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INTRODUCTION

During 1064 to 1094, a total of 10,593 primary sections were taught at SFU. Of this number,
1,215 sections (11 per cent) were less than 50 per cent full. The break down by year is: 413
sections in 2006/07, 450 in 2007/08, and 317 in 2008/09 (with the remaining 35 sections
occurring in 1094). In terms of courses’, there were a total of 5,207 courses of which 1,011 had
at least one section that was <50 per cent full. The breakdown by year is: 334 courses in
2006/07, 374 in 2007/08 and 269 in 2008/09 (and 34 courses in 1094).

Table 1: Course Sections <50 Percent Full by Faculty and Year

Faculty 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09
APSC 72 63 32
ARTS 91 124 69
BUS 17 21 10
CAT 54 45 30
EDUC 45 52 41
ENV 11 10 13
HSCI 5 14
SCI 123 130 108
SFU Total 413 450 317
Courses Total 334 374 269

Course Availability Study

This report constitutes Part Three of a larger four part study on course availability at SFU. It
focuses on primary course sections that are less than 50 per cent full. The purpose of this
analysis is to identify these courses and the general characteristics of their sections including
frequency, location, instructor ranking, and scheduled times. It is recognized that there may be
circumstances where underutilized course sections must continue to be offered for various
reasons. Reasons mightinclude: scheduled at inconvenient times, students who need it could
not take the prerequisite courses in time, course is not in demand, etc. The existence of a high
proportion of these courses in any department could suggest that it may be time for a
curriculum review. The intent is not to identify reasons for low utilization but to highlight these
course sections for closer review by individual departments. Appendix D contains a complete
listing of 2008/09 course sections that were less than 50 per cent full by department.

Part One of the study is essentially an analysis of course sections including their utilization and
capacity. Part One would provide an understanding of how well utilized seats and course
sections have been from 1064 through to 1094, at the university and at individual Faculty levels.

' The course count is a unique count for each fiscal year.



Part Two of the study focuses on primary courses that are 100 per cent full. These are the
course sections that students have difficulty registering for because the demand for seats
exceeds the supply.

Part Four of the study comprises two cases studies, one on the Department of Psychology and
the other on the Department of Geography. The purpose of these case studies is to seek to
understand the issues faced by students, and to illustrate how multiple issues can combine to
make the problem more acute for students. Another purpose of these case studies is to
illustrate simple analyses that can be conducted by individual departments to isolate problem
areas so that steps can be taken to resolve them. The period covered by both case studies is
from 1064 to 1091.

Scope and Definitions

The key research question for this report is what are the general characteristics of primary
course sections that are <50 per cent full and taught at SFU in the last ten terms. In particular,
the questions are:

1. What is the distribution of courses and course sections by location and term?
2. What is the distribution of the course sections by academic rank?
3. Are these courses scheduled at prime times?

As indicated in Part One, the analysis is based on end of week one course data collected for
terms 1064 to 1094. The data have been filtered to include only primary sections offered in
Burnaby (including distance education sections), Vancouver and Surrey. All secondary sections
are excluded, hence all references to sections are to primary sections except otherwise
specified. The following courses are also excluded: off campus courses, directed studies,
Foreign Exchange Program (FEP), English Bridge Program (EBP), COOP/practicum, field
placements, course challenges, and umbrella courses (e.g., EDUC 404).

A primary section is defined as the main instructional component of a course offering. There
are some courses which have more than one main instructional component. In these cases,
only the larger instructional component is included.

Seat utilization of a course section is derived by calculating student enrollment as a percentage
of maximum seat capacity of the section. Course section utilization has been grouped as
follows: <50 per cent, 50 - 79 per cent, 80 - 99 per cent, and >100 per cent. Sections with
missing maximum enrollment data have also been excluded.

Required courses are those listed in the 2008/09 SFU calendar as required for program
completion. For this study required courses include “required option” courses which are
courses that are grouped and specified as “required” but students may choose from among
them.



In order to assist forward planning, all courses and course sections are grouped in accordance
with the new faculty structure.

