	October 2004:  New low-floor trolleybus delivered by Vossloh Kiepe and HESS to Lucerne, Switzerland one month prior to deadline.

Lucerne: in a formal Rollout ceremony the first new articulated low-floor trolleybus was handed over to the Lucerne Transit Authority by Dьsseldorf’s Vossloh Kiepe and Swiss bus manufacturer Hess.

 


 

This newly designed trolleybus features the patented Hess aluminium frame plus Vossloh Kiepe’s new "twin-axle" drive system. The second and third axles of the articulated trolleybus are powered by asynchronous AC motors. Thanks to this new drive concept the load and the wear of the axles and tyres will be considerably reduced. The traction will also be notably improved especially in poor driving conditions and it is expected that the degree of electric power recuperation will be more fully utilized. This new Lucerne trolleybus is equipped with an auxiliary 95 kW diesel-electric genset that will allow the trolleybus to attain a speed of 60km/h without the overhead catenaries. 

The first "zero emission" trolleybus will be ready for the revenue service after a brief driver training and the balance of the order should be delivered by the end of November 2004.

An identical series of this articulated low-floor trolleybus is to be manufactured for the Geneva Transport Authority following the completion of this Lucerne series.
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