DhRl 16





Archaeology is a way to understand how people lived in the past. 





While some archaeologists excavate on 'digs', not all do. 





Some survey, looking for sites, some examine plant and animal remains, some examine rock art, or a large number of other activities. 





'Digging' in fact, is only a small part of archaeology - but it is the part most people think of when they hear the word archaeology.





Those archaeologists who do excavate are not just looking for artifacts. They are asking questions and trying to puzzle out answers to some basic questions about how people lived in the past.





If you want to be an archaeological detective, come to DhRl 16 and help us figure out the past.�
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How do we discover the past?





Archaeologists use the scientific method. This is more than measuring everything, making maps and being organized. These activities are part of science, but not the main part. 





The scientific method involves: 





Observation 





Formulation of an hypothesis 


Testing the hypothesis


Examining evidence observed during the test of the hypothesis 





Adapting the hypothesis in a new formulation 


Testing the second hypothesis 


Examining evidence observed during the test of the second hypothesis 





Adapting the hypothesis in a new formulation 


Testing the third hypothesis 


Examining evidence observed during the test of the third hypothesis 





And on and on until we think we have a pretty good fit between the hypothesis and the observations.





This is what archaeologists do when they study archaeological sites.





If you want to be an archaeological detective, come to DhRl 16 and help us figure out the past.
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