Limitations

Like the other parts, this part of the study is also dependant on the accuracy of the source data.
Note that in some areas, the quality of the data may be wanting. For example, the analysis on
utilization is dependent on the maximum class capacity being accurate. Sometimes the
maximum class size data reflects the physical maximum seats the room can accommodate and
not the teaching maximum class size.

The identification of required, pre-requisite, and co-requisite courses was done by a

combination of data extraction and manual review of the 2008/09 calendar. The number of
required courses is enhanced because it includes required option courses.

Structure of the Report

This report is comprised of the Introduction and three sections. Each section addresses each of
the research questions stipulated above.



PRIMARY COURSE SECTIONS BY TERM AND LOCATION

This section will address the question: what is the distribution of course sections that are <50
per cent full by term and location. The scope of this investigation is limited to those courses
that had at least one course section that was <50 per cent full in 2008/09 only. However, data
for these courses include the utilization rate of all the sections ever taught by term going back
to 2006/07.

The format of the tables shown in this section is dense. There is a table for every Faculty. Each
table contains a list of courses with the seat utilization rate of each of their primary course
sections by term and campus. In addition, the table contains a tally of the total sections taught
between 1064 and 1094, a count of sections that were <50 per cent full, and percent column that
indicates what percentage of sections taught were <50 per cent full. The last column in the
table also indicates whether the course is a WQB, required or pre-requisite/co-requisite course.

Faculty of Applied Science

In 2006/07, there were 93 courses offered and a total of 200 course sections taught. Of these 51
courses (55 per cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 72 sections (36 per
cent) that were <50 per cent full. In 2007/08, the number of courses was increased to 100 and
course sections to 208. Of these, 49 courses (49 per cent) had at least one section that was <50
per cent full and 63 sections (30 per cent) were <50 per cent full. In 2008/09, the number of
courses increased to 107 and the course sections was reduced to 207. Of these, 30 courses (28
per cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 32 course sections (15 per
cent) were <50 per cent full (see Table 2).

Table 2: APSC Courses and Course Sections by Year

APSC 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09

Unique Courses Taught 93 100 107
Courses at least one section<50% full 51 49 30
% 55% 49% 28%
APSC Course Sections Taught 200 208 207
Sections<50% full 72 63 32
% 36% 30% 15%

The sections that are less than 50 per cent utilized are at times the only section offered in a
term and at other times one of a number of sections offered in a term. Table 3 shows the
historical course offering of courses with at least one section that was less than 50 percent full
in 2008/09. The table provides information on seat utilization each term. Where more than one
section is taught in a term, the per cent utilization is summed for all sections and the total
number of sections is shown in brackets. For example, “333%(4)” means that 4 sections of the
course was taught in the term and the sum of course utilization was 333% for the 4 sections.
Highlighted in blue are terms where at least one of the sections taught is less than 50 percent



full. The table also indicates whether a course is a WQAB course, a required course or a
prerequisite/co-requisite course as specified in the 2008/09 calendar.

