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In order to understand how birds respond to these challenges, it is essential
to determine how the environment affects reproduction under natural
conditions. The continuum from environmental signals, such as day length
and temperature, to reproduction itself depends upon a cascade of neural and
physiological processes which determine the extent and rate at which birds
will be able to adapt to changes in their environment (such as global
warming). For a full understanding of this ability to adapt, ecologists and
endocrinologists need to collaborate and build a common framework.

The objective of this theme issue is to address how evolutionary ecologists
and endocrinologists can collaborate directly using avian reproduction as a model system. This
framework will ultimately apply to all organisms because the principles involved are universal.

Subscribers to Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B: Biological Sciences can access the full
content online at: publishing.royalsociety.org/avian-endocrinology

Non-subscribers can purchase the print issue at the specially reduced price shown above. To place an
order at the discounted price, please send payment by cheque (made payable to Portland Customer
Services) or by Visa or MasterCard (quoting reference TB 1497) to:

Portland Customer Services, Commerce Way, Colchester CO2 8HP, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1206 796351 Email: sales@portland-services.com

For further information on related organismal, environmental and evolutionary biology issues please visit
publishing.royalsociety.org/philtransb/environment-evolution
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