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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Mary Lynn Stewart

As the new Chair of
Women’s Studies, I want
first to thank my predeces-
sot, Matjorie Cohen, who led
the department for three
eventful and satisfying years,
during which the department
introduced the Ph.D. pro-
gram, celebrated its thirtieth
anniversary (during the Uni-
versity’s fortieth anniversary
year) and sponsored no
fewer than four major con-
ferences.  Last year alone
Martjorie, ably assisted by the
Ruth Wynn Woodward As-
sistant and other staff, held a
major conference on Eco-
nomic Security, “As If
Women Mattered” and a
day-long thirtieth anniversary

conference with four panels
of SFU-WS faculty and stu-
dents and WS faculty and
students from UBC, the Uni-
versity of Victoria, and as far
away as the University of
New Brunswick. The Ruth
Wynn Woodward Professor,
Liz Philipose, also organized
a successful conference on
Gender, Race, Islam and the
'War on Terror.! Liz and I
are discussing how best to
publish and circulate the con-
ference papers; one possibil-
ity is as the first in a series of
Occasional Papers. Another
signal achievement last year
was the award of three
SSHRCC graduate fellow-
ships to WS students and a

Women’s Studies Open

Mignon Alphonso

Simon Fraser University em-
barked on a year of activities
across three campuses start-
ing in September 2005 to
celebrate and prepare for its
40th Anniversary on June 3,
2006. On that day, SFU
hosted an Open House event

for the general public at the |

Burnaby Mountain campus.
Organizers created a Discov-
ery Trail consisting of over
250 displays (including facul-
ties’ and departments’ tables)
which weaved through the
campus and was engineered

to allow visitors to participate
in games and challenges, view
experiments and displays, and
collect stamps for their trail

Trish Garner and Roberta Rogers

SSHRCC research fellowship
to faculty member Jacqueline
Levitin.

Second, I want to intro-
duce myself to readers who
do not know me. I am a full-
time Professor of Women’s
Studies, after holding a joint
appointment with Women’s
Studies and History for
twenty-eight years. I have
been Chair once before, in
the mid-1990s, and was Coor-
dinator of the (then) Program
in Women’s Studies twice in
the 1980s. This experience
should help me fulfill an as-
signment that has become
more demanding over the

(Continued on page 3)

House

passports. Guests and their
children visited the various
zones, marked with colourful
balloons, with excitement as
' they collected stamps
for their passports.
Guests with more than
sixteen stamps had a
chance to win prizes
such as a colour laser
printer, an iPod, and
other spectacular give-
aways.  There were
also many activities for
children such as jug-
glers, balloon animals,
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The first problem
for all of us, men
and women, is not
to learn, but to
unlearn.

29

- Gloria Steinem

face painting, and games
with prizes, to name a
few. The day had some-
thing for everyonel

There were over 2,000
volunteers, which in-
cluded SFU staff and an
estimated 12,000 to
15,000 visitors making it
the biggest event in SFU’s
history. As part of the
Women Studies Depart-
ment’s commitment and
participation in this cele-
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past decade. Two of my
first observations are that
the Administration, and
therefore the Chair, has
become more bureaucratic
and that everything happens
earlier than ten years ago. 1
am honing my multi-tasking
and time-management
skills.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR cont’d

I began my tenure with
an Advance, a gathering of
faculty and, in our depart-
ment, graduate students to
discuss future directions
for the department. Such a
gathering is known, in
other departments, as a
Retreat. Eleven faculty
members and four stu-
dents attended an all-day
meeting divided into five
sessions chaired by the

Chair of the Undergraduate
Committee, Helen Leung;
the Chair of the Graduate
Committee, Marilyn Mac-
donald; the new Ruth
Wynn Woodward Profes-
sor, Kate Braid; the Library
Representative, Moninder
Bubber; Habiba Zaman,
who reported on her re-
search into outreach among
high school and college

www.sfu.ca/womens-studies

students, and Beth Pentney,
a PhD student who spoke
for graduate students. Two
of the issues that we identi-
fied for further work were
fund raising for graduate
scholarships and follow-up
research into how best to
reach high school and col-
lege students. We have al-
ready begun work on both
of these issues.

