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MESSAGEFROM THE CHAIR

Mary Lynn Stewart

he past year was a university committees. | anthird departmental high note
full one for the grateful to them for in the past year. Modest
Department and for myself nominating me for afunds from the Ruth Wynn
as Chair. For details of theTeacher of ExcellenceWoodward Endowments
marvelous international award and shepherding tFand from the new Dean of
conference organized by lasthomination to a successftthe Faculty of Arts and
year 0s Rut h Woncaiusion. Wioey dere als Social Sciences, Lesley
ward Endowed Professor, responsible for the succes Cormack, supported a day
Susan Stryker, see the speci@iil nomination of Helen long colloquium that drew
report elsewhere in the Leung as keynote speaker speakers from seven
Newsletter. the annual meeting of thidepartments and gave four
o Canadi an Wo mof our current or former
A second h'gh“gh? of Association at thegraduate students the
the year was the granting OfUnive sit of British tunity t K at
Versity, IIne nl’lél% opportunity to speak at a
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A our first PhD ; . L) .

Owell behaved Studies, to Dr Sonja Boon Columbia in June. universitywide academic
women rarely z e . : T colloquium. Attendance
make history 0 at the Spring Convocation, The |nterd|SC|pI|naryVarieol over the day but

also reported elsewhere in0 Di s ci pl i nin¢ o 07 o respectable
~ Laurel Thatcher Ulrich the Newsletter. Our gradu- Colloquium that the Fft Althouah &’1 dp )
ate students, especially Marpepartment sponsored o' Y ough Ihe discus
Shearman, were active onJanuary 18th, 2008, was t| (Continued on Bge

FIRST PHD GRADUATE AT MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY

G reetings from the energy and vitality of department with
Oeastest 6 jewetoned centurpld only 2.5 fultime
east, my new home in Sirowhouses; just outsideappointees and twg
Johnos, N e wf of town we see whales,percourse instruc-
can stildl h a pick wild blueberries anét ol résvéea | |
managed to find a spac cranberries and drink incated just around
for myself and my family the wind. | arrived here the corner from a
in such a stunningly beautiwith my family in mid series of mysteriou
ful natural environment June 2008 to take up alocked freezers that
and such an old and gratenure track position in belong to the biolog
cious city. On my way tothe Department of labs.

work, | look out over the Wo me n 0 s Studi es, i
At l anti c Oc e Memorial University. m (Continued on Fhod
downtown, | drink in the We 6 r e a smal | , but c
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MESSAGEFROM THE CHAIR (CONT®)

(Continued from page the extraordinary schol-Wo me n 6 s St u cthe Department held a Revi-
arly productivity of the taught in high school. To sioning Meeting that made

sions about papers wer faculty this past year, iraddress these challenge several recommendations

lively and provocative, anc particular the publication the Department hired one about enhancing enrollment

several of the participant: of three scholarly books. of our undergraduate and revitalizing the Depart-

from other departments students, Robin Gilker, to ment. So far, the main out-

expressed a desire t research high schoolcome has been an arrange-

mount a national confer- recruiting and contact ment to update and add to

ence on the subject, onI}dinner for Roberta and university recruiters ancour distance and dme

one member of the faculty high school teachers. Thicourses over the next three

. ~ John, where another

i n Womends S : . rmost concrete result was years. Other proposals,
festive gathering Of e

to pursue another confer- ) new and more enticingnotably those to more
twentysix faculty, N .

ence, so the plan to hold : departmental brochure tccl earl 'y oOobrandbod

; : students, and partners ;

regional or national artook of the usual send to the high schoolsthe department Women and

conference has been pr . and to include in Gender Studies or Gender
cornucopia of foods ~ . S . ~

on hold. X universitywide recruit- a n d Womenaos Stu
associated ment visits, but the final further discussed at the

The CWSA recogni-St udi esd po tre ort al’so rovided annual Advance held at the
tion of Helen Leung and and presented our P P

the thoughtful and wedding gift to Roberta useful information about beginning of September. As

positive keynote addres and John. A good timethe high school drecrl;ut— ¥ve move mtcl) pr_epara]\ctlcr)]n
Helen gave to the CWSZwas had by all. ment process and abou for an external review of the

. the new Social Justice Department next spring, we
g}ﬁfﬁﬁg}ﬁ/e W:Vr:mSOt?h?Sr Not everything that courses in the highwill continue these
ear Af Tt er happened this year wa schools, which will offer discussions.
y ‘ t positive, though depart- opportunities for exposure

;:gﬁ:;/ed ar:glk’ r;vc\ilﬁgt}el mental responses to thet o Womends S
y 9 challenges of the pas

e s 1ol academic year were ver
9 constructive. New

arty hosted by former ~ . :
gep);rtment n{emberc university and faculty
" initiatives to recruit high

