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For nearly 20 years now the Canadian National Committee for
IUPAC has been making travel awards enabling young
Canadian scientists to attend and make presentations at IUPAC-
sponsored conferences overseas. These awards are financed
primarily by the Gendron Fund, in memory of Pierre Gendron,
a noted Canadian chemist who organized a highly successful
IUPAC Congress in Vancouver, BC in 1981. The Gendron Fund
is administered by the Canadian Society for Chemistry, and its
contribution is supplemented by CNC/IUPAC’s program of
Company Associates. Most member-countries of IUPAC have
national committees which handle liaison with IUPAC-HQ, but,
as far as can be ascertained, the Canadian National Committee
is the only one which operates a travel awards scheme. 

This year the biennial IUPAC Congress and General Assembly
is being held in Ottawa, ON. The Canadian National
Committee for IUPAC decided that it would not be sensible to
send its awardees overseas when they could make a valuable
contribution to our own Congress. Therefore, for the first and
perhaps the only time, it was decided to restrict applications to
those young Canadian chemists who were willing to attend the
Ottawa Congress, and perhaps also the concomitant IUPAC
General Assembly (as observers). 

The following are the winners of the competition for
CNC/IUPAC’s Travel Awards competition for 2003. 

Rabin Bissessur, MCIC, is an assistant
professor of chemistry at the department
of chemistry of the University of Prince
Edward Island in Charlottetown, PEI.
His current research interests are
focused on the synthesis, characterization
and physicochemical properties of
intercalation compounds.

Alexandre Brolo, MCIC, is an assistant
professor at the department of chemistry of
the University of Victoria in British Columbia.
His current research interests are focused on
the application of spectroscopy to the in-situ
investigation of electrochemical processes.

Holger Eichhorn, MCIC, is an assistant professor of
chemistry at the department of chemistry and biochemistry
of the University of Windsor in Windsor, ON. His current
research interests are focused on meso-morphism as a
gateway to new materials for nanotechnology.

Hans-Peter Loock, MCIC, is an assistant
professor of chemistry at the department of
chemistry of Queen’s University in
Kingston, ON. His current research interests
include the study of highly excited
molecules using a molecular beam
apparatus, laser excitation and state
selective detection of the photo-products
(charged ions or electrons).

Scott Mabury, ACIC, is an associate professor of environmental
chemistry at the department of chemistry of the University of
Toronto. His current research interests are focused on both
fundamental and applied aspects of environmental organic
chemistry.

R. Scott Murphy, MCIC, is an assistant professor at the department
of chemistry and biochemistry of the University of Regina in
Regina, SK. His current research interests are focused on
physical organic chemistry, especially supramolecular
asymmetric photochemistry.

Erika Plettner, MCIC, is an assistant professor of chemistry at
the department of chemistry of Simon Fraser University,
Burnaby, BC. Her current research interests are focused on
Cytochrome P450 in synthesis and insect pheromone olfaction.
She is the co-organizer of Symposium OR06 at the Ottawa
2003 Congress on natural and artificial chemosensors.

Mark Stradiotto, MCIC, is an assistant professor of chemistry
at the department of chemistry of Dalhousie University in
Halifax, NS. His current research interests are directed towards
the creative design of new and highly reactive organometallic
complexes for use in synthetic applications, and on the
development of innovative approaches to homogeneous catalyst

recovery and recycling using non-standard
reaction media.

Rik Tykwinski, MCIC, is an associate
professor of chemistry at the department
of chemistry of the University of
Alberta, Edmonton, AB. His current

research interests are in the general area
of carbon rich compounds.

Hua-Zhong Yu, MCIC, is an assistant
professor of chemistry at the department of

chemistry of Simon Fraser University in
Burnaby, BC. His current research interests are

focused on surface modification, self-assembly,
and nanomaterials.
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