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When Catholics from ev-
ery nation gather next 
summer for the 50th 

International Eucharistic Con-
gress in Dublin, Ireland, they will 
be welcomed to a week of cele-
brations linking faith and culture 
to mark the 50th anniversary of 
the Second Vatican Council.

On Nov. 5, a one-day Archdi-
ocesan Eucharistic Congress will 
help Catholics in Vancouver pre-
pare for the Dublin celebrations, 

Emerald Isle to be there in person 
or to follow events from home.

The Vancouver Eucharistic 
Congress will start with Mass 
celebrated by Archbishop J. Mi-
chael Miller, CSB, at 9 a.m. at St. 
Matthew’s Church, at 16079 88 

Ave. in Surrey. Bishop Richard 
Gagnon of Victoria will give the 
morning address.

After a Eucharistic devotion 
and prayer, Father Tien Tran, pas-
tor of All Saints Parish and chair-
man of the Archdiocesan Liturgy 
Commission, will talk about the 
new English translation of the 
Roman Missal.

The Blessed Sacrament will be 
exposed for the entire day, and an 
exhibition from the Vatican col-
lection of Eucharistic Miracles 
will be displayed. Events will 
conclude with Benediction at 
3:30 p.m.

Those wishing to attend should 
register at www.rcav.org/eucon-
gress/ before Oct. 31. The $15 fee 
includes lunch.
lmcmahon@rcav.org

Eucharistic Congress 
offers help for Dublin
St. Matthew’s to host one-day event
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By Laureen McMahon
Diamond jubilarian Msgr. Pe-

dro Lopez-Gallo may be celebrat-
ing 60 years of priesthood, but he 
remains as active in the Church’s 

-
dained Dec. 21, 1951, in Jalapa, 
Veracruz, in his native Mexico.

On Dec. 14 Archbishop J. Mi-
chael Miller, CSB, will celebrate a 

diamond jubilee Mass at 5 p.m. at 
Holy Rosary Cathedral in honour 
of Msgr. Lopez-Gallo’s 60 years 
of ministry.

The jubilarian is pastor of St. 
Pius X Parish in North Vancou-
ver, but the cathedral was cho-
sen, said St. Pius X parishioner 
Pat Deppiesse, because a long list 
See ENERGIZED – Page 9

No ‘diamond’  
in the rough
Sixty years and still going strong

Special to The B.C. Catholic
Pope Benedict XVI with former schoolmate Monsignor Pedro Lo-
pez-Gallo during an audience in Rome.

Brent Mattson / The B.C. Catholic
Archbishop J. Michael Miller, 
CSB (left), Dr. Jonathan Ray-
mond, and Senator Gerry St. 
Germain all praised Dr. Chris-
tine Jones at her installation 
as president of Redeemer 

President’s 
choice

College leader finds redemption
Redeemer Pacific lands new president, 
only second since school’s birth in ’99
By Brent Mattson

newest president, Dr. Christine 
Jones, may march to the beat 
of her own drum, but she also 
doesn’t mind singing along with 
the group.

Dr. Jonathan Raymond, presi-
dent of Trinity Western Univer-
sity, noticed this as Dr. Jones sang 
along with the choir during her 
Oct. 15 installation Mass at St. 
Nicholas Church in Langley.

“I could tell that she had sung in 
a choir, because she was not sing-
ing the melody,” he said. “She was 
singing another part, and it blend-
ed in so beautifully, and I thought, 

‘Here’s a leader who knows how 
to sing with others.’”

Archbishop J. Michael Miller, 
CSB, celebrated the Mass and of-

second president of Redeemer 

with Trinity Western University. 
She replaced Tom Hamel, who 
founded the college with the help 
of Trinity Western and many from 
the Archdiocese of Vancouver.

During his speech Archbishop 
Miller told Dr. Jones to follow the 
spirit of Blessed John Henry New-
man, who, as a Catholic educa-
tor, integrated intellectual pursuits 
See JONES – Page 9
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Jones aspires to make faith come alive

Continued from Page 1
of Msgr. Lopez-Gallo’s friends 
were planning to come for the cel-
ebrations, including several bish-
ops and priests from around the 
world and other parts of Canada.

