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Introduction

The issue of “Prevention of the Victimization and Exploitation of Older People” is one of the five key
research areas for the Gerontology Research Centre (GRC). Activities of the GRC in this area include:

1. Conducting research. Research and development in this area includes programs to prevent financial,
psychological, physical and sexual abuse of older persons and to facilitate access to rights and
services.

2. Publishing the result of research conducted by the GRC staff and other researchers in books, reports,
and articles in scholarly journals and technical magazines.

3. Coordinating and participating in conferences, workshops and working groups to disseminate
information on and increase awareness on the victimization and exploitation of older people.

4. Operating an information and consulting service and maintaining a library collection to respond to
requests for information, advice and assistance from members of the design community, planners,
developers, government agencies, students and teaching faculty, researchers, the media and
consumers.

Books

Annotated Bibliographies

Technical Reports

Journal Articles

Book Chapters

Reviews of GRC Publications

Newspaper, Newsletter & Magazine Articles

Conference Presentations (1997+)
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Section |I: Publications

1. Books
Fattah, E., & Sacco, V. (1989). Crime and victimization of the elderly. New York: Springer.

Gordon, R. (1995). 1994 supplement to adult guardianship law in Canada. Vancouver: Carswell Legal
Publishing.

Gordon, R. (in press, 1996). Representation agreements, substitute decision making, and adult
guardianship in British Columbia. Carswell Thompson Professional Publishing. Toronto, Ontario.

Gordon, R., & Verdun-Jones, S.N. (eds.) (1992). Adult guardianship law in Canada. Vancouver:
Carswell Legal Publishing.

Gutman, G.M., Wister, A.V., & Samaroo, N. (Eds.) (2001). Abstracts: 17" World Congress of the
International Association of Gerontology ‘Global Aging: Working Together in a Changing World’.
Gerontology: International Journal of Experimental, Clinical and Behavioural Gerontology,
47(Suppl.. 1), 1-718.

Holliday, S.G., & Chandler, M. (1986). Wisdom: The case for expanded notions of adult competence.
Basel: S. Karger.

Russell, M., Hightower, J., & Gutman, G. (Eds.) (1996). Stopping the violence: Changing families,
changing futures. Vancouver: B.C. Institute on Family Violence.

2. Annotated Bibliographies

Spencer, C., Ashfield, M., & Vanderbijl, M. (1996). Abuse and neglect of older adults in community
settings: An annotated bibliography. Vancouver: Gerontology Research Centre, Simon Fraser
University.

Spencer, C., & Beaulieu, M. (1994). Abuse and neglect of older adults in institutional settings. Ottawa:
Health Programs and Services Branch, Health Canada.

3. Technical Reports

Beaulieu, M., & Spencer, C. (1999). Older adults’ personal relationships and the law in Canada: Legal,
psychosocial and ethical aspects. Report submitted to the Law Commission of Canada.

Beaulieu, M., Gordon, R., & Spencer, C. (2003). An environmental scan of abuse and neglect in later life
in Canada: What’s working and why. [Ottawa, ON]: The Working Group. (Prepared for Federal/
Provincial/Territorial Working Group on Seniors' Safety and Security.)

Fattah, E.A. (1989). Alterkriminalitat unter besonderer Berucksichtigung. Report submitted to the
German Research Agency Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft.

Fattah, E.A. (1993). Internationaler Forschungsstand zum Problem “Gewalt gegen alte Menschen’ und
Folgen von Opfererfahrung. Hannover: Kriminologisches Forschungsinstitut Niedersachsen.
Forschungsberichte .

Pittaway, E., Gallagher, E., Stones, M., Kosberg, J., Podnieks, E., Strain, L., & Bond, J. (1995). A guide
to enhancing services for abused older Canadians. Centre on Aging, University of Victoria.

Pittaway, E., Gallagher, E., Stones, M., Kosberg, J., Podnieks, E., Strain, L., & Bond, J. (1995). Services
for abused older Canadians. Centre on Aging, University of Victoria.

Spencer, C. (1994, June). Abuse and neglect of older adults in institutional settings. Ottawa: Health
Division, Health Services Directorate, Health Canada.



