— : political center
.of Florence, Italy since
Leaﬂy in the republic's
g* history (14th century).
Tcdaf. the square is
mainly dominated by the
Palazzo Vecchio and the
Loggia dei Lanzi. The
tone is set by the sculp-
tures placed here over
the gentaries, which
have iransformed the
Bpecintean open-air
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erected as a rnarmﬂal to his dur.l father,
Cosimo |. The work was done by Giambolo-
gna and it conveys the powerful foresight
and dignity of the Grand Duke and also rein-
forces the ruling family’s dynastic claims.
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not

'very popular among Florentines however.
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Palazzo Vecchio (The 01d Palace) is the main complex in
Piazza della Signoria. In 1540, Cosimo | of the Medici family
converted the palace into the residence of the Dukes of
Florence. Major attractions inside Palazzo Vecchio include
Room of the Lilies, Elenora di Toledo's Rooms, the inner
courtyard with the Putto Fountain, and Michelangelo's
statue of the Victory. In addition to a museum, parts of the
city administration are still accommodated here today.
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The Loggia di Lanzi was an outdoor autu; 1 facilitating
public debate of politil:s. It is named afti 'Bodyquarr.is

f Cosimo 1. Lanzi refers to the Swiss Lancers that
‘osimo had stationed there at one ti Undarnulth the

© Loggia, you can find Cellini's and Giambologna's

among with many others.
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I;hfnbulogna’s Rape of a 5abine is a perfect exposition of
the Mannerist "figura serpentinata™, whereby three figures

2 i are linked in a twisted, spiral-like compasition. Giambaolo-

gna studied numerous ancient wo nd the work of
Michelangelo and developed his owm approach and solu-
tions. He developed forms of expression which would latter
become typical of the Barogque.
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The Uffizi Gaﬂew n Floren r‘ipusegth
il richest and most 1mpcrfa arl e

d rksi ﬂae Rive
Arna, was designed.in the J6th cent v il
paintey and architeci Giorgio Vasari ’l
Florence’s quvﬂmment offices tuffizi) \
‘was bequeathed to'the gallery as'the Ncmci’
... art collection in 1737,.on the candition that
“' gy should never leave the city .The gallery'swao s
.derful collection is ananqsd 10 illustrate the, M
evolving-story of Florentine arty Sn]'ne of the-
most famous pieges are: BotticeMi'sBirth of
Wenus, Titian's Venus.of Urbino,
Michelangelo's Haly Family and Piero della;
Francesca's Duke & Duchess-of Urbipo. Wander
along the banks of the Arno towards the Ponte
Vecchio.
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