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Case Backgrounder:  Vietnamese Boat People
In 1975 the American government pulled troops out of Saigon and the bitter war between North and South Vietnam was over.  However, this left hundreds of thousands of South Vietnamese people in fear for their lives as a result of their service to the South Vietnamese government or the American forces during the war.  Those who were able to fled the country, oftentimes in tiny, overcrowded boats and this is why they became known as “boat people”.


Between 1975 and 1976, Canada admitted 5,608 Vietnamese immigrants. Then again in 1979 and 1980, Canada opened its doors to additional 50,000 refugees.  Many of these Vietnamese refugees found settling in Canada to be a great challenge.  Unlike earlier groups of Vietnamese immigrants, the "Boat People" were diverse in that they included a variety of social classes and both urban and rural dwellers. The majority of those arriving in Canada did not speak English or French and had no relatives here to help them acclimate and find jobs. They also arrived during a period of economic downturn in Canada which made finding work even more difficult.