Spencer, C. (1995, January). “Seniors at Risk’”: A conceptual framework. Discussion Paper, Seniors’
Secretariat, Ottawa.

Spencer, C. (1996). Diminishing returns: Report of study of financial abuse of the elderly. Vancouver:
Gerontology Research Centre, Simon Fraser University.

Spencer, C. (1996, December). Financial abuse of seniors, Representation agreements and the need for
advocacy. Brief submitted to John Hogarth, Implementation of the Adult Guardianship Legislation.

Spencer, C. (1996). Seniors at risk: A conceptual framework. Report prepared on behalf of the Canadian
Association on Gerontology for the Division of Aging and Seniors, Health Canada.

Spencer C. (1997) Worksheet for developing protocols to address abuse and neglect of vulnerable adults.
Discussion paper and worksheet developed for “Adults with Vulnerability: Addressing Abuse and
Neglect” conference, Toronto, Jan. 13-14, 1997.

Spencer, C. (1998) Evaluation of the Vancouver Withdrawal Management Program. Report submitted to
Seniors Well Aware Program, Vancouver, B.C.

Spencer, C. (1998). Seniors and alcohol: Barriers to treatment. Report to Seniors Independence Research
Program (SIRP) and Canada’s Drug Strategy (CDS).

Spencer, C. (1999). Exploring the social and economic costs of abuse in later life. Report to Health
Canada Family Violence Prevention Unit.

Spencer, C. (2002). Feasibility of determining social and economic costs of abuse against seniors in
Canada. Prepared for Health Canada, Family Violence Prevention Unit, Ottawa.

Spencer, C. (2002). A roof over my head: A guide for seniors renting in B.C. B.C. Coalition to Eliminate
Abuse of Seniors, Burnaby, BC.

Spencer, C. (2002). STEPS to safety and security of seniors in rental housing: Final report. BC. Coalition
to Eliminate Abuse of Seniors, Burnaby, BC.

Spencer, C. (2002). Tips of the trade series: Education materials for building managers housing seniors.
B.C. Coalition to Eliminate Abuse of Seniors, Burnaby, BC.

Spencer, C. (2003). Assisted living consultation response: Health and safety. Brief to Ministry of Health
Services and Planning.

Spencer, C. (2003). Best practices series: Alcohol related matters affecting seniors. Seniors Well Aware
Program, Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C. (2003). Older adults, alcohol and depression. Seeking Solutions: Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C. (2003). Older adults and alcohol best practices series 1-7. Seeking Solutions: VVancouver,
BC.

Spencer, C. (2003). Profile of elder abuse in British Columbia. (Prepared for BC Coalition to Eliminate
Abuse of Seniors and Ministry of Children, Aboriginal and Women's Services.).

Spencer, C. (2006). An introduction to current abuse prevention strategies in long term care. Prepared for
"A Way Forward" national project (pp. 67). Toronto, ON: University of Toronto, Institute for Life
Course and Aging.

Spencer, C. (2006) Community guide to raise awareness of adult abuse. Prepared for International
Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse. [62 pgs.]

Spencer, C., Allen, D., Mullins, M., & Hill, M. (1996). Response to the “Way Home’. Brief submitted to
the Vancouver/Richmond Health Board (Continuing Care).

Spencer, C., Beaulieu, M. (1999). Older adults’ personal relationships and the law in Canada: Legal,
psycho-social and ethical aspects. Report prepared for the Law Commission of Canada.



4. Journal Articles

Barker-Collo, S.L., Melnyk, W.T., & McDonald-Miszczak, L. (2000). A cognitive-behavioral model of
post-traumatic stress reactions for sexually abused females. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 15,
375-392.

Beaulieu, M., & Spencer, C. (2001). The emergence of older adults' personal relationships in Canadian
law. International Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 24 (2-3), 213-232.

Bristowe, E., & Collins, J.B. (1989). Family mediated abuse of non-institutionalized frail elderly men and
women living in British Columbia. Journal of Elder Abuse and Neglect, 1 (1), 45-64.

Davies, G., & Taylor, L. (1989). Private committeeship in British Columbia: A study of due process.
Canadian Journal of Family Law, 8 (1), 185-205.