Women’s Studies Open House cont’d

(Continued from page 1)

bration, students, staff and
faculty volunteered their
time and energy to making
the department table a vi-
brant, informative, and fun
table to visit. The theme
presented at the WS table

Mignon Alphonso and Jennifer Jarvis

was ‘“Transformations:
Women's Studies in the 21st
Century”, which also in-
cluded information about
Gender Studies. Visitors at
the WS table were presented
with information in innova-
tive ways such as a history
of women poster display,
DVD presen-
tations, and a
women’s trivia
contest with 4
winners. In
hopes of win-
ning a prize,
visitors  and
their children
gathered
around the
large  board
that presented

A4
The enthusiasm about the
day was clearly reflected by
the WS volunteers, including

students, staff and faculty 22

clues and answers
to the quiz. The
table also offered
visitors a great se-
lection of treats,

which were en-
joyed by all!
The  enthusiasm

about the day was
clearly reflected by
the WS volunteers,
including students,
staff and faculty:
Mignon Alphonso, Sarah
Berry, Melanie Crudging-
ton, Trish Garner, Bryon
Lee, Jennifer Jarvis, Roberta
Rogers, Amanda Shaw,
Mary Shearman, and
Habiba Zaman. The table
and activities would not

Marilyn MacDonald and Habiba Zaman

have been such a great success
without the dedication and
contribution of these volun-
teers, a big thank you goes out
to all of them!ll A big kiss and
thank you also goes out to
Roberta’s mom who supplied
the delicious cupcakes for the
volunteers.
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Graduate
Studies
program
has  un-
dergone,
or  wil
soon un-
dergo, a
number
of changes since the last
newsletter. In September,
we had a mixture of loss
and gain, as Mary Lynn
Stewart stepped down as
Graduate Chair, in order to
take on the position of
Chair of the department. In
February, we will be losing
Christine Goodman to re-
tirement. Christine, as de-
partmental secretary, has
been a coordinating force
for the graduate program
(including providing the
information for this report).
I know that we all extend
our thanks to both Mary
Lynn and Christine for all
the time and energy they've
committed to the develop-
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ment of the Doctoral pro-
gram, and the continued
operation of the Mastet's.

This September, we wel-
comed three new candidates
in the Mastet's program —
Lisa Weeks is pursuing the
thesis option, and Iram
Zaidi and Karen Kinsey, the
course option. All have be-
gun the completion of their
first semester's course re-
quirements, and had a
chance to meet faculty, staff
and fellow graduate students
at an otientation/reception
held on September 13th.

As mentioned in the last
newsletter, the Ph.D. pro-
gram had candidates join
our department in both
2004 (5) and 2005 (6). Al-
though no new candidates
were admitted in 2000, there
has been considerable pro-
gress in the program's devel-
opment. One major achieve-
ment is the reading list
(available on the departmen-
tal website), which indicates
those texts for which doc-

GRADUATE CHAIR REPORT

Marilyn MacDonald

toral students will be re-
sponsible in their compre-
hensive examinations
(comps.). This reading list
includes both a general list
on theory, and several lists
by field. With coordination
and considerable direction
from Mary Lynn, doctoral
candidates and faculty
worked together to develop
this list, and to agree that the
comps. for those students
admitted in 2004, would be
based on reading lists pre-
pared in consultation with
their supervisory commit-
tees. Still under development
are possible examination
question sets, guides to the
reading list, and so on.

In the Ph.D. program,
Sonja  Boon successfully
completed her comprehen-
sive examinations (comps.)
in August, and will be de-
fending her thesis proposal
in December. Tash Patter-
son will be taking her
comps. in November. This
sets the stage for another

www.sfu.ca/womens-studies

major achievement, which
will involve the possibility
of our doctoral students
(who have successfully com-
pleted their comps.) teach-
ing undergraduate courses
through sessional appoint-
ments.