Mf;ﬁ?gg N}éwc%?gbeang school students directly
' into departments cause(

Hel en i
toast €1 €N 0some concern, sindd

Another celebration
that must be mentioned
was the departmenta

As | write, the impact of
t he uni versity
Severe and sudder situation is still unclear and
budget cuts for the unsettling. However, we are
university and the taking actions that will
prospect of vertical or secure our future as
program cuts were sober a department.
ing realities in the sprinc

and summer. In response ~ Mary Lynn Stewart

UNDERGRADUATE CHAIR REPORT

Lara Campbell

L ara Campbell hasto plan future courses atthenumber of courses
replaced Helen LeuncBurnaby campus,desi gnated as 0
as undergraduate chair i Vancouver campus, andTake a look at our website to
the Department of through the Centre for see our newest offerings,
Womenods St uOnline and Distance including special topics
Leung served as chair fo Education. She also sits ortourses taught by ftilne

four years, during whichthe Faculty of Arts and and sessional faculty. New
she initiated a curriculurr Social Sciences Studentleas for courses are always
review and developed thiAppeals Committee. welcome, and students are

Gender Studies Minor. As The Department of encouraged to provide

the new undergradua@e Womenas St ud 9ngo§ng fegcib@clé.r s a

chair, Lara Campbell i wide range of courses at the

ﬁfﬁ?ﬂs'bdle fg[:n vr\]/;)rkr;n?l undergraduate level, and is
€ department cha currently expanding the
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GRADUATE CHAIR REPORT

Marilyn MacDonald

he 200708 academic yealand administrative leaves, thetheir decisions, ang
has been a mixture of bott Women's Studies Department decidein saving them un-
good and bad news for Women in a departmental meeting in Octobel necessary  expens
Studies, and perhaps it is best 2008, that it would be necessary tand effort), and that
get the bad news over with firs suspend admissions into our graduathe suspension
As a result of a lack of facult program for the September, 200¢would ensure that
renewal since 2004, a universiiintake. It was agreed that thethe department
wide freeze on hiring necessitati suspension was in the best interest could continue to
by a budget reduction in the prc students who were considering gradi provide support for
vincial government's funding, an ate studies (both in terms of givincour current Doc-
the concurrence of faculty stud people information in time to maketoral and Master's
(Continued on page

GRADUATE REPRESENTATIVE NEWS

Mary Shearman

h i s program still being quite new. We diddissertation defense was the first recipient of
y e ar gettogether on a few afternoons,butPhD i n Womends Studi
the PhD i magine the 4 ulmkeandisnowworkingatf Memagial University.
program in was spent hitting the books. Many stuMore on that elsewhere in this publication.
O S e Sty el ercayy We wish Dr. Eoon ll e beston e
comed three thesis proposals and ,our first PhDSIIDIOOS'te end of the country, and are excited
to see more students follow the path she
brand new student to graduate crossed the staqje ~
students, atthe June Convocation. Sonja Boon lazed t o 1 he Wo meno s
hoto b Syeda Buk’- who somehow managed to becom am sure 203009 will See as many, it not
Photoby ye ) . 9 (?nore, successes than this past year!
Syeda Bukhari hari, Jessica gainfully employed before her
Haddon and
Joy WalcotErancis, and then my-
self, who had just completed thg
MA in the same department in the
summer of 2007.

The graduate caucus had
very successful year. Helen Loshi
wrote a letter on behalf of the| &%
caucus nominating Professor Mar, % =
Lynn Stewart for the Excellence i L, b
Teaching Award awarded by thg
University. Tasha Patterson wrotf
another letter on behalf of the
caucus nominating Dr. Helen
Leung as keynote speaker for t
Canadi an Wo me
Association annual conferencg
hosted at UBC in June. Bot
nominations were successfu
thanks to our fabulous writers whd
deserve praise!

SRR

IS i T

We did not have as much of 3
social year as usual, with the PhE
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GRADUATE CHAIR REPORT (CONT @)

(Continued from fage Gardasil: a close textual analysis of priaMaryam Kiani (entrance scholar-
_ advertisements for the vaccineship, CD Nelson; matched with a
students. It may be worthwhile to notgsa r dasi | . 6 Pacific Century Graduate Scholar-

that admission to the graduate program : ; ship for the next academic vear
in Women's Studies at the University In the Master's courised option, P year)

f )
British Columbia was also suspendgﬂur students successfully wrote the¥Mary Shearman (Pacific Century
recently, and the suspension has sirigld €xaminations: Kelly Aujla, Poonetsraduate Scholarship)

been lifted. Since the Department will fehsani, Karen Kinsey and Iram Zaidi. N

taking Ipart hmd almd EXte;;;llal hReZVCI)%W In the Doctoral program, there havé-St of TA, TM and RA Positions
(currently scheduled for March, Peen a number of achievements: Fall 2007

the goals of the Department for its ) i +GDST 200 TA: Beth Pentney, Mary
graduate program in both the shartd ¢Sonja Boon became the first studer .- \an

longterm will be an important area tc@warded a Doctorate from the WSws 101 TA: Syeda Bukhari, Sarah
be brought forward to the Faculty by thprogram, successfully defending her thepear

reviewers. si s, 0Staging t heews 10pTM:MpreShearrhan d y : R
On a brighter note, in September, Spring 2008

