How did SFU athletics run circles
around the competition?

The answer is in the Archives.

When SFU burst onto the Canadian university scene in 1965, it broke with tradition. Chancellor Gordon
Shrum'’s university awarded athletic scholarships for the first time in Canada. Other Canadian universities
downplayed athletics in favour of academics. But Shrum believed in the educational and recreational value
of sports and in competition at the highest level. He wanted to keep Canadian athletes at home and develop
winning teams to promote the university’s public image. So began 40 years of exceptional athletic success
combined with academic excellence,
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“The Clansmen will play in the Rose Bowl!”

Shrum's boast

inP i
team did play in a bowl game, it was the Shrum Bowi,introduced in October 1967.
14,972 fans watched SFU defeat the University of

British Columbia Thunderbirds 32-13, marking the

start of an athletic tradition that continues today. P
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“Swifter, higher, stronger”
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Women beat the odds
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funding Adecade later
women's sports had few or no fll-time coaches,and female
athetesrecevedes than  quarterof o athitc scholarhip
money. Nonetheless, women athletes and sports tea
isinguishe themseves. Beginning i the sty 80 SFU
Clan women became regular contenders and champions in
aquatics,cross-country and track and field, basketball, and
wrestling

Today, the university allocates the same amount of money to
operate mens and women' athletic programs. Efforts are
underway to equalize the endowments that fund athletic
scholarships.

“Pride, passion, and tradition”

SFUS pride in the tradition of athletic success and

sporting excellence is embodied in a Sports Hall of

Fame etablshed n 1985, Inductees arechosen for
heir

and the community. Charter members include Terry
Bailey, Lui Passaglia, Dave Cutler (footbal); Bev Bland,
Jay Triano, Bill Robinson (basketball) Debbie Bril(track
&field); Marc Mongeon (wrestling); Doug Roxborough
(golf);John Van Buuren (swimming);and coaches
Lorne Daves (football) and John Buchanan (socce
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Your Archives. Your University.

The SFU Archives has collections about varsity sports from the Recreational Services
and Athletics Department, President’s Office, the Office of the Vice-President,

Finance and Administration, and Faculty of Education. Do you have questions about
SFU's athletic accomplishments? The answers are in the Archives.