Table 3: APSC - Courses with at least one section <50 per cent full in 2008/09

Campus/ 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 [ [ Total [ <s0% |
Course 1064 1067 | 1071 | 1074 1077 1081 | 1084 1087 1091 | 1094 | Sect | # % |WOB, REQ, PRECO
BURNABY 100 53 53%
CMPT 310 46% 100% 37% | 20% 80% 30% | 24% 91% 70% | 91% 10| 5 50% |REQ, PRECO
CMPT 371 96%  65% 69% | 100%  45% 60% | 48% 100% 96% 9| 2 22% |REQ, PRECO
CMPT 406 23% 35% 3| 3 100% |REQ
CMPT 408 50% 28% 10% 3| 2 67% |[REQ
CMPT 418 58% 50% 47% 3| 1 33% |[REQ
CMPT 464 24% 37% 2| 2 100% |REQ
CMPT 467 25% 1| 1 100% |REQ
CMPT 477 23% 20% 45% 3| 3 100% |REQ
CMPT 481 25%  13% 27% 30%  25% 5| 5 100% |REQ
ENSC 215 36% 85% 64% 3| 1 33% |REQ, PRECO
ENSC 224 47% 42% 95% 3 2 67%
ENSC 225 37% 70% | 38% 81% | 35% 94% | 46% 7| 4 57% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
ENSC 320 49% 83% | 64% 78% | 39% 90% | 68% 7| 2 29% |REQ, PRECO
ENSC 325 98%  58% 88%  44% 106%  36% 100% 7| 2 29% |REQ, PRECO
ENSC 328 60% 40% 2| 1 50% |PRECO
ENSC 350 40% 68% | 36% 85% | 38% 83% | 24% 7| 4 57% |REQ, PRECO
ENSC 351 57%  92% 88%  73% 92% 42% 6| 1 17% |REQ, PRECO
ENSC 370 40% 60% 25% 3| 2 67% |[REQ
ENSC 372 40% 25% 2| 2 100% |REQ, PRECO
ENSC 450 98% 58% 29% 3] 1 33% |[REQ
ENSC 460 89% 95% | 94%  27% 100% | 36% 36% | 48% 8 4 s0%
ENSC 472 25% 1| 1 100% |REQ
ENSC 476 5% 10% 2| 2 100% [REQ
VANCOUVER | | | | | | 9 8 89%
CMPT 126 30% 39% 33% 3| 3 100% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
CMPT 225 90% 40% 45% 3| 2 67% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
CMPT 300 20% 43% 2| 2 100% |REQ, PRECO
CMPT 419 25% 1| 1 100% |REQ
CMPT 150 8% 33% 3% 81% 2% 83% 6| 4 67% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
CMPT 379 42% 25% 48% 3| 3 100% |REQ
ENSC 182 100% | 100% 333%(4 6| 1 17% |REQ, PRECO
Tot Sections g 11| 13 9| 12| 16 17 | 18 9 4 69 56%

Some observations on the data in Table 3 include:

None of its 100-level courses was less than 50 per cent full at least once with the
exception of one course in Vancouver (CMPT 126) and one course in Surrey (CMPT 150).

e Twelve courses were less than 50 per cent full every time it was offered. (These courses
show up with 100% in the % column in Table 3.)

e CMPT 406 in 1067 (see red box) was withdrawn by end of week 3 that term due to low
enrollment.

e Of the courses listed, only two courses were not required or prerequisites or WQB.
These were ENSC 224 and ENSC 460. Two of the three times that ENSC 224 was offered,
it was less than 50 per cent full but at its third offering in 1094, it was 95 per cent full.
ENSC 460 used to be well utilized but in the last three terms, enrollment has dropped
below 50 per cent of class capacity.



e The utilization rate of some of these courses is consistently high in Spring but not in
Summer. These courses include: ENSC 225, 320 and 350 but enrollment for ENSC has
increased significantly in 1094.

e Summer courses with significantly improved utilization in 1094 compared to previous
Summer terms include: CMPT 310, ENSC 215, 224, and 325 in Burnaby. CMPT 150 was
offered for the first time in summer (1094) in Surrey, and its utilization rate (83 per cent)
that term was the highest it has ever been.

It should be noted that one underutilized course was eventually cancelled due to low
enrollment: CMPT 406 (3% at EWK1 in 1067).

Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences (FASS)

In 2006/07, there were 691courses offered and a total of 1,458 course sections taught. Of these
84 courses (12 per cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 91 sections (6
per cent) that were <50 per cent full. In 2007/08, the number of courses was increased to 698
and course sections to 1,444. Of these, 107 courses (15 per cent) had at least one section that
was <50 per cent full and 124 sections (9 per cent) were <50 per cent full. In 2008/09, the
number of courses decreased to 685 and the course sections decreased to 1,401. Of these, 66
courses (10 per cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and é9 course sections
(5 per cent) were <50 per cent full (see Table 4).

Table 4: FASS Courses and Course Sections

FASS 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09

Unique Co urses Taught 691 698 685
Courses at least one section<50% full 84 107 66
% 12% 15% 10%
Course Sections Taught 1,458 1,444 1,401
Sections<50% full 91 124 69
% 6% 9% 5%

Table 5 shows the historical course offering of courses with at least one section that was less
than 50 percent full in 2008/09. The table provides information on seat utilization each term.
Where more than one section is taught in a term, the per cent utilization is summed for all
sections and the total number of sections is shown in brackets. For example, “333%(4)” means
that 4 sections of the course was taught in the term and the sum of course utilization was 333%
for the 4 sections. Highlighted in blue are terms where at least one of the sections taught is
less than 50 percent full. The table also indicates whether a course is a WQB course, a required
course or a prerequisite/co-requisite course as specified in the 2008/09 calendar.