Fattah, E.A. (1985). The role of senior citizens in crime prevention. Prevention, 3 (1), 2.

Gordon, R. (1987). Financial abuse of the elderly and state protective services. Crime and Social Justice,
26, 116-134.

Gordon, R. (1993). Out to pasture: A case for the retirement of Canadian Mental Health Legislation.
Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health, 12 (1), 37-55.

Gordon, R.M., & Tomita S.K. (1990). The reporting of elder abuse and neglect: Mandatory or voluntary?
Canada’s Mental Health, 38 (4), 1-6.

Gordon, R., & Verdun-Jones, S. (1986). Privatization and protective services for the elderly: some
observations on the economics of the aging process. International Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 8,
311-325.

Gordon, R., & Verdun-Jones, S. (1987). The implications of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom
for the law relating to guardianship and trusteeship. International Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 10,
21-34.

Gordon, R., Verdun-Jones, S., & McDougall, D. (1987). Reforms in the field of adult guardianship law: A
comment on recent developments. Canadian Journal of Family Law, 6, 149-152.

Pepper-Smith, R., Harvey, W.R.C., Silberfeld, M., Stein, E., & Rutman, D. (1992). Consent to a
competency assessment. International Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 15, 13-23.

Rutman, D., & Silberfeld, M. (1991). Competency to choose place of residence: A case study. Humane
Medicine, 7, 119-122.

Spencer, C. (1998). Ethical dilemmas in dealing with abuse and neglect. Ethica, January.

Trevitt, C., & Gallagher, E. (1996). Elder abuse in Canada and Australia: Implications for nurses.
International Journal of Nursing Studies, 33 (6), 651-659.

5. Book Chapters

Beaulieu, M., Gordon, R., & Spencer, C. (2005). The abuse and neglect of older Canadians: Key legal
and related issues. In A. Soden (Ed.), Advising the older client. Markham, ON: LexisNexis
Butterworths.

Bradshaw, D., & Spencer, C. (1999). The role of alcohol in elder abuse cases. In J. Pritchard (Ed.), Elder
abuse work: Best practice in England and Canada (pp. 332-353). London: Jessica Kingsley.

Gordon, R.M., & Tomita, S.K. (1990). The reporting of elder abuse and neglect: Mandatory or
voluntary? In R. Roesch, D.G. Dutton & V.F. Sacco (Eds.), Family violence: Perspectives on
treatment, research, and policy (pp. 135-150). Burnaby, B.C. British Columbia Institute on Family
Violence.



Spencer, C. (1995). New directions for research on interventions with abused older adults. In M.
MacLean (Ed.), Abuse and neglect of older Canadians: Strategies for change (pp. 143-158). Ottawa:
Canadian Association on Gerontology; Toronto: Education Publishing.

Spencer, C. (2005). Abuse in institutions. In A. Soden (Ed.), Advising the older client. Markham, ON:
LexisNexis Butterworths.

Spencer, C. (2005). Discrimination: The law and older adults. In A. Soden (Ed.), Advising the older
client. Markham, ON: LexisNexis Butterworths.

6. Conference Proceedings

Fattah, E.A. (1994). Victimization and Fear of Crime Among the Elderly: A Possible Link? Proceedings
of Crime and Older People Conference. Canberra, Australian Institute of Criminology.

Gutman, G.M. (2005). Older woman abuse in the context of population aging: Issues, trends, traps and
opportunities. In J. Hightower, M.J. Smith & H. Hightower (Eds.) Building bridges for prevention of
older woman abuse: A forum for dialogue (pp. 22-32). Proceedings of a conference held in
Vancouver, February 17-18. Vancouver: BC/Yukon Society of Transition Houses.

Spencer, C. (1999). Health consequences of abuse for older women. Proceedings of the 2™ National
Conference on Elder Abuse, Toronto ON, March 21-23, 1999.

Spencer, C. (1996). Abuse and neglect of native elders. In M. Russell, J. Hightower & G. Gutman (Eds.)
Proceedings from National Conference “Stopping the Violence: Changing Families, Changing
Futures” (pp. 17-31). Vancouver, B.C.: B.C. Institute on Family Violence.