In the M.A. program,
Mignon Alphonso success-
fully defended her thesis
proposal in September, and
Alieka Rudder will defend
her proposal in November.

With changes rumoured
in such areas as provincial
funding for graduate studies
(perhaps affected by the
recent increases in Ontario),
and provincial pressures to
decrease undergraduate en-
rolment in the Arts and So-
cial Sciences, as well as the
soon-to-be-released univer-
sity report on graduate su-
pervision (a committee on
which we are ably repre-
sented by Mary Lynn), it
promises to be an interest-
ing time between now and
the next newsletter.

GRADUATE REPRESENTATIVE NEWS

T h e
2005 -
2006 aca-
demic
year  in-
volved a
flurry  of
activities
for gradu-
ate
dents:
social events, caucus meet-
ings, pub nights, trans-
gender-inclusion  work-
shops, teaching assistant-
ships, research assistant-
ships, reading groups, pat-

M.A. Representative:

Sarab Berry Stu-

ticipation in conferences and
forums, activism, publica-
tions, thesis writing, disserta-
tion writing, comprehensive
examinations, thesis pro-
posal defences, thesis de-
fences, the launch of the
Women’s Studies Support
Network, and even a book
launch by Caelie Frampton!
As Women’s Studies’ gradu-
ate students, we are clearly a
diverse and active group,
and represent an array of
accomplishments, both in-
side and outside of acade-
mia.

This past year, in order to
foster a more inclusive envi-
ronment in Women’s Stud-
ies and Gender Studies, a
group of graduate students
and faculty developed a de-
partmental dialogue around
transgender issues. The
Women’s Studies’ Support
Network also came up with
some ideas to provide prac-
tical and mutual peer sup-
port for graduate students.
Some of the activities of the
network included peer edit-
ing support, food donations,
a clothing swap, and a fam-

ily-friendly social event.

The most recent graduate
student initiative the
launch of a brown bag series
for graduate students. The
ongoing

was

series  will
include fac-
ulty presen-
tations on a
variety  of
profes-
sional-
develop-
ment-related
topics.

PhD Representative:
Beth Pentney
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Helen Loshny Receives CIHR Institute of Gender &

www.sfu.ca/womens-studies

Health Three Year Doctoral Award

Helen TLoshny plans to
investigate the role of so-

make up by far the largest
proportion of this group and

population. For instance, oral
hormonal contraceptive use

women’s decisions in choos-
ing hormonal contraceptives

cioeconomic, cultural and of contraceptive methods in seems to be concentrated is pootly understood. Un-
environmental factors in general. Injectable hormonal amongst more affluent, der the supervision of Cindy
hormonal  contraceptive ~contraceptives, of which higher educated groups and Patton, Mary Lynn Stewart

prescribing practices and
use in British Columbia,

there is only one brand cut-
rently available in Canada

Depo-Provera use is dispro-
portionately higher amongst

and Jerilynn Prior of UBC
Helen Loshny will be con-

Canada. According to a known by the trade name segments of the youth popu- ducting a lit review and us-
2002 survey, hormonal Depo-Provera, comprise two lation, in aboriginal and eth- inga combination of survey,
contraceptive methods percent of hormonal contra- nic communities and in re- interview and participant
make up thirty-four per- ceptive use in Canada. Find- source-poor areas. The rela- observation methods in ur-
cent of contraception ings from Canadian and inter- tionship between such usage ban and rural centres in BC
methods used in Can- national studies as well as patterns and the socioeco- with the aim of increasing
ada. With a usage rate of anecdotal evidence on hor- nomic, cultural and environ- knowledge and understand-
thirty-two ~ percent, oral ~monal contraceptives point to mental factors that shape the ing of these factors.
hormonal  contraceptive demographic and cultural hormonal contraceptive pre-