Table 5: FASS -- Courses with at least one section <50 per cent full in 2008/09
2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 <50%

1067 1077 1087

1081

307 96 31%
ARCH 332 46% 97% 98% 93% 29% 73% 6| 2 33% |REQ
ARCH 333 63% 80% 58% 33% 38% 5| 2 40% |REQ
ARCH 378 70% 45% 2| 1 50% |REQ
ARCH 438 43% 43% 2| 2 100% |REQ
ARCH 471 77% 107% 93% 60% 66% 40% 6| 1 17% |wQB, REQ
CHIN 190 33% 17% 104%(2) 4 3 75%
CHIN 191 40% 17% 28% 100% 4 3 75%
CHIN 290 40% 60% 28% 3l 2 67%
CHIN 291 47% 60% 28% 3l 2 67%
CHIN 292 32% 1| 1 100%
CNS 260 40% 57% 2| 1 50% |wQB
CRIM 462 94% 62% 69% | 40% 51% 70% | 43% 59% 148% | 63% 10 2 20%
ECON 387 97% 86% 62% 45% 4 1 25%
ECON 484 70% 40% 65% | 85% 70% | 75% 45% | 60% 8| 2 25%
ECON 496 85% 30% | 40% 3| 2 6%
ENGL 376 100% 70%(2) 40%  103%(2) 6| 3 50%
ENGL 394 96% 100% 43% 3| 1 33% |REQ
FNST 301 37% 40% 23% 3| 3 100% |REQ
FNST 402 50% 40% 2| 1 50%
FNST 403 30% 1| 1 100% |REQ
FREN 122 41% 256%(3) | 262%(3) 25206(3) | 321%(4) | 64% 229%(3)  328%(4) 22| 2 9% |REQ, PRECO
FREN 210 311%(3)  258%(3) 380%(4) | 268%(3) | 41% 275%(3) 250%(3) | 56% 21| 1 5% |REQ, PRECO
FREN 212 161%(2) 68% 144%(2) 59% 135%(2) 16% | 9| 3 33% |PRECO
FREN 222 200%(2) | 205%(3) 210%(3) | 241%(3) 173%(2)  198%(3) | 72% 17| 1 6% |REQ, PRECO
FREN 301 269%(2) 104%  240%(3) 104%(2)  182%(2) 12 3 25% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
FREN 415 36% 1| 1 100%
GERM 201 52% 48% 48% 3| 2 67% |PRECO
GERM 202 44% 40% 36% 3| 3 100% |PRECO
HIST 320 45% 1| 1 100% |REQ, PRECO
HIST 336 20% 1| 1 100% |REQ
HIST 374 53% 95% 83% 39% 4| 1 25% |WQB, REQ
HIST 391 20% 85% 95% 25% 85% 5] 2 40%
HUM 385 91% 44% 81% 5| 2 a0%
ITAL 101 50% | 145%(2) 5%  1619%(2) 44%  150%(2) 9| 2 22% |PRECO
LING 221 50% 95% 83% | 65% 73% 58% | 40% 93% 98% | 58% 10| 1 10% |REQ, PRECO
LING 290 34% 1| 1 100%
LING 309 74% 40% 100% 3 1 33% |wQB, REQ
LING 322 100% 66% 83% | 71% 80% 7% | 40% 66% 100% | 57% 10| 1 10% |REQ, PRECO
PHIL 214 30% 33% 2| 2 100% |wQB, PRECO
PHIL 314 73% 10% 40% 3| 2 67% |REQ
PHIL 333 100% 100% 40% 7% 6% | 71% 6| 2 33%
PHIL 343 100% 100% 94% 80%(2) 5/ 1 20% |REQ
POL 221 131%(2) 183%(2) 173%(3) | 78% 142%(2) 92% | 86% 33% | 93% 14| 3 21% |REQ
POL 329 15% 23% 2| 2 100%
POL 359 90% 15% 100%  123%(2) 5[ 2 40%
POL 459 30% 135%(2) 3| 2 67% |REQ
PSYC 388 89% | 63% 76% | 95% 42% 71% 6| 1 17% |REQ
PSYC 451 33% 25% 2| 2 100%
PSYC 491 370%(4)  200%(2) 85% 247%(3) | 97% 75%  220%(3) 15| 1 7% |REQ
SA 250 98% 200%(2) 200%(2) | 90% 188%(2) 180%(2) | 87% 70% 141%(2) | 90% 15| 1 7% |REQ, PRECO
SA 450 20% 60% 80% 40% 40% 5| 3 60% |REQ
SA 451 40% 40% 40% 3| 3 100% |REQ
SPAN 303 96% 32% 36% 3| 2 67% [PRECO
SPAN 304 89% 48% 40% 3 2 67%
VANCOUVER | | | | | | 19 10 53%
ARCH 131 88% 90% 7% 3] 1 33% |wQB, REQ, PRECO
ECON 103 75% 100% | 88% 98% | 75% 34% | 100% 7| 1 14% |wQB, REQ, PRECO
ENGL 383 40% 1| 1 100%
FREN 198 37% 37% 2| 2 100%
IS 419 40% 48% 36% 3| 3 100% |REQ
LBST 101 91%(2) 2| 1 50% |REQ
SPAN 201 38% 1| 1 100% |REQ, PRECO
SURREY | | | [ | | 11 8 73%
ECON 282 20% 25% 2| 2 100%
EXPL 160 88% 58% 45% 3| 1 33% |WQB, PRECO
EXPL 170 88% 39% 32% 3] 2 6%
GERM 102 48% 40% 2| 2 100% |PRECO
WL 310 40% 1| 1 100%
Tot Sections 11 | 42 | 47 8| 40 | 51 18 | 48 | 60 12| 337 114 34%

