shift will 



 

be required. This paper examines how traditional economies become instrumental to 
restoring the Indigenous community role in Canada’s economy through new approaches 
to CED. The paper explores topics such as the perception of Indigenous communities in 
Canada’s social economy; public policy; caselaw, world trade; and the restoration of 
Indigenous traditional economies through the recognition and reconciliation of 
Aboriginal-rights. 1 Witsuwit’en expression meaning ‘our laws.’ Morin, Mélanie H., Niwhts’ide’nï 
Hibi’it’ën: The Ways of our Ancestors, 2011, School district #54 p. 54; Gallaghun: Rita George, Oral 
History, 2019. 
Alayna Many Guns, MBA Candidate, Traditional Leader, Simon Fraser University  
Culturally Led - Elders Based Child and Family Intervention Services Project 
 
In the Fall of 2017 I was to find innovative ways to see how Siksika ways of knowing can be 
implemented into the current Child Welfare legislation.  I didn’t look forward, I looked back 
and video-interviewed 33 Elders and Knowledge Keepers.  The simple question I asked was 
“Can you tell me how you were raised before Indian Residential School?”  What I found 
were 10 themes and 2 historical events that defined who and why the Blackfoot - Siksika 
are today.  This is the framework that should be used in the development of community 
legislation, constitution, and program. 
 
 

Cultural Learning and Knowledge Transmission (Room #2205) 
 

Shalane Pauls, MA Student, First Nations Studies, University of Northern British Columbia 
Healing Ourselves: Connecting Identity to the Resurgence of Potlatch Through Beadwork 
 
As a member of the Ts’msyen Nation, my Master’s research will focus on our people’s 
cultural traditions and their connection to identity. I am utilising beadwork as a method of 
inquiry to analyze potlatches that the Gisbutwada and G̱anhada clans of the community of 
Kitsumkalum held. The 2014 feast was held by the Gisbutwada clan. In 2018, due to limited 
knowledge keepers, the Gisbutwada clan helped the Ga̱nhada clan plan their first potlatch 
in a century. I want to learn what it was like for those who participated in these public 
reclamations of culture. By holding beading circles with members of each clan, we will 
make regalia while we discuss what it was like to be a part of the potlatches. This act of 
making regalia will connect people to the cultural significance and importance of 
maintaining identity through traditions and its connection to health and healing. 
 
Rachel Taylor, Master of Publishing Program, Simon Fraser University 
Gathering Knowledge to Inform Indigenous Publishing Practices 
 



 

Publishing Indigenous authors and stories requires all involved to be accountable for the 
stories produced. My research is toward developing provisional guidelines for publishing 
texts for and by Indigenous people. Each story, each storyteller, and each nation presents 
a different case, and there can be no set of rules. So I sought to outline a provisional set 
of questions and considerations to guide the process of selecting, editing, publishing, and 
marketing manuscripts. I am conducting interviews with professionals and community 
members with insight and experience to share. I also reviewed scholarly and other 
literature in the field. Since most of the literature focuses on the subjects of Indigenous 
literature and thought, I discuss how we can apply these lessons to the world of publishing. 
The guidelines will be a tool intended for continual adaptation by Indigenous authors, 
editors, and publishers. 
 
 

Misrepresentation and Race Relations (Room #4390) 
 
Michelle Buchholz, Master Student, School of Public Policy, Simon Fraser University 
Developing a Policy to Address Anti-Indigenous Racism in Health Care 

 
Indigenous peoples face negative health outcomes in comparison to the rest of the 
Canadian population, which is a result of race-based colonial policies and legislation, such 
as the Indian Act, that continue to effect Indigenous peoples’ health. This capstone project 
draws on Anti-Racism Theory and Tribal Critical Race theory as they highlight Indigenous 
perspectives of history, colonization, as well as the systemic nature of anti-Indigenous 
racism. In examining policies, policy statements, and declarations of commitment, a critical 
analysis is provided of policy discourses currently in place within health authorities. 
Through six semi-structured interviews with health authority officials, this research locates 
a set of policy alternatives designed to address the oppression and harm faced by 
Indigenous peoples within health care systems in British Columbia. This research is 
presented using Graphic Facilitation as a way to present the information in a more visual 
way. In taking an Indigenous health policy perspective, this policy analysis project lists 
recommendations towards implementing various initiatives in working towards a policy to 
address anti-Indigenous racism. 

