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Introduction

The issue of “Prevention of the Victimization and Exploitation of Older People” is one of the five key
research areas for the Gerontology Research Centre (GRC). Activities of the GRC in this area include:

1. Conducting research. Research and development in this area includes programs to prevent financial,
psychological, physical and sexual abuse of older persons and to facilitate access to rights and
services.

2. Publishing the result of research conducted by the GRC staff and other researchers in books, reports,
and articles in scholarly journals and technical magazines.

3. Coordinating and participating in conferences, workshops and working groups to disseminate
information on and increase awareness on the victimization and exploitation of older people.

4. Operating an information and consulting service and maintaining a library collection to respond to
requests for information, advice and assistance from members of the design community, planners,
developers, government agencies, students and teaching faculty, researchers, the media and
consumers.
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University.
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Gerontology Research Centre, Simon Fraser University.
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Spencer, C. (2003). Older adults, alcohol and depression. Seeking Solutions: Vancouver, BC.
Spencer, C. (2003). Older adults and alcohol best practices series 1-7. Seeking Solutions: Vancouver, BC.
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Spencer, C. (2006). An introduction to current abuse prevention strategies in long term care. Prepared for
"A Way Forward" national project (pp. 67). Toronto, ON: University of Toronto, Institute for Life
Course and Aging.

Spencer, C. (2006) Community guide to raise awareness of adult abuse. Prepared for International
Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse. [62 pgs.]
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Spencer, C. (2009) Housing, capacity and abuse. Report for the Vanguard Collaborative and Law
Foundation of BC.

Spencer, C. (2009) Immigration, capacity and abuse. Report for the Vanguard Collaborative and Law
Foundation of BC.

Spencer, C. (2010). Financial abuse and financial literacy. Written brief to the Federal Task Force on
Financial Literacy, March 31, 2010, Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C., Allen, D., Mullins, M., & Hill, M. (1996). Response to the ‘Way Home’. Brief submitted to the
Vancouver/Richmond Health Board (Continuing Care).

Spencer, C., Beaulieu, M. (1999). Older adults’ personal relationships and the law in Canada: Legal,
psycho-social and ethical aspects. Report prepared for the Law Commission of Canada.

Spencer, C., & Gutman, G.M. (2008, October). Sharpening Canada’s focus: Developing an empirical
profile of abuse and neglect among older women and men in the community. Final report - Expert
Roundtable on Elder Abuse in Canada. Ottawa: Human Resources and Social Development Canada.

4. Journal Articles
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Gordon, R.M., & Tomita S.K. (1990). The reporting of elder abuse and neglect: Mandatory or voluntary?
Canada’s Mental Health, 38 (4), 1-6.
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Trevitt, C., & Gallagher, E. (1996). Elder abuse in Canada and Australia: Implications for nurses.
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Yon, Y., Anderson, L., Lymburner, J., Marasigan, J., Savage, R., Campo, M., McClosdey, R., & Mandville-Ansley,
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5. Book Chapters
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older woman abuse: A forum for dialogue (pp. 22-32). Proceedings of a conference held in
Vancouver, February 17-18. Vancouver: BC/Yukon Society of Transition Houses.
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9. Conference Presentations (1997+)

Beaulieu, M., & Spencer, C. (1999). The Costs of Older Adult Abuse. Paper presented at the 2nd Pan
American Congress on Gerontology, San Antonio, TX.

Beaulieu, M., & Spencer, C. (1999). Older Adults’ Personal Relationships and the Law. Paper presented at
the Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on Gerontology, Ottawa,
ON.

Beaulieu, M., & Spencer, C. (2004). A critical analysis of different program approaches to elder abuse in
Canada. Paper presented at the 33rd Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian
Association on Gerontology, Victoria, BC.

Gutman, G.M. (2002). Elder abuse prevention in Canada. Paper presented at the Elder Abuse Prevention
Workgroup, SAGE Counselling Centre, Singapore.

Gutman, G.M. (2008, June). The role of international NGOs in the global strategy to combat elder abuse.
Paper presented at “Building knowledge and networks to address elder abuse: Pathways to human
rights” 3rd annual World Elder Abuse Awareness Day event sponsored by the International Network
for the Prevention of Elder Abuse and co-hosted by the Canadian Network for Prevention of Elder
Abuse, June 16-17, 2008, Ottawa, ON.