~



Some observations include:

e In Burnaby, only 3 courses were at the 100-level and they were all language courses
(CHIN 190, CHIN 191 and ITAL 101). In Vancouver and Surrey, four of six courses and
three of five courses respectively were 100-level courses.

e Nineteen courses were less than 50 per cent full every time it was offered. (These
courses show up with 100% in the % column in Table 5.)

e Three sections were withdrawn by end of week three, including one section of FREN 301
and HUM 385 in 1067, and one section of FREN 212 in 1091 (see courses with red box).

e Of the courses listed, 25 courses were not required or prerequisites or WQB.

e At least nine courses are listed here because they are popular courses with multiple
sections taught and one of those sections are <50 per cent full.

Faculty of Business Administration (BUS)

In 2006/07, there were 72 courses offered and a total of 277 course sections taught. Of these 13
courses (18 per cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 17 sections (é per
cent) that were <50 per cent full. In 2007/08, the number of courses was increased to 73 and
course sections to 296. Of these, 14 courses (19 per cent) had at least one section that was <50
per cent full and 21 sections (7 per cent) were <50 per cent full. In 2008/09, the number of
courses increased to 75 and the course sections increased to 318. Of these, 9 courses (12 per
cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 10 course sections (3 per cent)
were <50 per cent full (see Table é).

Table 6: BUS Courses and Course Sections

BUS 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09

Unique Courses Taught 72 73 75
Courses at least one section<50% full 13 14 9
% 18% 19% 12%
Course Sections T aught 277 296 318
Sections<50% full 17 21 10
% 6% 7% 3%

Table 7 shows the historical course offering of courses with at least one section that was less
than 50 percent full in 2008/09. The table provides information on seat utilization each term.
Where more than one section is taught in a term, the per cent utilization is summed for all
sections and the total number of sections is shown in brackets. For example, “333%(4)” means
that 4 sections of the course was taught in the term and the sum of course utilization was 333%
for the 4 sections. Highlighted in blue are terms where at least one of the sections taught is



less than 50 percent full. The table also indicates whether a course is a WQB course, a required
course or a prerequisite/co-requisite course as specified in the 2008/09 calendar.