 
Jaad Gudgihljiwah (Michaela McGuire), Master Student, School of Criminology, Simon 
Fraser University 
Paving the Highway of Tears 
 
The social problem of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) along the 
Highway of Tears in Northern British Columbia are addressed through a socio-historical 
lens. Through literature review and critical analysis, the construction of Indigenous women 



 

as the immoral other is examined. The results of this analysis suggest that patriarchal 
relations, colonialism, residential school, the Indian Act, the reserve system, the news 
media, and inadequate police training all play a role in the creation and perpetuation of 
this social problem. This paper fills a gap in the literature by situating MMIW within the 
ongoing impacts of colonialism, racism and discrimination in settler society. A brief analysis 
of the failings of inquiries into MMIW is outlined along with suggestions for improvements. 
The author utilizes her own experiences to address the dehumanization and systemic 
discrimination Indigenous women face in Canada.  
 
Julisa Lopez, Dr. Arianne Eason & Dr. Stephanie Fryberg PhD Student, Social Psychology, 
University of Washington 
Put the red paint down: How acceptance of redface is related to misperceptions about 
Native people 
 
In the U.S., caricatures of Native Americans persist—thousands of schools have Native 
mascots and sports fans routinely paint their skin red while donning headdresses to cheer 
on their team. This is true despite the fact that research reveals negative impacts of these 
representations on Native people. The current research sheds light on why redface persists, 
while similar caricaturizations, such as blackface, are far less prevalent. A preliminary set of 
studies revealed that after either being exposed to redface or blackface, people view 
redface as more acceptable (i.e., positive representation of the group) and as less harmful 
than blackface. We are currently investigating whether the perceived acceptability of 
redface is related to the perception that Native people no longer exist and/or face social 
disparities and racism. Through these studies we hope to highlight the many social and 
cultural practices that undermine the lived everyday experiences of Native peoples.  
 

Oral Presentations – Session 3 (1:45am-2:45pm) 
 

Personal Journeys and Storytelling (Room #2555) 
 
Ramona L. Elke, Simon Fraser University 
Musings on Spirals: The teachings of Returning 
 
This oral presentation tracks my journey, as a mid-career educator, self-identified Metis 
woman who has struggled with the realities of colonialism in the classroom and in my 
blood.  This journey began with an innocuous step into a district inquiry project, prayers, 
ceremony, and longing to connect with my Ancestors.  One month after that inquiry began, 
my life was transformed with the acceptance into SFU’s Graduate Diploma program: 
Indigenous Education for Reconciliation.  What had started with a question: “How do I 
reconcile myself to the fact that I work in a system created to eradicate my people?”  has 



 

spiraled forward and backward; to the centre and outward, as I re-member myself to 
myself, my Ancestors, my profession…to ceremony…through poetry, weaving, drumming, 
and beading.  These steps have been transformative as I realise, more profoundly with 
every step, “we are the memories we don’t remember,”1 and ask myself, “what are you 
going to do about that for the good of all your relations?” 1 There, There. Tommy Orange. 2018. 
p. 10.  
 
Peggy Janicki, Master of Education, Indigenous Knowledges / Indigenous Pedagogies, 
University of British Columbia 
SOGI 123 Salish Weaving: Counternarrative and Indigenous Feminism in K-12 

 
One may or may not know of the Chilliwack School District’s current events as it relates to 
Indigenous Feminism and Indigenous Sovereignty. A SD#33 School Trustee on social 
media has expressed his personal views about LGBTQ communities and curriculum, SOGI 
123.  As parents, my husband is a Teacher and Chilliwack Teacher’s Association Executive 
member, we lamented, “What can we do?  How can we support our Indigenous families 
that are struggling with this?  How can we counter this narrative?  How can we value what 
we value [sovereignty/Indigenous Knowledges]?”.  The answer:  Create a willful, political 
message via a Coast Salish contemporary swōqw’elh (wool blanket) in a highschool; then 
gift the blanket in a public Stó:lō ceremony to a published Sto:lo Educator that identifies 
as Transgender.   One gets to value what you value which aligns with what Vine Deloria 
offers, “[c]eremony brings order out of chaos”. I, Peggy Janicki, will tell the story of this 
counternarrative journey and project. 
 