methods, known collec- patterns in use amongst the scribing practices of health

tively as birth control pills,

hormonal contraceptive

professionals and influence

Caelie Frampton: SFU Bookstore’s Author of the Month

Caclie Frampton was awarded SFU Bookstore Author of the Month for October 2006. As author of
the month, Caelie's book was prominently displayed at all SFU bookstores during the month of Octo-
ber. She also received a framed portrait of herself and a gift from the bookstore. Caelie and Gary Kins-
man will be organizing workshops on Activist Research in Vancouver in the spring of 2007. Caclie
Frampton is a Women's Studies M.A. student at Simon Fraser University. Her thesis will be defended
this Spring 2007. Using an institutional ethnographic approach, her work examines the ways in which
graduate student employee unions in Canada (such as the TSSU) have attempted to negotiate tuition

relief into their collective agreements. ]
Photo by Greg Ehlers

Sociology for Changing the World: Social Movements/Social Research
Edited by Caelie Frampton, Gary Kinsman, AK Thompson and Kate Tilleczek, 288pp ISBN:
1-55266-183-0

Weritten for activists and scholars, this book aims to build connections between social movements
and social research. It sets out practical ways to map social relations of struggle and to produce con-
crete knowledge for more effectively changing the world. Chapters address direct action, union flying
squads, homelessness and gentrification, the regulation of transsexuals, national border restrictions,
globalization, garment workers and more. Grounded in political activist ethnography and emphasiz-
ing confrontation, Sociology for Changing the World does not approach social movements as "objects" to
be studied but as starting points from which to research and transform ruling regimes.

SOCIOLOGY

FOR CHANGING THE WORLD

Social Movements/Social Research

From the Preface to Sociology for Changing the World

One of the central propositions of political activist ethnography is that, through confrontation with rul-
ing regimes, activists are able to uncover aspects of their social organization. Through an analysis of the

institutional relations movements are up against, more effective forms of activism can be developed.
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Smiling at the

Preparing the comprehen-
sives was a learning experi-
ence in many ways. While
the prospect of reading 150-
odd books generally fills me
with excitement, the idea of
being able to assimilate and
regurgitate them at will was
far more daunting. Being
one of the first students in
the department to start to
work through them, and the
very first to complete them
made the journey that much
more adventurous. Luckily a
student from another depart-
ment offered me useful ad-
vice: “Read a book a day,”
she said. A book a day?
Yipes! I gulped and got to it.
She was right. All told, after
factoring in all the other
stuff I also had to read, it was
about a book a day. No
more luxuriating in ideas and
wallowing in style. No more
leisurely meandering through
the pathways of prose. No
more lingering longingly at
the edges of hidden thought-
wortlds or Thappy romps
through fields of philosophi-

14
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Sonja Boon

cal folly...that would just have
to wait for another year.

Not that I was entirely alone
throughout this process. On the
contrary, the support of my
supervisor and committee
members made all the differ-
ence. Together with another
student, Helen Loshny, I wrote
short literature reviews on femi-
nist theory and defended them
for my supervisor Mary Lynn
Stewart. 1 got through over a
third of the feminist theory
reading list this way. My other
committee members
equally supportive. Kathy Mezei
worked with me to find a useful
starting point for my compre-
hensive on women’s autobiog-
raphies, and 1 spent a happy
term in the French department,
auditing a course on eighteenth-
century French women’s writ-
ings with my third committee
member, Rosena Davison. All
three of them helped me work
my way through the mysteries
of the comprehensives.

were

I still can’t quite believe that
the intensity of the comprehen-

sives is behind me. Not can
I quite believe that I'm in
Paris, finally starting to fol-
low in the footsteps of the
ladies who drew me to doc-
toral study in the first place.
My research focuses on sa-
lon women of eighteenth-
century Paris. In particular,
I want to explore the idea of
the Parisian salon as an em-
bodied space, in which the
gendered bodies of salon
women functioned as vola-
tile entities through which
newly emerging ideas of sex
and sensibility troubled the
ordered environment of the
public sphere of the salon
itself. I have spent my days
at the Bibliotheque nation-
ale de France, buried in the
life of the late eighteenth-
century French aristocracy.
In the early morning and
the late afternoon, I wander
the narrow little streets of
Paris, looking for what re-
mains of my ladies and their
world. While much has
changed, it’s not all gone.
I’'m right around the corner

