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Introduction 

-general & specific importance of 

issue 

-tie in to class, audience 

-Key research question- categories 

& methods of evidence 

Literature Review 

-Addresses what we know about the q. 

now 

-includes schools of thought/logical 

approaches, and key authors 

-analyzes these in contrast to each 

other , offering a new synthetic view 

Data Analysis 

-reviews hard empirical evidence, incl. 

stats and case studies 

-discusses empirical literature and its 

conclusions about data 

-again, offers new synthetic view  

Original Analysis 

-offers a new theoretical and 

empirical analysis 

-explains superiority of this view 

-applied to case(s) or stats-cond’ns, 

assumptions 

Conclusion 

-answers research questions 

w/approp. conditionalities 

-summarizes implications of new 

analysis, for lit, data, & policy 

-gives policy & future research 

recommendations 

Keys 1: 

Modularity, 

Linkages, 

symmetry-  

Write an 

outline! 

Keys 2: 

Trajectory 

no 

repetition; 

originality 

Keys 3: 

Concise, no 

repetition, 

economy of 

words; graphs, 

tables, formatting 

inviting to the 

reader 