7. Reviews of GRC Publications

McCreadie, C. (1997). [Book review of Spencer, C., Ashfield, M., & Vanderbijl, M. (1996). Abuse and
Neglect of Older Adults in Community Settings: An Annotated Bibliography.] Journal of Elder
Abuse and Neglect, 9 (1), 90-91.

Spencer, C. (2003). Respecting your rights: A guide to the rights of people living in British Columbia
long term care facilities. Burnaby: Simon Fraser University.

8. Newspaper, Newsletter & Magazine Articles
Adams, R. (2001). Criminal justice, abuse, and victimisation — Care vs rights. GRC News, 20(1), 11.

Beaulieu, M., & Caron, F. (1999). Partnership and respect of older adults: two changing values in social
policies. GRC News, 18(1), 9-11.

Beaulieu, M., Gravel, S., & Lithwick, M. (1999). Older adult mistreatment: Dynamics in personal
relationships. GRC News, 17(4), 8-10.

Mckenzie, P., & Spencer, C. (1996). Who will Speak for Me? The Advocate, 4(3), 5.
Spencer, C. (1993). Care of older persons: Are relatives responsible? GRC News, 12(1), 4.
Spencer, C. (1993). Financial abuse of seniors. The Scrivener, 2(3), 13- 15.

Spencer, C. (1993). Financial abuse of the elderly. GRC News, 11(4), 4.

Spencer, C. (1994). Seniors housing and elder abuse. Seniors Housing Update, 4(2), 1-4.

Spencer, C. (1995). Financial abuse: The case for prevention. Family Connection. B.C. Council for the
Family, 2(4), 34-36.

Spencer, C. (1995). Financial abuse: The ties that bind. Scrivener, Society of Notary Public of British
Columbia, 4(4), 14-16.



Spencer, C. (1996). Alcohol and seniors: The ethics of intervention. GRC News, 15(2), 3-4.

Spencer, C. (1996). Special challenges: The role of alcohol in abuse cases. Elder Abuse: A Shared
Concern. Newsletter of the B.C. Coalition to Eliminate Abuse of Seniors, 4(1), 10-11.

Spencer, C. (1997). Commentary: training building managers for the 21st century. Seniors’ Housing
Update, 7(2), 3, 5.

Spencer, C. (1997). Moving forward: seniors and the new adult guardianship legislation. GRC News,
16(2), 1-3.

Spencer, C. (1997). One bad apple? Abuse of seniors in seniors housing. Seniors’ Housing Update, 7(2),
1-2.

Spencer, C. (1998). Financial abuse of seniors: current research findings. Mature Medicine Canada,
May/June, 39-41.

Spencer, C. (1998). Not in the holiday spirit: The role of alcohol in elder abuse. B.C. Institute Against
Family Violence newsletter, 6(1), 18-20.

Spencer, C. (1998). Sources and consequences of abuse experienced by older women. GRC News, 17(2),
5-8.

Spencer, C. (1999). Canadian Network begins. PAVA (Prevention of Abuse of Vulnerable Adults)
newsletter, January.

Spencer, C. (1999). The role of alcohol in falls among seniors: Bridging disciplines. GRC News, 17(4), 6-
7, 10.

Spencer, C. (1999). Social and economic costs of abuse in later life. GRC News, 18(3), 10-12.
Spencer, C. (2000). Abuse and neglect of older adults in rural communities. GRC News, 19(1), 7-11.
Spencer, C. (2000). Grey power in Canada (part one). GRC News, 19(2), 5-8.

Spencer, C. (2000). Local and provincial initiatives in rental housing safety. Seniors’ Housing Update,
10(1), 1-4.

Spencer, C. (2000). Progress report on elder abuse. Newsletter of the BC Institute Against Family
Violence, 7(1), 14.

Spencer, C. (2000). Steps to seniors safety and security in rental housing. Shared Concern, 8(4) & The
Apartment Investor, 24(2), 14-15.

Spencer, C. (2001). Update on ‘steps to safety and security for seniors in rental housing’. Seniors Housing
Update, 10(2), 20.

Spencer, C. (2001). STEPS: Understanding crime prevention and related problems in rental housing. A
Shared Concerned, 9(4), 5-6.