Suke Padam, UBC Liu Scholar and PhD Candidate, Educational Studies, University of British 
Columbia 
Stories, Place and Partnerships 

 
Based upon his 7-year journey in developing resilient relationships by physically attending 
nearly half of the 203 First Nation reserves throughout British Columbia, Suke realized that 
it was essential to share and support mutual rural community concerns affecting 
educational technology implementation and also power/control measures emanating 
primarily through western-based educational policies.  Sanctioned by First Nations 
Education Steering Committee and First Nations Technology Council (First Nations BC) his 
experiences have evoked realities which relate to technology infrastructure 
implementation and associated benefits/ramifications from access and successive 
utilization at the grassroots level.  His travels also became a learning experience for him 
since they evoked early colonial influences in how his upbringing was flavoured by 
Eurocentric ideologies stemming primarily from Eurocentric-based educational policies in 
curricula.  His theoretical framework and methodology involves an analytical and evocative 



 

self-reflexive (non-BREB) approach which spans a pan-provincial scope - primarily viewing 
all communities as ‘co-researchers’.  In highlighting the power of stories/narratives, 
conversations and prior dialogues, Suke’s research reveals historical and contemporary 
disruptions and clashes addressing ‘reclamation’ – the ideology that western knowledge 
and related policies cannot replace or be substituted with/for Aboriginal/Indigenous 
knowledge.  Suke also shares his lived experiences from a perspective that examines 
empowerment (neo-liberal policies) and successive political movements that stem from an 
epistemological perspective that Aboriginal/Indigenous culture is deeply rooted to 
language, traditions, ceremonies, customs and values.  His ontological view is that all 
Indigenous people share ‘relationality’ through a common epistemological ideology that 
culture is inherently connected to land, place and a spiritual third space.  This presentation 
will be a reflection upon protocol guided community-based dialogue. 
 

Redefining Our Relations (Room #2205) 
 
Elliott Young, MA Student, Community Engagement, University of Alberta  
Going from “We Are All Treaty People” to “We Are All Related” in settler and Indigenous 
relations 
 
With the growing importance of settler and Indigenous relations, there is a need to build 
relationships founded in Indigenous knowledge. It’s imperative we move forward in a good 
way. A step in this direction is transforming settlers understanding from one that is 
captured in the statement that “we are all treaty people” to an Indigenous worldview 
captured in the statement “we are all related”. This transformation will come through 
learning. Educating settlers about the spirit of treaty and understanding how an 
Indigenous worldview of the concept, “we are all related”, is applied today is a great step 
to building a relationship with Indigenous people. It is during this presentation, we will 
discuss: 1) the important difference between the two statements and 2) strategies for 
transformative learning including medicine wheel teachings that explain relations beyond 
familial ties to relations to the land, spirits and medicine and land-based learning 
approaches. 
Nancy Kimberley Phillips, MA Student, Department of Anthropology, University of British 
Columbia 
Swimming Exhibits: Fish Kinship, Traditional Knowledge, and the Vancouver Aquarium 
 
The Vancouver Aquarium is situated on the unceded, ancestral, and traditional lands of the 
Coast Salish xʷməθkʷəy̓əm, Sḵwx̱wú7mesh, and Sel̓íl̓witulh Nations. However, coastal 
Traditional Ecological Knowledges (TEK) are not extensively mobilized within the 
museological or educational spaces of the aquarium. There are extensive bodies of 
museum literature written on the topic of Indigenous understandings of certain Belongings 



 

(culturally sensitive items in ‘traditional’ museums) holding animacy and effectively being 
alive – what does this mean when translated to a space where both ‘Western’ and 
Indigenous ontologies align with animacy? Through drawing on Métis scholar and 
Anthropologist, Zoe Todd, who writes about the pluralities and kinship relations with Fish 
– I seek to investigate what happens if aquariums also considered their ‘collections’ as not 
only animate, but also as kinship relations? 



 

2019 IGSS CONTRIBUTORS 
 
We raise our hands in thanks and appreciation to all those who contributed to this 
wonderful opportunity to present our research ideas to a supportive and community-
oriented audience – Elders, keynote speakers, panelists, presenters, participants, 
volunteers, and the following sponsors of the 17th Annual Indigenous Graduate Student 
Symposium. Most of all we would like to thank the graduate students who graciously gave 
and received constructive feedback, engaged in mentorship, and networked amongst 
other emerging scholars. 
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