Lecture 1. Introduction to the Course
INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Geography 221: Economic Geography
Me and my coordinates:

Instructor: Prof. Andresen

Office: Saywell Hall 10207 (School of Criminology)
Why is a criminologist teaching economic geography?

· My background is in (international) economics and economic geography, focusing on the geography of international trade

· I consider myself a geographer

· I had a side research stream in the geography of crime

· And I was able to trick to School of Criminology into hiring me based on that

e-mail: andresen@sfu.ca 

· will not answer class questions by e-mail, but will answer them in class

· so if you are too shy to bring things up in class (lecture or tutorial) send me an email and I will be sure to discuss the issue in class

Web Address: http://www.sfu.ca/~andresen/
· You will find a detailed course outline on this web page, under “Teaching”

· We will not be using WebCT in this class
· If I need to post anything for the class it will be on my web page
Office Hours: Basically by appointment

· students generally don’t use office hours except around exam times

· I will hold official office hours, Monday 130pm – 220pm, just before the second tutorial
· If you need to see me outside of official time slots, be sure to email me to make sure I will be here

Course structure

· There is one lecture (2 hours) per week. 
· And two tutorials for discussion of the week’s subject matter

· I do not get involved in registration issues…i.e. I will not have an overload on one day and a half empty tutorial on the other day

· If you want/need to switch tutorials, pay attention to the course registration web page as it is common for students to drop courses in the first week or two 
I will not be taking attendance for the lecture, but I will be doing so for the tutorials
· Tutorials are worth 20 percent of your grade

· So it is important for you to show up and participate!

· Starting this week, I will be assigning two people as the discussants for the following week’s tutorial
· I will choose the topics and you can pick…there will be some options

· Very important for all to do the readings and be ready to participate in the discussions

Next Monday (23 May) is the Victoria Day statutory holiday

· Obviously, no lecture or tutorial that day

· Tuesday’s tutorial is also canceled (24 May)

· This is to keep consistency in discussions each week

ALSO NOTE: No class 01 August 2010
· BC Day holiday
The midterm exam will occur in week 7
· 35 percent of your grade

· This will be the 6th time we meet
· That is 20 June 2011
· Only under extreme circumstances will make-up exams be done

· A cold does not count as extreme circumstances

I haven’t decided on the structure of the exam just yet

· But it will likely consist of some combination of

· Term definitions

· True/false/explain

· Multiple choice

· And short answer (3-5 sentences) questions

The final exam for this course

· The remaining 45 percent of your grade

· Will be of the same structure as the midterm exam

· And it will be cumulative

· All course material is game

· Scheduled time: 19 August 2011 (Friday), 330 – 630pm
There textbook for this course is available at the SFU Bookstore
· The book is authored by Roger Hayter (SFU Geography) and Jerry Patchell (Hong Kong University of Science and Technology)
· This is a brand new textbook published by Oxford University Press in 2011
· If you have any comments regarding the textbook, please give them to me and I will pass them on to Roger Hayter, anonymously if you prefer

· I know he would be happy to get any feedback

QUESTIONS?

What I want to do in this course

· Introduce you to the subject of economic geography
· I will go over a very brief intellectual history of the field

· And why economic geography is good for you

· We will then get into the “institutional approach” of economic geography

· This is the focus of the textbook

· In the following weeks we will go over the “fundamental” concepts of this institutional approach before the midterm

· After the midterm we will go into some applications of this approach

· I plan to cover the entire textbook in the semester
· We’ll see how that turns out

· This means a lot of reading, about 500 pages

· But this reading covers lecture and tutorial material

WHY ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY IS GOOD FOR YOU
Of course
· As an economic geographer
· I think the art of economic geography is a very good one to practice
· But let me elaborate.

Economic geography has always been a mainstay within geography
· But its history as a formal university-based discipline in Anglo-America is quite short
· At best a hundred years
· It came out of the concerns of geographers to describe and to explain the individual economies of different places and their connections one to another. 

You can see this in the following quote from a very early German economic geographer, Karl Andree:

I sit at a mahogany table from Honduras. The carpet on which it stands has been manufactured at Kidderminster in England from wool brought by a sailor from the River Plate or New South Wales. The tea in a Berlin porcelain cup came from China or Assam, the coffee from Java, the sugar from Brazil or Cuba. I smoke Puerto Rican tobacco in my pipe whose stem grew in Hungry, the material for its Meerschaum bowl, carved in Thuringia, was dug in Asia Minor, the amber mouth piece came from the Baltic Sea, and the silver for the rim perhaps from the silver mines of Peru ... .

