
St. Peter’s 



The History 

- Elliptical plan of piazza encircled by Bernini’s Doric colonnade 
makes a grand sweeping gesture, illustrating the High Baroque 
qualities of axiality, movement, and climax

-Rebuilding of the 1,100-year-old Basilican church of St. Peter’s in Rome (1506-1626) was 
commissioned by Pope Julius II (1443-1513) 
-Employed some of the greatest architects of the late Renaissance, including Bramante, 
Raphael, Michelangelo, and Bernini
-At the age of 72, in 1546, Michelangelo was obliged to undertake the building of the present 
Basilica by Pope Paul III

Structure of Dome
-Dome rests on four pendentives and massive piers
-Michelangelo’s plan increased strength and size of load-bearing structure without 
destroying central unity of Bramante’s original design

Early Rome
-Where St.Peter’s stands was once a chariot racing stadium, built in the time of the Emperor Caligula, 
Claudius and Nero (40-65)
-Nero was the Emperor who began the first great persecution of Christians in Rome
-Among those first Christians to be rounded up by Nero's soldiers was the leader of the Christian 
community in Rome, St. Peter the Apostle
-When Christians were eventually given their freedom, under Emperor Constantine, after more than two 
hundred years of persecution, it was decided to build a basilica above the tomb of the Prince of the Apostles
-Constantine saw to the building of a number of these "Basilicas" and especially to the largest of them 
which was erected above the tomb of Peter on the slope of the Vatican hill
-Building lasted throughout the centuries until 1500

Constantine’s Basilica



The History 

- Elliptical plan of piazza encircled by Bernini’s Doric colonnade 
makes a grand sweeping gesture, illustrating the High Baroque 
qualities of axiality, movement, and climax

-Rebuilding of the 1,100-year-old Basilican 
church of St. Peter’s in Rome (1506-1626) 
was commissioned by Pope Julius II 
(1443-1513) 
-Employed some of the greatest architects of 
the late Renaissance, including Bramante, 
Raphael, Michelangelo, and Bernini
-At the age of 72, in 1546, Michelangelo was 
obliged to undertake the building of the 
present Basilica by Pope Paul III
-When he died the construction of the Greek 
Cross section surrounding the Papal altar 
and the tomb of Peter had been completed 
only as far as the top of the drum: the large 
windows which are underneath the 
upturned bowl of the dome
-The bowl changed in shape from the half 
rounded shape of Michelangelo's design to 
the half oval shape of today, was completed 
by Della Porta in May 1590
-Pope Paul V, in the beginning of the 1600s, 
decided that Greek Cross design was too 
small; obliged architect, Maderno, to pull 
down the front wall of Michangelo's building 
and extend the eastern end of the basilica 
by 116 yards. and was completed in 1626
-In following 30 years Gian Lorenzo Bernini 
added the Colonnade.

Structure of Dome
-Dome rests on four pendentives and massive piers
-Michelangelo’s plan increased strength and size of load-bearing structure without 
destroying central unity of Bramante’s original design



The Style

- Elliptical plan of piazza encircled by Bernini’s Doric colonnade makes 
a grand sweeping gesture, illustrating the High Baroque qualities of 
axiality, movement, and climax

Structure of Dome
-Dome rests on four pendentives and massive piers
-Michelangelo’s plan increased strength and size of load-bearing structure without 
destroying central unity of Bramante’s original design

Baroque

Renaissance
Brunelleschi’s Il Duomo in Florence

Renaissance Architecture
-Classic architectural elements, 
epitomized by the arches, domes 
and decorative touches of some of 
Rome's early buildings

Baroque Architecture
The period was marked by a fluidity of design accented by a sense of 
drama. The architecture of the period departed from the traditionalist 
forms seen in Renaissance designs and moved toward grander 
structures with flowing, curving shapes. Baroque architects often 
incorporated landscape dersign with their plans and were responsible 
for many of the great gardens, plazas and courtyards of Italy. 



The Features

Structure 
-Dome rests on four pendentives and massive piers
-Michelangelo’s plan increased strength and size of load-bearing 
structure without destroying central unity of Bramante’s original design

The Dome
-Profile of dome was changed from Michelangelo’s hemispheric design 
because of fears of instability
-Construction strengthened by 16 radial ribs and a double-layer shell
-Dome is banded by 10 iron chains to resist outward thrust at perimeter

The Obelisk
-Brought to Rome in AD 36 by Roman emperor Caligula and 
moved to present site in 1586
-Re-erection was seen as a triumph for Christiantiy over 
Egyptian and Roman paganism
-Bernini had no influence in the erection of the obelisk, but 
used it as the centerpiece of his piazza