Spencer, C. (2002). STEPS: Understanding victimization of seniors in rental housing. GRC News, 20(2),
5-7.

Spencer, C. (2002). Elder abuse... recognizing the problem (“Tips of the Trade’ for building managers), A
Shared Concerned, 10(2), 14-15.

Spencer, C. (2002). Ageism and age discrimination in Canada: An introduction (Part one). GRC News,
21(2), 3-5.

Spencer, C. (2003). Pushing the limits of client advocacy: What if your clients plan a criminal act as a
way to make a point? — Response. Perspectives: Newsletter of the B.C. Association of Social Workers,
35(3), 24.



Spencer, C. (2003). Understanding memory problems (‘Tips of the Trade’ for building managers),
InfoLink, 10(1), 23.

Spencer, C. (2004). Assisted living in British Columbia’s “New Era.” Seniors Housing Update, 13(1), 1-
8.

Spencer, C. (2004) Alcohol and senior abuse. A Shared Concern, BC. Coalition to Eliminate Abuse of
Seniors.

Spencer, C. (2005). Moral distress in senior abuse. GRC News, 24(2), 1-3.

9. Conference Presentations (1997+)

Beaulieu, M., & Spencer, C. (1999). The Costs of Older Adult Abuse. 2nd Pan American Congress on
Gerontology, San Antonio, TX.

Beaulieu, M., & Spencer, C. (1999). Older Adults’ Personal Relationships and the Law. Paper. Annual
Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on Gerontology, Ottawa, ON.

Beaulieu, M., & Spencer, C. (2004). A critical analysis of different program approaches to elder abuse in
Canada. Paper presented at the 33rd Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian
Association on Gerontology, Victoria, BC.

Gutman, G.M. (2002). Elder abuse prevention in Canada. Presentation to Elder Abuse Prevention
Workgroup, SAGE Couselling Centre, Singapore.

Hirst, S., McDonald, L., Beaulieu, M., Podnieks, E., Harbison, J., & Spencer, C. (October, 2006).
Promoting promising approaches to abuse prevention in long-term institutional settings. Paper
presented at the 35th Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on
Gerontology, October 26-28, 2006, Quebec City, QC.

Howse, D., Podnieks, E., & Spencer, C. ( 2007, February). Bringing abuse and neglect of seniors in care
facilities into the light. Paper presented at the Ontario Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse
conference, February 24-25, 2007, Toronto, ON.

Lithwick, M., Gravel, S., & Beaulieu, M. (1999). Identifying Cases of Seniors Mistreatment: How
Difficult is it? Second National Conference on Elder Abuse, Toronto, ON.

Lithwick, M., Gravel, S., & Beaulieu, M. (1999). The Dynamics of Abuse when there is Cognitive
Impairment. Second National Conference on Elder Abuse, Toronto, ON.

Podnicks, E., Harbison, J., Lithwick, M., Dixon, G., & Spencer C. (2003). Elder abuse: New directions in
research and practice. Paper presented at the 32" annual scientific and educational meeting of the
Canadian Association on Gerontology, Toronto, ON.

Podnieks, E., Beaulieu, M., Charpentier, M., Harbison, J., Hirst, S., McDonald, L., & Spencer, C. (2007,
November). Promising approaches to abuse prevention in long term institutional care settings. Paper
presented at the 60th Annual Scientific Meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, November
16-20, 2007, San Francisco, CA.

Spencer, C. (1997). Worksheet for Developing Protocols to Address Abuse and Neglect of Vulnerable
Adults. Discussion paper and worksheet developed for Adults with Vulnerability: Addressing Abuse
and Neglect Conference, Toronto.

Spencer, C. (1999). Health consequences of abuse for older women. Paper presented at the 2™ National
Conference on Elder Abuse, Toronto, ON.

Spencer, C. (1999). Social and economic costs of abuse in later life. Paper presented at the 2nd National
Conference on Elder Abuse, Toronto, ON.



Spencer, C. (2000). Ethics Workshop: Ethical issues around abuse. Sechelt Community Response
Network, Sechelt, BC.