This passage was written in 1867
· But the questions it raises still resonate
· Where are things produced? 
· Under what conditions?  
· How is it that goods produced in one place end up at another?  
· By what means?  
· And who buys them?
I’m not saying that economic geography hasn’t changed in 140 years

· Far from it!
· Only that these questions, I believe, are fundamentally important and interesting in the understanding of how our world operates
· The beginnings of economic geography as a discipline in the late 19th century
· Is connected to colonialism, because European colonial powers believed that knowledge of economic geography buttressed their colonial projects and provided their domestic business class with a potential competitive advantage over rivals
· As we will see later in the course, this type of knowledge is still considered critical for business success
· In fact, most good business people are economic geographers whether they know it or not
As an academic discipline, and not a colonial accounting system

· Economic geography was a great borrower

· Taking ideas from physics, statistics, and economics

· But now, many disciplines borrow from economic geography

· Including sociology, political science, economics, planning, and criminology!

Let me give you an example in the context of my supervisor Trevor Barnes.  
· He grew up in England during the 1960s and early 70s
· In the rural county of Cornwall, and as far as he can remember 
· None of his cooked school lunches had any foreign content at all.  
· Every meal came with mashed potatoes, locally grown
· A vegetable, often mashed turnip or parsnips, also locally grown
· And some form of meat, locally reared and slaughtered.  
Contrast that with my lunch of yesterday
· Tea, a sandwich, and fresh fruit.  
· The tea likely came from S. America or India
· The cheese was imported from the Netherlands (Gouda)
· The sprouts came from California or Mexico
· The flour for the bread probably came from Alberta or Saskatchewan
· And the banana from the Caribbean. 
· As far as I can tell, my lunch was completely foreign made. 

The point is that globalization is changing the most mundane aspects of our daily life
· Such as the origins of our lunch.  
· But to understand that change one must be an economic geographer
· Because economic geographers have the skills 
· To appreciate the importance of the task of tracing out 
· The changing geographical circuits of commodity production and trade
· These are critical to critical phenomena like globalization.  
· Consequently, lunch is no longer lunch
· But a microcosm of a whole series of fundamental economic geographical shifts 
· That have occurred over the last couple of decades.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY
The primary focus of this portion of the lecture
· Is to tell the history of economic geography
· But it is much more complicated
· The difficulty is in knowing from which start to start.  
Do we begin in 
· 1925 when the journal Economic Geography was first published at Clark University?

· 1893 when economic geographical courses first appeared in U.S. university calendars at Cornell and the University of Pennsylvania?

· 1882 when the German geographer Götz distinguished between commercial and economic geography?  
· 1826 when a classic treatise in economic geography, von Thünen's The Isolated State, was first published?  
As with any historical account, there is no definitive answer
· It all depends upon one's perspective.  
· And this is the point that Julian Barnes made in his book: A History of the World in 10½ Chapters, published in 1989.

Barnes’ first chapter in his history, "The stowaway” 
· Retells the Book of Genesis story of Noah and the Ark from the perspective of a woodworm
· And because this was not one of Noah's invited animals it was forced to make its way aboard by stealth.  
In the account of the woodworm

· Noah is seasick and family fights break out

· You think Christmas time is enough close time spent with family

· Imagine a whole year on a boat!!

· It only rained for 40 days and 40 nights

· And as a consequence many (now extinct) animals are eaten.  
· If you ever wondered what happened to the unicorn, now you know.  
None of this emerges in the Book of Genesis, of course.  
· Awkward episodes are glossed over, indiscretions conveniently forgotten.  
· Noah is presented as the paragon of the good, kind, and wise old man, 
· And everything else follows from that attribution.

The point, here, is that history can be told in different ways 
· Which makes history multiple and messy.  
· Often, however, only one story is sanctioned (in this case Noah's)
· And once sanctioned, it is maintained by powerful institutional forces and everyday beliefs and practices 
· In the process, other stories are silenced, messiness is tidied up, and the approved version naturalized, and made to appear inevitable.
· Anyone who has read “peoples’ histories” versions of events is well aware of the way histories are told

· I highly recommend A People's History of the United States, by Howard Zinn.
· Anyway, my history here must be taken with a grain of salt

In charting economic geography, I will examine five periods:

1. Early history – in particular the force of colonialism.

2. Regionalism of pre-war years

3. Theory and the quantitative revolution of 1950s

4. Marxist stucturalism of 1970s and 1980s

5. Post-structuralism/post-modernism of 1990s and beyond
Early Economic Geography, 1889 – 1920

As I mentioned a little earlier, the origins of economic geography are in colonialism
· This is not a pleasant place to have an origin, but we have no control over that

· Basically, the colonial powers wanted to know the economic potential of the territory that they controlled

· Detailed information on soils, climate, mineral wealth, etc.

