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Variance of Informed Consent

The REB may approve consent procedureswhich
donot include, or which aters, someor al of the
elementsof informed consent, or waivethe
requirement to obtai n informed consent, provided
that the REB findsand documentsthat:

i) theprotocol isminimal risk

i) thewaiver isunlikey to adversely affect
therightsand welfare of the subjects;

iif) theresearch could not practically be
carried out without thewaiver;

iv) whenever possible and appropriate, the
subjectswill beprovided with additiona
pertinent information after participation;
and

V) thewaived or atered consent does not
involveatherapeuticintervention.

Educational Seminars
If youwould like the Office of Research Ethicsto

giveatalk to students about policy or process, or to

discuss specificissues, pleaseemail therequest to
dore@sfu.ca. Powerpoint presenationsand pdf
documents of application procedures, policesand

tipsareavailable ondisk for instructorsand students.
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The Issue of Human Cloning

UN at oddsagain, thistime on human cloning
Agence France-Presse
United Nations, October 29

After Irag and theWest Asia, the United Nations
isnow divided again over another life-and-desth
question— whether human beingsshould be
clonedinthenameof medical research.
Supporterssay limited cloning could help treat
killer diseaseslikeAIDSwhile opponentsargue
thefreedom to manufactureembryosina
|aboratory opensan ethical minefield onthecutting
edge of modern science.

Thetwo competing visonswill face off asearly as
thisweek if backersof “thergpeutic cloning” push
avoteinthe UN Generd Assembly that will spell
out society’swillingnessto takethetask of
creation into itsown hands.

CogtaRica, the United States, the Philippinesand
morethan 50 other nations, backed by the
Vatican, want aworldwide convention banning al
formsof human cloning by next year.

Their proposa saysthecloning of human beingsis
“mordly repugnant, unethica and contrary to
respect for the person and constitutesagrave
violation of fundamenta humanrights.”

Lined up againgt them areBelgium, Britain, China
and asizeableminority of other nationswhich
believelimited cloning “ opensup prospectsfor the
improvement of thehealth of individualsand
mankind asawhole.”

Supportersof therapeutic cloning say their
proposa safeguardsthe sanctity of humanlifebut
givescountriesthelatitudeto policethemselves
and decideindividually wheretheboundaries
shouldlie.

November 2003

Simon Fraser University

Page 1



Research Outside of Canada

Prior to approva, researchersmust informthe
Board what thelegal jurisdictionsarein the country
outside Canadainwhichthey are conducting their
research and whether or not the researcher has
received approval to conduct researchinthat
country.

Lotteries
TheBoard agreed that it will review any

gpplicationinvolvingtheoffering of alottery in
excess of $500.

Unintended Discovery of Data

If consent of subjectswho areparticipatinginthe
project hasbeen givenfor adefined use of thedata,
the datamay not be used for other purposeswithout
the consent of the subjects. The REB may approve
exceptional circumstanceson acase-by-casebasis.

Research programsthat require contact with human
subjectswhoseregular occupationd dutiesinvolve
communicating with the public on behalf of their
organizations, such aspublicrelaionsofficers, officid
spokespeople, diplomatic officias, etc., or the Chief
Executive of an organization, ought not to require
ethicsreview to the degree that answering questions
posed by the public arewithin the ordinary
occupational dutiesof the subject.

Similarly, researcherswhoseinquiresarereferred to
other membersof an organi zation by public relations
officersfor the organi zation ought not berequired to

havetheir research project subjected to review, tothe
degreethat their questionsto such follow-on subjects

areinkeepingwiththeir initia inquiry andthe
substance of theinterview areattributable.

Interviewswith elected official ought to be exempt.
However, only tothedegreethat suchinterviews
touch ontheir ordinary obligationsto communicate
with the public and such an exemption ought also
apply to declared candidatesfor public office.

Therecommendeation of the REB isto consult the

Office of Research Ethicswhenthereisuncertainty as

towhen ethicsreview isnecessary.

Archiving of Approvals

A period of consultation withthe Records
Management Archivist established Records
Retention Schedulesfor the Office of Research
Ethics. Theproceduresare uniqueand have
resulted from an analysisof what dataisnecessary
from both alegal and historical perspsective.

Field Courses and PDP

TheBoard must beinformed of proceduresby
which student evaluationsareestablished in Field
and Professional Devel opment courses, of the
protocolsto be used in these coursesand any
impact of protocolson children’snormal classroom
routine.

Ethics Approval of Thesis

Proposals

The REB recommended that the Director of the
Officeof Research Ethicsconfer withthe Dean of
Graduate Studiesto develop adocument to be
used by all Supervisors, when protocolsfor studies
involving human subjectsare gpproved, confirming
that the project hasreceived ethicsapproval. The
Dean of Graduate Studiesisnow inthe process of
consultation with respect to theimplementation of
thisrecommendation.