After being ordained, Msgr. 

Coatapec, Mexico. A year later he 
was sent to Rome, where he earned 
a doctorate in theology from the 
Angelicum University. Before his 
return to Mexico he was invited 
by Pope Pius XII to work in the 
Vatican.

fascinating assignments, interest-
ing people, and wonderful trips. 
Among many highlights was his 
assistance at the conclaves lead-
ing to the elections of Popes John 
XXIII and Paul VI.

In 1978, after earning canoni-
cal and civil law degrees from the 

-
an, Msgr. Lopez-Gallo was asked 
by Archbishop James Carney of 
Vancouver to establish the Van-
couver Matrimonial Tribunal.

Today he continues to direct the 
tribunal and is also judicial vicar 
for other B.C. dioceses, as well as 

being pastor of St. Pius X Parish. 
In addition, as regular B.C. Catho-
lic readers will know, he pens a 

weekly column on the Catholic 
faith and Church teachings and 
traditions for this newspaper.

A decade ago, when Msgr. 
Lopez-Gallo reached his 50th an-
niversary of ordination, St. Pius 
X parishioners published a collec-
tion of his newspaper columns in a 
book titled Succession. One faith-
ful reader commented at that time, 
“Monsignor realizes that people 
today yearn for more knowledge 
of the basics of their faith.”

All money from the book sales, 
said Deppiesse, went to charities 
supported by Msgr. Lopez-Gallo. 
The book “was mostly a gift from 
parishioners to ourselves in appre-
ciation for what he has achieved at 
the parish,” she added.

A limited number of tickets for 
the jubilee banquet at the Italian 
Cultural Centre after the Mass are 
available for $60; they should be 
ordered by Nov. 15 from Suzie at 
St. Pius X Parish, 604-929-1404. 
No tickets are required for the 
Mass.

lmcmahon@rcav.org 

Energized Msgr. keeps on going

Continued from Page 1
with holiness. Blessed Newman 
“presented a coherent and com-
pelling vision of what it means to 
be an educated Christian.”

Archbishop Miller said the 
goal of Catholic higher edu-
cation goes beyond utilitarian 
goals of teaching people to do 

employment after they graduate. 
He insisted the goal of a Catho-
lic liberal arts education should 
be to create well-formed lay men 
and women.

In her address, Dr. Jones said 
this distinct Christian view of 
education is alive and well at 

-
cited about her new role.

The students “live a true fel-
lowship both with each other and 
with their faculty and staff, and 
support one another in an excep-
tional way,” she said. “Those of 
us who live out our daily lives 
at the college know that we are 
‘surrounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses.’”

She said the goal of the facul-
ty is to make students’ faith alive 
and relevant through Catholic 
liberal-arts education.

“As they study the great pat-
rimony which is our Catholic 
spiritual, intellectual, and moral 
tradition, they are helped to ex-
amine everything they have re-
ceived from tradition in such a 
way as to make that inheritance 
their own.”

Dr. Raymond’s sentiments 
matched those of Dr. Jones. He 

have a sacred partnership: they 
are always working for God and 
God is always at work.

“In higher education every 
university aspires to produce 
graduates of competence, but to-
gether we aspire to produce grad-

uates of competence and charac-
ter, and by character I mean in 
the likeness of Jesus Christ,” Dr. 
Raymond said.

Those attending included 
Mayor Peter Fassbender of the 
City of Langley, Acting Mayor 

-
ship, Langley MLA Mary Polak, 
Abbotsford South MLA John 
van Dongen, and South Surrey 
MP Russ Hiebert. Senator Gerry 
St. Germain also spoke at the 
ceremony.

Dr. Jones has a BA from UBC 
and an MA and PhD from McGill. 
She has 17 years of teaching and 
administrative experience from 
SFU, UBC, the University of 
Montreal, McGill, and Redeemer 

bmattson@rcav.org 
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