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PROGRAM#
Please%attach%a%copy%of%the%proposed%program%detailing%the%event%schedule.%
! !

Biological Science Graduate Caucus

Jayme Lewthwaite

jlewthwa@sfu.ca 778-886-5995

Graduate Student Symposium

March 27, 2015 Highland Pub

The Graduate Symposium will be modeled after last year's highly successful event, which 
was a "Cross-pollination of the minds" event between students in the department. 
Everyone who attends will be divided into different groups with members who do not 
belong to the same research group. Together, they have an hour to come up with a 
research proposal that combines all of their research topics into one cohesive and 
interesting research proposal. They will then present their proposal in a 3 minute 
presentation to a panel of judges (professors in our department). The winning teams(s) 
will receive gift certificates to a local shop. 
There will be food provided and 1 pitcher of beer for every group. Door prizes will also be 
awarded. 
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! FINANCIAL#INFORMATION# !
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event!more!costEeffective:#

#

!
! ! !
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!
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Graduate Student Symposium

This event will provide a fantastic networking opportunity within our department and 
strengthen existing relationships. Additionally, it will challenge students to communicate 
and summarize their research to others who may be unfamiliar with the field or topic, and 
synthesize several fields of research into a novel research question or idea.

Better communication between research groups will allow opportunities for potential 
collaborations and foster broader research questions. Graduate students will gain 
invaluable experience towards conducting interdisciplinary research that they can draw 
upon in the future.

The venue itself will hopefully be cost-free, and the event itself only requires an overhead 
projector and clear projector sheets. The only cost incurred will be food and alcohol. 

The caucus would like to split the cost of the event with the GSS, and pay for half of the 
food/beverages.

100

Last year was the first time this event was run, had a turnout of ~ 100 people and 
was successful enough that we would like to repeat it this year. 

1808.12 1337.24

$500

Dept of Biological Sciences

$200

The venue is expected to be of no cost to us, and the event itself only requires an overhead
projector and clear projector sheets. The only cost incurred will be the food/beverages and 
raffle prizes.  

The Caucus would like to split the majority of the expenses with the GSS, and we will 
contribute $500 towards the event.

This event was partially funded last year by a GSS grant for $550.


