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We live and work in one of the world’s most stunning urban landscapes. But beauty hasn’t 

blinded us to bitter fact: our environment is under siege. At Simon Fraser University, we 

know it will take the power of bright minds and bold action to light the path to a sustainable 

future. Learn more at www.sfu.ca/report2007.

1 FOCUS 
enViROnment

 Can we weather the storm?

 Is anyone 
 listening?

 Could climate 
change cause conflict?

 What if we 
brought our 
brains together?

 What if we led  
 by example? 

pine beetles to the north, 
hurricanes to the south: 
what can be done to help 
the world adapt to the 
realities of climate change? 

that’s the challenge facing sfU’s new 

cross-disciplinary Adaptation to Climate 
Change Team (Act). in 2007, insurance 

giant Zurich Canada helped fund Act 

in order to learn how to cope with the 

ongoing challenges of extreme weather 

events caused by climate change. 

Our researchers have  
the ear of governments. 

Resource and environmental 

management professor Mark 
Jaccard (above) was honoured 

as Bc’s 2008 Academic of the 

year by the confederation of 

University faculty Associations 

for his “tireless work” persuading 

governments to enact effective 

climate change policies. One 

of canada’s leading experts on 

environmental policy, Jaccard 

is a member of the national 

Roundtable on the environment 

and the economy and was recently 

appointed as a special advisor 

to Bc’s climate Action team. 

With the rapid thawing of the northwest 
passage, is canadian territory at risk? 

the new Simons Visiting Chair in International Law and Human 
Security, former Un Under-secretary-General for Disarmament 

Jayantha Dhanapala, recently brought together scientists, 

government officials and indigenous peoples to examine the 

effect of global warming on Arctic security and help establish an 

international authority for Arctic governance in the 21st century.

sfU will play a key role in the Bc government’s new 

$94.5-million Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions. 

Dozens of researchers from such diverse disciplines as health 

science, geography, biology, and resource and environmental 

management will join colleagues from UBc, UVic and UnBc to 

research various aspects of — and solutions to — climate change. 

We practice what we preach. in 
2007, sfU became the first north 
American post-secondary institution 
to achieve Go Green certification 
from the Building Owners and 
managers Association of canada. 

As well, natural Resources canada recognized 

sfU’s significant energy conservation efforts with 

an Energy Conservation in Existing Buildings 
Award. meanwhile, our new Burnaby mountain 

neighbourhood, Univercity, received the latest in a 

series of green honours including: the American 

planning Association’s National Excellence Award 
for Innovation in Green Community Planning; 

the Urban Development institute’s Innovations in 
Creating a More Liveable and Sustainable Region 
Award; and the city of Burnaby’s Environment 
Award for Planning and Development. 
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