www.sfu.ca/womens-studies

Other End: Surviving the WS Comprehensives

Sonja, all smiles, with her two
sons: Stefan (5) and Tobin (16
months)

from the Eglise St. Roch,
where one of the women I
am studying was baptised
and later married. Her
mother, also a salon
woman, was married here
too, as was one of her sa-
lon colleagues. I'm not
sure that I'll ever even
come close to understand-
ing these women and the
ways in which they experi-
enced their lives, but I'm
revelling in the possibili-
ties. I'm smiling. Its a
happy place to be.

While the prospect of reading 150-odd books generally fills me with excitement, the

idea of being able to assimilate and regurgitate them at will was far more daunting.

29

IN PRINT

Breaking
the Iron Wall

D odification and Immigrant
Women's Labor in Canada

Breaking the Iron Wall: Decommodification and Immigrant Women’s Labor in Canada by Habiba
Zaman, 200pp, ISBN: 0-7391-1235-X

In the latter half of the twentieth century, as immigrant-receiving countries such as Canada began competing
to recruit the "most desirable" candidates, immigrant labor was bought and sold for the benefit of national and
global markets. By providing empirical as well as historical evidence, Habiba Zaman undertakes a rigorous
analysis of immigrant women's commodification and the possibility of their decommodification of labour in
Canada. In order to present a comprehensive picture of commodification, this book uses empirical as well as
historical evidence to explore the relationship between transnational migration and globalization, a relationship
that sets the trajectory for immigrant women's commodification of labour. Breaking the Iron Wall looks at the
detailed lived experiences of immigrant women, expertly revealing the intersections of race, gender, and class
and exposing the forces and processes of commodification in public and private spheres.
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GRADUATE STUDENTS

Sarah Berry M.A. Candidate

Research: My Mas-
ter's thesis examines
media representations
of elective caesarean
sections. Specifically,
my research demon-
strates that rather than
exploring the complex
relational nature of de-
cision-making processes surrounding elec-
tive caesarean sections- in which women,
their physicians, and an array of contextual
factors influence the framing of medical
dilemmas and their outcomes- mainstream
Canadian media portrays this surgical
event as primarily driven by the selfish
desires of women who are "too posh to
push.”

Conference Presentation, 2006

Berty, Sarah. "Too posh to push? Criti-
cal analyses of media representations
of elective caesarean sections." Poster
presentation at Creating Synergy: Col-
laboration for Better Care Conference.
UBC Collaboration for Maternal and
Newborn Health. May 4-6, 2006. Van-
couver, BC.

Learning to Lead: June 2-4, 2006

In February, 20006, I applied to attend
the Minerva Foundation's "Learning to
Lead" development program. The pro-
gram is designed to advance leadership
skills for women in British Columbia. I
was accepted into the program and
attended the leadership weekend at St.

John's College at UBC from June 2-
4,20006. As a graduate student, I was
designated an "emerging leader,"”
and was paired up with a high
school student from northern B.C.,
and a community leader from Van-
couver. It was an ideal opportunity
to share ideas and learn from a vari-
ety of remarkable women in British
Columbia. I have since maintained
contact with the high school student
that I "mentored," and also the com-
munity leader who "mentored" me.
The weekend was inspiring, both in
terms of the opportunities for prac-
tical skills development that it al-
lowed for, and also the space that it
created for collaborative learning.

Sonja Boon Ph.D. Candidate

In January 2007, I will begin my seventh
year of sessional teaching at the School of
Music, University of British Columbia,
where I teach the graduate Seminar in Per-
formance Practices (M521A). I will also
teach WS 320, The Maternal Imaginary.

Guest Lectures:

*  “Hcos fidelles: Flute music of the late
French Baroque,” a pre-concert intro-
duction for the Early Music Vancou-
ver Summer Festival (Vancouver,
Canada), August 20006.

*  “The Impossibility of Silence: Pattern
in Western Classical Music,” a guest

lecture at the Emily Carr Institute of
Art and Design (Vancouver, Can-
ada), January 2000.

