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Case Backgrounder:  Residential Schools
In 1920, the federal Indian Act was changed, making it compulsory for all Aboriginal children between the ages of 7 and 15 to attend government schooling.  While largely funded by the federal government, the residential schools were primarily operated by the four main churches in Canada:  Catholic, Anglican, United, and Presbyterian.  The curriculum at these schools included moral training through physical labour, academic training in English or French, and basic and industrial training in order to prepare for employment on farms and so forth.  Students only spent a couple of hours each day in the classroom; the remainder of their day was spent working as they were responsible for all the cooking, cleaning, laundry, gardening, farming and so forth.

In the 1980s, former students in the residential schools began coming forward disclosing stories of mental, physical, and sexual abuse. So many came forward that an RCMP inquiry was called.  As a result, a number of individuals were charged with crimes and have since been before the courts.  Facing a vast number of potential legal suits, the government negotiated a controversial out-of-court settlement in the late 1990s.  In 2007, Prime Minister Harper offered a formal apology to all former students of the residential school system.