Some observations include:

e None of BUS 200-level courses had less than 50 per cent utilization. There are no 100-
level courses in Business.

e Two courses were less than 50 per cent full every time they were offered albeit only
once a year, namely BUS 459 in Burnaby and BUS 314 in Surrey. Both these courses are
required courses.

e Allthe courses listed were required and/or prerequisite and/or WQB courses.

e One section of BUS 347 was withdrawn by the end of week three in 1091 due insufficient
enrollment to sustain a second section.

e Compared to other faculties, BUS has the least number and lowest percentage of
courses that have at least one section that is <50 percent full.

Table 7: BUS -- Courses with at least one section <50 per cent full in 2008/09

Campus/ \ 2006/07 [ 2007/08 [ 2008/09 \ Total | <50%
Course 1064 1067 1071 | 1074 1077 1081 | 1084 1087 1091 | 1094 | Sect| # % |WQB, REQ, PRECO
| BURNABY 50 18 36%
BUS 315 100% 100% | 189%(2) | 80% |  100% | 166%(2) | 98% | 200%(2) | 125%(2) | 100% 14| 1 7% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
BUS 347 100% | 200%(2) 100% | 63% | 203%(2) 100% | 100% | 200%(2) [103%(2) § 100% 14| 1 7% |REQ, PRECO
BUS 435 97% 43% | 51% 97% 40% 5| 2 40% |REQ
BUS 459 26% 29% 2| 2 100% |REQ
BUS 464 54% 37% | 23% 14% | 20% 66% 6| 4 67% REQ
BUS 468 31% 17% 49% | 31% 40% 40% | 46% 49% 60% 9| 8 89% |REQ
| SURREY 7 4 51%
BUS 314 49% 40% 2| 2 100% |REQ
BUS 446 53% 37% 2| 1 50% |REQ
BUS 492 49% 59% | 68% 3| 1 33% |REQ
| Tot Sections 5 5 6 5 6 6 4 10 7 3 57 22 39%

Faculty of Communication, Art and Technology (FCAT)

In 2006/07, there were 247 courses offered and a total of 403 course sections taught. Of these
46 courses (19 per cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 54 sections (13
per cent) that were <50 per cent full. In 2007/08, the number of courses was increased to 230
and course sections to 386. Of these, 42 courses (18 per cent) had at least one section that was
<50 per cent full and 45 sections (12 per cent) were <50 per cent full. In 2008/09, the number of
courses increased to 235 and the course sections increased to 387 Of these, 28 courses (12 per
cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 30 course sections (8 per cent)
were <50 per cent full (see Table 8).




Table 8: FCAT - Courses and Course Sections by Year

FCAT 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09

Unique Courses Taught 247 230 235
Courses at least one section<50% full 46 42 28
% 19% 18% 12%
Course Sections Taught 403 386 387
Sections<50% full 54 45 30
% 13% 12% 8%

Table 9 shows the historical course offering of courses with at least one section that was less
than 50 percent full in 2008/09. The table provides information on seat utilization each term.
Where more than one section is taught in a term, the per cent utilization is summed for all
sections and the total number of sections is shown in brackets. For example, “333%(4)” means
that 4 sections of the course was taught in the term and the sum of course utilization was 333%
for the 4 sections. Highlighted in blue are terms where at least one of the sections taught is
less than 50 percent full. The table also indicates whether a course is a WQB course, a required
course or a prerequisite/co-requisite course as specified in the 2008/09 calendar.

Table 9: FCAT - Courses with at least one section <50 per cent full in 2008/09

Campus/ \ 2006/07 [ 2007/08 [ 2008/09 [ Total | <50%
Course 1064 1067 1071 | 1074 1077 1081 | 1084 1087 1091 | 1094 | Sect | # % |WQB, REQ, PRECO