Musical Projects:

*  Soloist, W.A. Mozart’s Concerto for
flute, harp and orchestra with the Port-
land Baroque Orchestra (Portland,
USA), May 2006.

*  Guest Master class, School of Mu-
sic, University of British Columbia,
Spring 20006.

*  CD Release, Anniversary Edition, 1 ol-
ume 2: The Mustc of Johann Sebastian
Bach, Portland Baroque Orchestra

(dir. Monica Huggett), 2005.
Featured soloist.

Translations:

*  “Accoucheur (Obstetrician),”
“Accoucheuse (Woman-
Obstetrician),” “Nourrice
(Wetnurse),” “Sarabande,”
“Allemande,” “Courante,” for
the Encyclopaedia of Diderot and
D’ Alembert: Collaborative Trans-
lation Project (http://
www.hti.umich.edu/d/did/)

Byl’OI’l Lee M.A. Candidate

Byron has spent the
2005-2006  year in
courses and what seems
like a never-ending ac-
quisition of new skills
and knowledge. All of
this effort was for work
that will manifest itself
in the 2006-2007 year.
He will present papers
inspired by his coursework at two con-
ferences at SFU: “Straight and Wider:

Photo by Greg Ehlers

Straight Men Seeking Men in Online
Personal Ads” at Sex At SFU; and ““I
Want Someone Hot for Right Now” —
Mystifying Men Online” at Sexing the
Text, the SFU English Graduate Stu-
dent Conference. In the spring, he will
present “Redefining Transitions: the
“trans” moment in body enhance-
ment” at the Pacific Sociological Asso-
ciation Annual Meeting.

Byron will also be working on his
thesis, “The Construction of Ethnicity

and Gender for Gay Asian Males
During the Negotiation of Anal In-
tercourse.” This work will highlight
the negotiation of anal intercourse as
a site of identity construction. By
examining and contrasting public
health and HIV-prevention literature
targeted at Asian males with online
personal ads, this piece will compli-
cate notions of “safer” negotiations,
desire, and identity in the sexual
arena.
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Helen Leung
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UNDERGRADUATE CHAIR REPORT

Many of

you will
have no-
ticed the

n e w
"look" of
our undet-
graduate
program in this yeat's calen-
dar. You are seeing the
fruits of our efforts at cur-

riculum renewal during the
past year. In response to the
University's new curticulum
initiative, our program has
developed a range of
courses that fulfill the new
Breadth (in all three areas of
Humanities, Social Science,
and Science), Quantitative,
and Writing-Intensive  re-
quirements. Be sure to check

the WQB notations on the
calendar to find the courses
that you need! In addition,
we have expanded the selec-
tions of upper-level courses

required for the Gender
Studies Minor, including
new courses in Gender

Studies, English, Criminol-
ogy, and Sociology/
Anthropology. Also look for

our Special Topic courses,
which change every semes-
ter to offer a variety of ex-
citing, cutting-edge thematic
courses. The undergraduate
program is dynamic and
continually evolving. I wel-
come comments and sug-
gestions from past, current,
and potential students!

Kate Cooper - Making a Difference

In early October 2000,
Kate Cooper who gradu-
ated with a B.A. in
Women’s Studies, four and
a half years ago, came to
visit us. She was back in
Canada on a short leave
from her work.

After Kate graduated,
she went to England to visit
her extended family in Lon-
don. With a cousin, she
camped around France and

Women’s Studies undet-
graduate student, Becky
Scott, was recently awarded
a Social Sciences and Hu-
manities Research Council
Graduate Scholarship to
pursue an M.A. in Commu-
nication at SFU. According
to Becky, it was the
Women’s Studies depart-
ment at SFU that enabled
her to be a competitive can-
didate for the CGS: “The
professors in  Women’s
Studies inspired me to go to
grad school, especially
Habiba Zaman. And

Spain and thought about
what she would do next.
She returned to London and
began looking for work.
This was the beginning of an
adventure which took her to
Ghana as a field worker for
International Refugee Res-
cue. She was based in Ghana
for three years, organizing
the rescue of people dispos-
sessed by civil war. Kate
and her team helped people

Women’s Studies provided
me with really valuable work
opportunities and exposed
me to real academic re-
search.”