Spencer, C. (2000). Social, economic and other lessons in elder abuse. Presentation to the Ontario
Roundtable on Elder Abuse, Ontario Seniors Directorate.

Spencer, C. (2000). Exploring the social and economic costs of abuse in later life. CAG annual meeting,
Edmonton, AB.

Spencer, C. (2002). Health promotion or health tyranny? The case of tobacco and alcohol use among
seniors. Paper presented at the 31% Annual and Scientific meeting of the Canadian Association on
Gerontology, Montreal, QC.

Spencer, C. (2002). Is what we have in Canada working? A look at the use of special legislation to
protect older persons in care from abuse and neglect. Paper presented at the Ontario Elder Abuse
Conference, Sharing Solutions: Defining the Future, Toronto, ON.

Spencer, C. (2002). STEPS: Understanding victimization of seniors in rental housing. Paper presented at
the Ontario Elder Abuse Conference, Sharing Solutions: Defining the Future, Toronto, ON.

Spencer, C. (2004). Calculating the real costs of abuse and neglect in later Life. Paper presented at the
Ontario Elder Abuse Conference, Toronto, ON.

Spencer C. (2004). When alcohol problems and abuse in later life intersect: How to effectively help.
Paper presented at the Ontario Elder Abuse Conference, Toronto, ON.

Spencer C. (2004). World view on elder abuse: Canada. Paper presented at the Ontario Elder Abuse
Conference, Toronto, ON.

Spencer, C. (2005, October). Harm reduction and abuse. Paper presented at the World Conference for the
Prevention of Family Violence, October 23-26, 2005, Banff, AB.

Spencer, C. (2005, October). Housing and abuse. Paper presented at the World Conference for the
Prevention of Family Violence, October 23-26, 2005, Banff, AB.

Spencer, C. (2005, October). No roof over my head: Age related discrimination in housing. Paper
presented at the 34™ Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting of the Canadian Association on
Gerontology, October 20-22, 2005, Halifax, NS.

Spencer, C. (2005, October). Why the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is becoming
increasingly irrelevant to older adults. Paper presented at the Canadian Elder Law Conference: Law,
Community and Care, October 29-30, 2005, Vancouver, BC.

Spencer. C. (2006, May). Who's watching out for me? Abuse prevention throughout the housing and care
continuum. Paper presented at the 16th Annual John K. Friesen Conference, May 11-12, 2006,
Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C. (2006, October). Current legal and regulatory direction in abuse prevention. Paper presented
at the Canadian Elder Law Conference, October 13-14, 2006, Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C. (2006, October). Moving beyond R. v. Khelawon: Videotaped abuse testimony from elderly
witnesses. Paper presented at the Canadian Elder Law Conference, October 13-14, 2006, VVancouver,
BC.

Spencer, C. (2007, January). Prevention in later life. Paper presented at the "Risks, Rewards &
Responsibilities” Conference, Addiction Service Providers and Allied Professionals in BC, January
25-26, 2007, Vancouver, BC.

Spencer, C. (2007, March). Promise and practicalities: Key themes from a national project to prevent
resident abuse and neglect in long term care settings. Paper presented at the BC Geriatric Medicine
Conference, March 30-31, 2007, Vancouver, BC.



Ward Hall, C., & Spencer, C. (2002). Steps to safety and security of seniors in rental housing: Issue
identification and resource development. Paper presented at the 31% Annual and Scientific meeting of
the Canadian Association on Gerontology, Montreal, QC.

Yon, Y., & Anderson, L. (2007, November). Study of ageism and elder abuse by young adults: Is ageism
associated with elder abuse? Paper presented at the Canadian Center for Elder Law Studies
conference, November 8-10, 2007, Vancouver, BC.

Section I1: Theses

a) M.A. Theses and Projects

deBeer, B. (1985). Fear of victimization among the elderly: An exploratory analysis of the interactions
among fear of victimization, neighbourhood integration, victimization, activity and social support.
M.A. Thesis, Department of Criminology (Supervisor: M. Jackson).

Currie, H.H. (1997). Cruel and unusual? The implications of Section 12 of the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms on restraint use in care facilities. M.A. Thesis, School of Criminology
(Supervisor: R. Gordon).
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