What really happened?
The answer is in the Archives...for now.

Archives provide insights into puzzles from the past. And historical
puzzles often have many pieces. To get a balanced picture, you need to

look at events from more than one point of view, and in the words of the
people who were actually there

In March 1967 a student at
q

gazine. Fi Uwent
in support of the student’ right to speak out.

Radical hotheads...?

According to the minutes of SFUs
Board of Governors,the rebellious
teaching assistants damaged the
reputation of SFU by leading the
protest “Their conduct was a
negation of the democratic process.
and further in the letter they.

discredit on the University:
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malland prepared fora
general strike. A
chastened Board had
torehire the teaching
assistants. Stan Wong
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A voice for calm e
University President Patick
McTagart Cowan,
interviewed ontape n 1985,
thought that t should have.
been eft o faculy o tell the
ThS “Chums,cool t e That
was sortof stupid-

The view from outside

Ann Messenger,an English
instructor at UBC, described the

But"Gordon Shrum got
foughed up in the snakepit of
the Vancouver Club’by the
business community. H
brought it before the Board
andall hell broke loose.”

McTaggart-Cowan didn't agree

thoughts reflected the faculty
pointof view that the Board
should not dismiss instructors
for expressing ther opinions as
private citizens. Messenger
herselfjoined the SFU faculty
the following year.

onlything | did wrong was not
resigning on the spot.
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Fighting digital amnesia

When Hugh Johnston wiote Radical Campus: alking imon
Fraser University he drew rom ecords that covered the
University’ fs ten years.He found information in minutes,
newspapers eters,oal histories and photographs.What
Sources will e avaiabl 1o a rsearcher n 2085 whowants to
it about FU for our 100th anniversary?

Many records that were once created on paper or in analog

form are now created electronicall. But digital records are-

phemerlTo reman acessblewih eerchanging ardare
st be regularly d

records the 2065 researcher will be out of luck.

The SFU Archives s
keeping abreast of
fesearch on solutions to
this challenge,and looking
st practices in other
insttutions. Ultimately ts
up toall of us to make an
institutional commitment
<o maintain SFUS
electronic records for the
future. It will take policy,
people,and systems.
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Your Archives. Your University.

Join the SFU Archives in working to ensure the preservation of one of our
university’s most precious assets - its digital heritage.