A year and a half ago,
when Habiba Zaman was
looking for a research assis-
tant for her project on the
BC Liberal government
changes to labour market
policies and their impact on
recent Asian immigrants,
Becky decided to apply:
“When Habiba decided to
hire me, it really proved to
me how special the

from Sierra Leone, Cote
d’Ivore, Liberia, Rwanda,
Burundi and the Congo, and
any other people who re-
quired their help, either to
return to safe areas in their
own countries or to gain
refugee status in other coun-
tries.

After three years, Kate
was transferred to Thailand.
Currently, she is based in
Bangkok where her organi-

Rebecca Scott Receives SSHRC

Women’s Studies depart-
ment is here at SFU. They
care about student success,
and take chances in making
it happen.”

Beginning work as an
R.A. in October of 2004,
Becky did an in-depth re-
view and analysis of the
2002 changes to the Employ-
ment Standards Act.

Becky then moved on to
compiling and analyzing a
survey of 100 participants
already in progress. The sur-
vey was being administered
by the Philippine Women

zation concentrates on the
Burmese who live in refugee
camps on the Burma-
Thailand border, and the
Hmong mountain people of
Laos, whose lands and tradi-
tional lifestyle are under
threat.

Kate says that she ex-
pects to do this work for a
very long time. She has
found her vocation.

Centre
PWC), a
n o n -
profit
organiza-
tion that serves Filipino im-
migrants and their commu-
nity, and fights for their
rights. Becky undertook that
work at the PWC, under the
guidance of Cecilia Dioc-
son, a co-investigator of the
project, which exposed her
to some of the inner work-
ings of a women’s group:
“Cecilia taught me a lot
about grassroots organizing

(Continued on page 9)
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and research.”

For the next nine
months, Becky compiled
data, wrote progress re-

ports, researched and wrote
literature reviews, and at-
tended CCPA meetings. In
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opportunity of presenting
some of their preliminary
findings at the Metropolis
Conference held in Vancou-
ver. Then in April, they held
an invitation-only workshop,
presenting the findings to
over 60 participants from
the Filipino and academic
communities and to repre-

groups. Becky was given the
opportunity to present at the
workshop: “Presenting at
the conference and work-
shop was the capstone of
the whole experience for
me. It felt like the project
was finally coming together,
and all that hard work really
amounted to something im-

www.sfu.ca/womens-studies

Becky says of her experi-
ence: “I can’t thank Habiba,
Cecilia and the PWC, the
CCPA and Women’s Stud-
ies enough for providing me
with all of these experiences
and opportunities. Women’s
Studies is about empower-
ment, and that’s what hap-
pened to me as an under-

March 2005, Habiba, Ce-
cilia, and Becky had the

sentatives from govern-  portant.” graduate student here.”

ments and non-profit

CONGRATULATIONS TO...

Leah Allen (WS Ph.D. Student) who was awarded a
SSHRC scholarship. Since Sept 2006, Leah has been a
doctoral student at Duke University in N. Carolina.

Rebecca Scott (Former WS B.A. Student) who was re-
cently awarded a Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council Special Graduate Scholarship to pursue an M.A. in
Communication at SFU.

Mig Alphonso (WS M.A. Student) who was awarded the
Maggie Benston scholarship for Spring 2007. Lisa Weeks (WS M.A. student) who was recently awarded a
SSHRC scholarship for the 2006-2007 academic year and
Caelie Frampton (WS M.A. Student) who was acknowl- the Grace Maclnnis Women’s Studies entrance scholarship.
edged as SFU Bookstore’s Author of the Month in Octo-
ber 2006. Iram Zaidi (WS M.A. Student) who was recently awarded
the National Council of Jewish Women scholarship for the
Trish Garner (WS Ph.D. Student) who has received a 