Sudent and Saff Collaboration

on Faculty Projects

Studentsand staff who are engaged in reserch that
ispart of aresearch protocol that has been
approved for thePrincipal Investigator (P1), at
SFU, may beincluded asacollaborator inthePl’s
application. Collaborators may also be added, by
thePl at any timebeforeexpiry of theterm of
approval. If thecollaborator isaGraduate Student
that student will receivealetter of approval for the
purposes of documenting ethicsapproval of thes's
research. If thetitle of thethesisproject isdifferent
fromthetitle of the approved project the student’s
supervisor must by letter approvethat titleasone
that describes research that ispart of the approved
project. Thesupervisor, whenadding a
collaborator must a so certify that the collaborator
isaware of, and agreed to, the protocol sthat have
been approved.
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Approval of Con-Joint Courses

The REB agreed to include two coursesinthe same
approval processwhen one courseisfor the
collection of dataand the connected courseisfor
theanaysisand/or publication of the data collected.
Thisprocedurewas applied to student applications
in Publishing 899-898 however arequirement for
approval wasthat aformal internship agreement be
obtained with outside organizationsthat are utilized
inthe protocols.

Monitoring of Projects

Documentation of Non-written
Consent

The REB agreed that when thereisno written
consent statement, the researcher must keepa
record of who agreed to participate assubjects. In
foucsgroup discussions, there should be arecord of
thosewho are discussing the subjects. Insome
discussionsit may beimportant to get the agreement
of al personsinvolved with respect to confidentiaity
and anonymity.

SFU policy requiresthat the Office of Research Ethics (ORE) monitorsall projectsthat arein progress.
ORE hasdevel oped an e ectronic monitoring form that issent out automatically each year for non-

minmal risk projects.
Theform asksif the
projectisgillin
progressand whether
there have been any
sgnificant changein
the protocol sthat
have been approved
or inthe personnel
involvedinthestudy.
Theseformsare
entered intothe
databasethat contains
theapprovalsand
other relevant
information. Itis
important that these
formsbereturned
eectronicdly.

“There now. We gel our wish of continuing our work unimpeded, and
they get their wish of being in a position of direct oversight at all times.”

Intentional Deception of Subjects

Some experimentsor project may requiresthat the
subjectsdo not know thetrueintent of the study, or
of theexperimental variables. If deceptionis
required the subjectsmust begivenatrue
information document after their contributionis
completed, and they must be giventhe opportunity
to re-consent to the use of their data.

Maintenance of Records

Written or other forms of documented consent for

minimal risk protocolsmust beretained by the
researcher for aperiod of oneyear after the
research has been compl eted.
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Application Procedure

Note: Electronic applicationsare required and paper
copy will not normally be accpeted.

1. Applicants send an email to the Office of Research
Ethics (dore@sfu.ca) requesting acodefor the
purpose of accessing on-lineforms. Includeaproject
title, your name, department or school within SFU,
andif applicable, your supervisor nameand short
form e-mail address (jdoe@sfu.ca, not
jane_doe@sfu.ca).

2. The Officeof Research Ethicsanswersyour
email with acode and theweb site address of the
forms.

3. After completion of eachformitissubmitted as
shown on eachform.

4. When you have completed all formsthat areto be
submitted you send an email to dore@sfu.cawiththe
titteand THE PASSWORD ASSIGNED TOYOU
indicating that the el ectronic applicationiscomplete.

5. After the application hasbeen reviewed the
disposition of the applicationwill be sent to your SFU
email addressin pdf format.

6. If studentsare applying for ethicsapproval the
student’ ssupervisor will besent Form 1 and
disposition of the application by email and asked to
confirm that he or she has approved the application.

7. The Office of Research Ethicswill closeweb
accessto your form.

8. Anapproval letter will be sent by CampusMail.

Deadlines for Course Applications

April 1for coursesofferedin Summer Semester
August 1 for coursesofferedin Fall Semester

December 1 for coursesofferedin Spring Semester

Research EthicsBoard (REB)

Faculty Members:
Dr. Bruce Whittlesea (Chair), Psychology

Dr. CharlesKrieger, M.D., Kinesiology

Dr. Daniel Cohn, Palitical Science

Dr. David Kaufman, Education

Dr. Richard Iverson,Business Administration
Dr. Bruce Brandhorst, Biological Sciences

University Community at L arge:
Dr. Adrienne Drobnies, Science

Dr. John Lowman, Criminology
Dr. Maureen Hoskyn, Education

Sudent Members:
Ms. Joanna Lemay, Women's Sudies

M ember sfrom OutsidetheUniver Sity:
Ms. Lynne Kennedy
Mr. William (Bill) Méelville

Office of Research Ethics

Hal Weiinberg, Ph.D.

Director, Office of Research Ethics
603268-6593

hweinber@sfu.ca

Barb Ralph
Ethics Officer
604 291-3447
bralph@sfu.ca

Janet Yule
Ethics Assistant
604291-5719

jyule@sfu.ca
Fax: 604 268-6785

Short Term REB Appointments

Senate established the following policy on September
24, 2003. “Inthe event that amember of the Research
Ethics Board is unable to attend its meetings, the Senate
Committee on Agenda and Rules has the authority to
appoint atemporary replacement to act in place of the
regular member until the regular member returnson until
an election can be held”.
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