Gutman, G.M. (2008, September). WEAAD 2008 — Paving the pathway to awareness. Paper presented at
the 9th Global Conference on Ageing of the International Federation on Aging, September 4-7, 2008,
Montreal, QC.

Gutman, G.M. (2009, June). Elder abuse — Bullying at its worst: Occurrence within Canada’s senior
population. Paper presented at the PREVNet (Promoting relationships and eliminating violence) 4th
Annual Conference, June 5, 2009, Toronto, ON.

Gutman, G.M. (2009, November). Dignity in old age: Preventing elder abuse. Invited plenary address
presented at the Aging in Arab Countries: Research, Policy and Development Expert Group Meeting,
November 18-19, 2009, Beirut, Lebanon.

Gutman G.M., Watts L., Colombo M., & Plaats J.J. van der (2010). ISG*INPEA Round Table:
Gerontechnology as an elder abuse issue. Presentation at the 7th World Conference of the
International Society for Gerontechnology (ISG), 27-29 May 2010, Vancouver, BC.

Hirst, S., McDonald, L., Beaulieu, M., Podnieks, E., Harbison, J., & Spencer, C. (October, 2006). Promoting
promising approaches to abuse prevention in long-term institutional settings. Paper presented at the
35th Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on Gerontology,
October 26-28, 2006, Quebec City, QC.

Howse, D., Podnieks, E., & Spencer, C. ( 2007, February). Bringing abuse and neglect of seniors in care
facilities into the light. Paper presented at the Ontario Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse
conference, February 24-25, 2007, Toronto, ON.

Koehn, S., Spencer, C., Hwang, E. (2009, March). Generating dependency: Legal and social implications of
the immigration laws and policies related to sponsored elderly relatives. Paper presented at the 11th
National Metropolis Conference, March 19-22, 2009, Calgary AB.

Lithwick, M., Gravel, S., & Beaulieu, M. (1999). Identifying Cases of Seniors Mistreatment: How Difficult is
it? Paper presented at the Second National Conference on Elder Abuse, Toronto, ON.



Lithwick, M., Gravel, S., & Beaulieu, M. (1999). The Dynamics of Abuse when there is Cognitive
Impairment. Second National Conference on Elder Abuse, Toronto, ON.

Podnicks, E., Harbison, J., Lithwick, M., Dixon, G., & Spencer C. (2003). Elder abuse: New directions in
research and practice. Paper presented at the 32nd annual scientific and educational meeting of the
Canadian Association on Gerontology, Toronto, ON.

Podnieks, E., Beaulieu, M., Charpentier, M., Harbison, J., Hirst, S., McDonald, L., & Spencer, C. (2007,
November). Promising approaches to abuse prevention in long term institutional care settings. Paper
presented at the 60th Annual Scientific Meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, November
16-20, 2007, San Francisco, CA.

Spencer, C. (1997). Worksheet for Developing Protocols to Address Abuse and Neglect of Vulnerable
Adults. Discussion paper and worksheet developed for Adults with Vulnerability: Addressing Abuse
and Neglect Conference, Toronto.

Spencer, C. (1999). Health consequences of abuse for older women. Paper presented at the 2nd National
Conference on Elder Abuse, Toronto, ON.

Spencer, C. (1999). Social and economic costs of abuse in later life. Paper presented at the 2nd National
Conference on Elder Abuse, Toronto, ON.

Spencer, C. (2000). Ethics Workshop: Ethical issues around abuse. Paper presented at the Sechelt
Community Response Network, Sechelt, BC.

Spencer, C. (2000). Social, economic and other lessons in elder abuse. Presentation to the Ontario
Roundtable on Elder Abuse, Ontario Seniors Directorate.

Spencer, C. (2000). Exploring the social and economic costs of abuse in later life. Paper presented at the
CAG annual meeting, Edmonton, AB.

Spencer, C. (2002). Health promotion or health tyranny? The case of tobacco and alcohol use among
seniors. Paper presented at the 31st Annual and Scientific meeting of the Canadian Association on
Gerontology, Montreal, QC.

Spencer, C. (2002). Is what we have in Canada working? A look at the use of special legislation to protect
older persons in care from abuse and neglect. Paper presented at the Ontario Elder Abuse
Conference, Sharing Solutions: Defining the Future, Toronto, ON.