BURNABY 86 32 37%
CMNS 304 100% | 100% | 81% | 93% | 94% | 49% 64% 82% | 81% 9] 1 11% [wQB
CMNS 371 83% | 77% | 77% | 36% | 78% | 99% | 100% 45% 98% | 94% 10| 2 20% |REQ
CMNS 428 | 108%(2) 50% | 80% | 60% | 96% 48% 110% 8| 2 25%
CMNS 437 92% 922% 37% 100% 4| 1 25% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 245 40% | 50% 40% | 70% 30% 83% 6| 3 50% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 246 67% | 70% 33% | 50% 47% 67% 6] 2 33% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 247 76% 87% 48% 3| 1 33% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
FPA 270 65% 50% 35% 3| 1 33% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 272 30% 1| 1 100% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 340 73% 93% 47% 3| 1 33% |REQ
FPA 345 70% | 50% 90% | 50% 30% 100% 6| 1 17% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 346 70% | 40% 40% | 50% 30% 80% 6] 3 50% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 420 80% 93% 33% 3| 1 33% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 421 67% 87% 44% 3| 1 33% |REQ
FPA 427 54% 38% 23% 3| 2 67% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 428 33% 27% 20% 3| 3 100% |REQ
FPA 445 40% | 140% 40% | 60% 40% 60% 6| 3 50% |REQ, PRECO
FPA 470 25% 8% 8% 3| 3 100% |REQ
CMNS 353 84% | 63% | 67% | 104% 48% 89% 6] 1 17% |PRECO
CMNS 445 43% 60% 2| 1 50%
CMNS 446 32% 1] 1 100%
CMNS 453 50%(2) | 85% | 40% | 25% | 87% 38% 56% 8| 5 63% PRECO
CMNS 488 90% | 35% | 17% | 88% | 63% 47% 6] 3 50%
FPA 289 29% 33% 2| 2 100% |REQ
IAT 402 103% 60%(2) 3] 2 67% |REQ, PRECO
IAT 403 80% 98%(2) 3| 1 33% |REQ, PRECO
IAT 404 93% 47%(2) 3| 2 67% |REQ
IAT 405 79% 77%(2) 3| 1 33% |REQ

123 51 41%

Tot Sections 2

Some observations include:

e None of the 100 level courses had less than 50 per cent utilization in 2008/09.
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e Five courses were less than 50 per cent full every time they were offered albeit once a
year. (In table 9, these courses have 100% in the column with heading “<50%".

e Four of these courses are not required, not prerequisite/corequisite and not WQB. (In
table 9, these courses have a blank in the column with heading “WQB, REQ, PRECO".)

e No sections were cancelled before end of week three.

Faculty of Education (EDUC)

In 2006/07, there were 80 courses offered and a total of 247 course sections taught. Of these 26
courses (33 per cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 45 sections (18 per
cent) that were <50 per cent full. In 2007/08, the number of courses was increased to 83 and
course sections to 285. Of these, 29 courses (35 per cent) had at least one section that was <50
per cent full and 52 sections (18 per cent) were <50 per cent full. In 2008/09, the number of
courses decreased to 77 and the course sections decreased to 265 Of these, 15 courses (19 per
cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 41 course sections (15 per cent)
were <50 per cent full (see Table 10).

Table 10: EDUC - Courses and Course Sections by Year

EDUC 2006/0 7 2007/08 2008/09

Unique Courses Taught 80 83 77
Courses at least one section<50% full 26 29 15
% 33% 35% 19%
Course Sections Taught 247 285 265
Sections<50% full 45 52 41
% 18% 18% 15%

Table 11 shows the historical course offering of courses with at least one section that was less
than 50 percent full in 2008/09. The table provides information on seat utilization each term.
Where more than one section is taught in a term, the per cent utilization is summed for all
sections and the total number of sections is shown in brackets. For example, “333%(4)” means
that 4 sections of the course was taught in the term and the sum of course utilization was 333%
for the 4 sections. Highlighted in blue are terms where at least one of the sections taught is
less than 50 percent full. The table also indicates whether a course is a WQAB course, a required
course or a prerequisite/co-requisite course as specified in the 2008/09 calendar.

Some observations include:
e None of the 100- and 200-level courses are less than 50 per cent full.

e EDUC 450 was the only course that was less than 50 per cent full every time it was
offered. Itis only offered once a year.
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e Four of the courses were not required, prerequisites or WQB courses, namely EDUC
352, EDUC 390, EDUC 406 and EDUC 450.

e Two courses which had multiples sections had one of its sections cancelled before the
end of week three: EDUC 402 in 1081 and EDUC 401 in 1091.

