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Symposium
Enhancing Tsunami Warning Along North America’s Northwest Coast:

Reaching the Last Mile
June 8, 2010

Institute of Ocean Sciences
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
9860 West Saanich Road 

Sidney, B.C.

Organized by 

Simon Fraser University in Partnership with Emergency Management British Columbia, Cascadia Region Earthquake Working Group and the Van Horne Institute
08:30
Welcome – Chris Duffy, EMBC


Housekeeping remarks


Introduce planning committee

08:45
Introductions

09:00
Overview of the symposium process – Maiclaire Bolton, EMBC

09:10
Session A (Tsunami Warning in the Pacific Northwest Today)

· Overview presentation – Peter Anderson, SFU

· February 27 Chile earthquake and WCATWC advisories - Maiclaire Bolton

10:10
Coffee break

10:30   Comments to set context for first breakout session

10:35
Breakout Session A (Challenges in the Coming Decade)

· Outline of focus questions and clarification – Maiclaire Bolton
· Breakout groups (3) 
· What are the current strengths and most significant challenges of the existing warning systems in reaching the last mile/person segments?
· What populations are the most difficult to reach and why?

· What non-technical factors are critical to the effective implementation and sustainability of last mile warning systems?

· What are key technical attributes that warning systems should possess?

· What other emergency communications requirements need to be considered?
11:35
Reports from breakout groups [audio recording]

· Discussion [audio recording]

12:15
Lunch break

 12:45
Session B Overview Presentation  (Building on Existing and Emerging Systems)  

Peter Anderson

13:30 
Breakout Session B (Envisioning next generation last mile public warning)

· Outline of focus questions and clarification - Maiclaire Bolton

· Breakout groups (3)

· What is reasonable and practical to expect from next generation public warning systems in a rural context?
· What role will non-warning authority operated systems, including new social media, play?
· Which types of systems would be most appropriate to examine and pilot?
· Which regions/areas would be the most suitable clients for pilot projects?
· Which organizations are important to include?
· What are potential sources of support?
· What is a practical scale and time frame for pilot projects?
14:30
Coffee break 

14:45
Session C (Framing an Action Plan for a Series of Pilot Projects) 

· Reports from breakouts [audio recording]

Group discussion [audio recording] 

· Pulling together breakout group results and other observations

· Indentifying projects and initial participants and areas of support

· Establishing a planning/working group and follow-up timetable

· Final discussion [audio recording]

16:30
Closing remarks

· Key observations and thoughts of the day 

· Thank participants for their contributions 

17:00
Adjourn

Note:
Audio recording of main sessions is intended solely for the purpose for checking accuracy of note taking.