Spencer, C. (2002). STEPS: Understanding victimization of seniors in rental housing. Paper presented at
the Ontario Elder Abuse Conference, Sharing Solutions: Defining the Future, Toronto, ON.

Spencer, C. (2004). Calculating the real costs of abuse and neglect in later Life. Paper presented at the
Ontario Elder Abuse Conference, Toronto, ON.

Spencer C. (2004). When alcohol problems and abuse in later life intersect: How to effectively help. Paper
presented at the Ontario Elder Abuse Conference, Toronto, ON.

Spencer C. (2004). World view on elder abuse: Canada. Paper presented at the Ontario Elder Abuse
Conference, Toronto, ON.

Spencer, C. (2005, October). Harm reduction and abuse. Paper presented at the World Conference for
the Prevention of Family Violence, October 23-26, 2005, Banff, AB.

Spencer, C. (2005, October). Housing and abuse. Paper presented at the World Conference for the
Prevention of Family Violence, October 23-26, 2005, Banff, AB.
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Spencer, C. (2005, October). No roof over my head: Age related discrimination in housing. Paper
presented at the 34th Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on
Gerontology, October 20-22, 2005, Halifax, NS.

Spencer, C. (2005, October). Why the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is becoming increasingly
irrelevant to older adults. Paper presented at the Canadian Elder Law Conference: Law, Community
and Care, October 29-30, 2005, Vancouver, BC.

Spencer. C. (2006, May). Who's watching out for me? Abuse prevention throughout the housing and care
continuum. Paper presented at the 16th Annual John K. Friesen Conference, May 11-12, 2006,
Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C. (2006, October). Current legal and regulatory direction in abuse prevention. Paper presented
at the Canadian Elder Law Conference, October 13-14, 2006, Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C. (2006, October). Moving beyond R. v. Khelawon: Videotaped abuse testimony from elderly
witnesses. Paper presented at the Canadian Elder Law Conference, October 13-14, 2006, Vancouver,
BC.

Spencer, C. (2007, January). Prevention in later life. Paper presented at the "Risks, Rewards &
Responsibilities" Conference, Addiction Service Providers and Allied Professionals in BC, January 25-
26, 2007, Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C. (2007, March). Promise and practicalities: Key themes from a national project to prevent
resident abuse and neglect in long term care settings. Paper presented at the BC Geriatric Medicine
Conference, March 30-31, 2007, Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C. (2009, October). Defining and measuring abuse and neglect in later life two critical reviews.
Paper presented at the 38th Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association
on Gerontology, October 22-24, 2009, Winnipeg, MB.

Spencer, C. (2009, October). The last frontier: Ageism in housing and health law. Paper presented at the
38th Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on Gerontology,
October 22-24, 2009, Winnipeg, MB.

Spencer, C., & Gutman, G.M. (2008, June). Sharpening our focus. Paper presented at the Expert
Roundtable on Elder Abuse in Canada sponsored by Human Resources and Social Development
Canada, June 18-19, 2008, Ottawa, ON.

Spencer, C., & Gutman, G.M. (2008, November). Hunting of the snarf — the elusive search for one big
theory for abuse in later life. Paper presented in the symposium “Elder Abuse: The Need for Theory”
at the 61st Annual Meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, November 21-25, 2008,
National Harbor, MD.

Spencer, C., Rogers, K., & Crichton, S. (2009, October). The neglect of Kathleen Grant: A view of abuse
and neglect in later life from multiple perspectives. Paper presented at the 38th Annual Scientific and
Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on Gerontology, October 22-24, 2009, Winnipeg,
MB.

Spencer, C., Yaffe, M., Leaney, A., Grigoletto, A., Richards, J.L., & Howie, J. (2009, July). Canadian
Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse: An NGO approach to mistreatment of older adults.
Poster session presented at the 19th World Congress, International Association of Gerontology and
Geriatrics, July 5-9, 2009, Paris, France.

11



Ward Hall, C., & Spencer, C. (2002). Steps to safety and security of seniors in rental housing: Issue
identification and resource development. Paper presented at the 31st Annual and Scientific meeting
of the Canadian Association on Gerontology, Montreal, QC.

Yon, Y., & Anderson, L. (2007, November). Study of ageism and elder abuse by young adults: Is ageism
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