Table 11: EDUC -- Courses with at least one section <50 per cent full in 2008/09

Campus/ I 2006/07 I 2007/08 I 2008/09 \ Total | <50%
Course 1064 1067 1071 1074 1077 1081 1084 1087 1091 1094 | Sect | # % |WQB, REQ, PRECO
[BURNABY 130 62 48%
EDUC 352 57% 67% 26% 3] 1 33%
EDUC 358 57% 43% 64% 3| 1 33% |REQ
EDUC 370 | 155%(2) 234%(3) 218%(3) 100% | 234%(3) 12| 3 25% |REQ
EDUC 380 53% 20% 17% 20% 6% 20% 20% 7| 6 86% |REQ
EDUC 390 43% 1] 1 100%
EDUC 401 185%(3) | 177%(3) 60% | 114%(2) | 136%(3 94%(2) | 50%(2) 60% 17| 9 53% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
EDUC 402 221%(3) | 97%(2) 182%(3) | 86%(3) 110%(3) 25% 15| 9 60% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
EDUC 405 98%(2) | 183%(3) 125%(3) | 141%(2) 12% | 106%(3) | 98%(3) 17| 10 59% |REQ, PRECO
EDUC 406 75%(2) 2% 82%(2) 1% 8% 71 5 71%
EDUC 416 | 286%(3) 296%(4) 240%(3) 350%(4) 14| 2 14% |REQ
EDUC 450 37% 37% 29% 3| 3 100%
EDUC 452 43% 1| 1 100% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
EDUC 474 | 278%(4) 97%(3) 93%(2) 145%(2) 11| 5 45% |REQ
EDUC 478 67% 57% 33% 27% 4| 2 50% |REQ
EDUC 480 | 215%(4) 292%(4) 260%(4) 243%(3) 15| 4 27% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
RR A 69%
EDUC 401 126%(2) 80% | 108%(3) 42% | 80%(2) | 51%(3) 12| 8 67% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
EDUC 402 137%(2) 1520%(2) | 63%(3) 62% | 87%(3) 11| 6 55% |WQB, REQ, PRECO
EDUC 405 86% 51%(2) 60% 71%(3) | 61%(2) 9| 7 78% |REQ, PRECO
EDUC 406 20% 1] 1 100%
EDUC 450 25% 1] 1 100%
EDUC 474 37% 1| 1 100% |REQ

Tot Sections

Faculty of Environment (ENV)

In 2006/07, there were 78 courses offered and a total of 116 course sections taught. Of these 10
courses (13 per cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 11 sections (9 per
cent) that were <50 per cent full. In 2007/08, the number of courses remained at 78 and course
sections increased to 118. Of these, 10 courses (13 per cent) had at least one section that was
<50 per cent full and 10 sections (8 per cent) were <50 per cent full. In 2008/09, the number of
courses decreased to 74 and the course sections decreased to 111. Of these, 13 courses (18 per
cent) had at least one section that was <50 per cent full, and 13 course sections (12 per cent)
were <50 per cent full (see Table 12).

Table 12: ENV - Courses and Course Sections by Year

ENV 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09

Unique Courses Taught 78 78 74
Courses at least one section<50% full 10 10 13
% 13% 13% 18%
Course Sections Taught 116 118 111
Section s<50% full 11 10 13
% 9% 8% 12%

Table 13 shows the historical course offering of courses with at least one section that was less
than 50 percent full in 2008/09. The table provides information on seat utilization each term.
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Where more than one section is taught in a term, the per cent utilization is summed for all
sections and the total number of sections is shown in brackets. For example, “333%(4)” means
that 4 sections of the course was taught in the term and the sum of course utilization was 333%
for the 4 sections. Highlighted in blue are terms where at least one of the sections taught is
less than 50 percent full. The table also indicates whether a course is a WQB course, a required
course or a prerequisite/co-requisite course as specified in the 2008/09 calendar.

Table 13: ENV -- Courses with at least one section <50 per cent full in 2008/09

Some observations include:
e None of the 100-level courses were less than 50 per cent full.

e Two of the courses were less than 50 per cent full every time they were offered, namely
GEOG 417 and REM 311. Both these courses are required courses.

e Only one course listed in the tables is not a required, prerequisite or WQB course,
namely, GEOG 457.

e No cancellation of sections or courses occurred between the end of week one and the

In 2006/07, there were 7 course sections

sections . Of 2
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