2008, we welcomed six new candidates *WS 101 TM: Syeda Bukahri

in the Masters coursased option |N the Doctoral *WS 102 TA: Kaitlin Pelletier, Sarah

(Sasha Bennett, Sonya Chand, Giti Spear

Eghbal, William Kea3sborn, Rahela Program there have  +rwwp RA: Sarah Sparks

Nayebsadah, Jenelle Thomas), and on

Summer 2008
into the Master's thediased option Ebeen a number of +WS 101 TM: Kaitlin Pelletier

(Maryam Kiani). All were welcomed at ;
an orientation/reception held on achievements . . . Fall 2008_ _
September 3rd, and are taking part in a ;\;\f 101: Claire Askew, Mary Shear-

mentoring project undertaken by fellow _ .
WS graduate students, in which ea@fn€ Curchod Necker (17BB94) and #WS 102 TM: Syeda Bukhari

new student is matched with a currebth € st i gmati zat i onGD8lf 204 [Rahelas Hayepzadgh, a
graduate student. gone on to a tenuteack position, as an Kaitin Pelletier
Assistant Professor in the DepartmertRWWP RA: Jenelle Thomas

In the Master's researsptions, £ W s Studi t M il
five students successfully defended th@ YVomens udies a emoria Finally, the Graduate Secretary

thesis or extended essays: University in St. John's, Nevvfoundland.(Kathryn Hunter) and | revised and
¢+Col e Dodsl ey, 0B ejvwwrdadctoralkcandidatesesacpessfuldpfated the Graduate Handbook,
exploration of female to male transcompleted their thesis proposal defenGghich is now available online at the
gender embodi mentdhd Kot dsubsequently 6ddi ddWsgepartmental website, and also (on
Vancouver's queer and transgendergghposals accepted in the competitioquest) in hardcopy format, with
youth organizat i 0Rp Qessional appointments (teachinge first official versions ready in

Bind K a naplpnialovaiskh -t : . :
:eading: Jnveiling tﬁ%) OI nadiarr? théir'courses in the 20R&emester): time to be presented to the new

Sikh identity throtlfsh GoHDe aldlifching Yre ggradate students at the reception in
eBen Milne, 0The s taugah tayght GRST B0PcMappingseptember.

of the harms and benefits of pesticidesmasculinities: Queer masculinities N :

in organic and non ety Rentiey MAppiry thé discourse Marilyn MacDonald

¢Al i eka Rudder, 0 Bt Wakeoler clfure @rid ténterhdo-y :
exploring black women's labour marketrary feminism] taught WS 2053

participation in the Greater Vancouve,r Women and Popular culture OHow wonderful is it

Regional Districto Postfeminism and Popular Culure. that nobody need wait

eLi s a We ek s, OReca I'ng ou S0CT ah single moment
movement origins: diversity and the In terms of financial support, before starting ,
shifting practice of contemporary midstudents who received scholarships,© improve the world .. .0
wi ves in BC, 6 a buisaries & etherawasde inctuden g ~ Anne Erank
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATE STUDENTS

M aryam Kiani i Iranian women after the Islamic Revolu

Is [ . eth Pentney
working on her tion in 1979. Her general research inter taught WS

second Master's Degre is focusing on Muslim women in the Mid 2053:  Women
She graduated in Mas le East and her specific research areas and Popular Cul-
Communication and P0dy, body modification, beauty, religiou ture in the sum-

studies and the image of women in ma mer of 2008 at

Journalism in Iran. _ ; _
| Working as a journalist™édia. She started off in Journalism a SFU, received a
in newspaper, magazin@mved in Women's Studies. She hopes SSHRC doctoral
fellowship, joined

and news agency teacHEoNcentrate more on the progressiv
the Traveling

ing some courses inStatus of Muslim women in the Middle

Photo by hews writing, news fea-East Photoby  Speakers Series
Greg ENlerS turing and  interviewing Maryam was awarded the CD Nelso ~ Greg Ehlers  circuit and pub-
had been her previousMemorial Graduate Scholarship for 200 lished an article
career. Her MA thesis subject is about preg@09 and a Pacific Century Gradua With Trish Garner, noted else-
lence of cosmetics consumption amorgcholarship (PCGS) for 2IH0. where in this publication.
ary Shearman is & X inying Hu
WS PhD Student received  the
who was recently President Research
awarded the Pacific Ce Stipend and also the
tury Graduate Scholar Boag Foundation
ship for the Fall 2008 and Graduate Award in
Spring 2009 semester: Women's Studies.
This is a renewal of the
award she received dur= P .
Photoby ing the Fall 2007 and _Photoby Right: Karen, Jo%
Greg Ehlers  Spring 2008 semesters. ~ Cred Ehlers Sasha, Azin |
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