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Harry Potter: Parents’ Opinions on its role in Children’s Culture
ABSTRACT

The modern world of children’s culture is marked by J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter.  The Harry Potter book series, however, is caught in a debate based on the books appropriateness for children.  The opposition against Harry Potter is largely based on religious notions of the inappropriateness of magic, particularly in children’s literature, while the support for Harry Potter is rooted in the books as potential guides for children’s moral development.  However, there is little research on parents’ opinions on Harry Potter.  This paper will address the research question: what do parents think about Harry Potter in terms of likes and dislikes in relation to the existing arguments?  Particularly, what role do they see Harry Potter playing in their children’s lives?  The major finding of the research is that the parents interviewed all approve of their children reading Harry Potter, mainly for the reason that the books are attributed to a revival in their children’s interest in reading.  In addition, the parents interviewed also did not display any opinions that were similar to those raised by Harry Potter supporters or opponents.     
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