· With this information, the colonizers could then determine the best economic activity to carry out there

The first book in this field, in English, was published precisely during this period of imperialism.

· George Chisholm’s Handbook of Commercial Geography published in 1889
· There have been 20 editions of this work since, the latest in 1982
· It is just shy of 1000 pages if you care to read
· 1889 is at the heyday of British imperial commerce and this is what the book is all about, centred on the commodity

· Place-specific factors and technology, maps of trade routes and regional specialization

· Chisholm argued that the economic geographer’s job was to establish he links between nature, the environment, and economic activity

Within this time period was a group of people called the environmental determinists

· They believed that the level of economic development was a consequence of factors such as climate

· These factors determined physical and mental efficiency

· Only in temperate climate (i.e. Europe) could people be both physically productive and mentally agile

Curiously, this type of analysis of economic history has re-emerged 
· In the “new economic geography’’ performed by economists.  
· This is history being re-written to accommodate the West’s arrogance

· Anyone who know anything about the history of civilization knows that the birthplace of civilization was NOT Europe or a temperate climate!
For those interested, there is a counter-explanation that physical geography does not matter, per se.  
· What really matters is the institutions that are set up in particular places.  
· There is a strong role for political economy arguments here
· Setting up institutions to hinder economic development
· Hence the importance of institutions in the textbook for this course

Regional Economic Geography (1920-1950), or The Region Strikes Back
After the severe thrashing given to Environmental Determinism
· By the late 1920s a new approach to economic geography was ushered in
· One based on place/region.  
· In part, this move to the region stemmed from a long-standing debate in the economic geographical literature
· But it was also a reflection of a changing wider social context in which European colonialism was less important
· Territorial expansion came to a halt and insularism, a turning inwards, was more important.

The result was a regional perspective 
· It asserted geography as part of economic geography.  
· In this new conception of the discipline, the region became an end in itself, 

· Rather than as in the older commercial geography or environmental determinism as a means to an end 
This regional approach 
· Is readily seen in the various textbooks that were published from the mid-1920s onwards.
· What it involves is characterizing the uniqueness of a region 

· By applying the same typology to different regions.  

· You have a basic classification scheme: commodities produced, physical geography, transportation system and so on

· You apply this typology region by region filling in the boxes as you go.  

· When you have done all the regions 

· You have complete regional description, 

· And you can immediately see the differences by looking at the filled in classificatory grid you have drawn.
Generally speaking, 
· The purpose of economic geographers 
· Became the description of the unique economies of individual regions and places.  
· Each city, region, or country was assumed to be distinctive 
· And so the task of the economic geographer was to capture the singularity of that city's, region's or country's economy.  

· Though an important aspect of any analysis, particularly in a place-specific study, 

· The mindless reporting of the facts must have been a tedious task.  
· It is a wonder that economic geography lasted at all as it probably put a lot of people to sleep.

Spatial Science (1960s - 1970s)

By the late 1950s, and early 1960s there is yet another change
· Economic geographers moved from studying the unique to studying the general.  
· In particular, this involved a switch from description
· To making generalities, finding causality, and discovering geographical laws became the new name of the game.  
· That is, the new game was science.  
Ideas were borrowed from the discipline of physics

· Newton’s Law of Gravity, for example

· The force of gravity (economic interaction) between two objects (places) is given by the size of the two interacting objects (places) divided by the square of the distance that separates them

· So, distance matters, but the effect of distance decreases exponentially

· This was followed by much measurement and statistical testing, using some of the most advanced computers of the time

Interestingly, this quantitative revolution occurred (or was dominated in) particular places

· In the United States: Iowa and Seattle

· In the United Kingdom: Cambridge and Bristol

· And in Sweden: Uppsala

· In each of these places, groups of young, ambitious, competitive, and very able male students gathered and launched what was later called the theoretical and quantitative revolution
· A group of students in the US were mockingly dubbed the space cadets
· They all had background in the military

· Tobler’s Law: Everything is related to everything else but near things are more related than distant things.

Structural Marxists Approach (1975 – 1995)
By the late 1960s and early 1970s, it was clear that science couldn’t do everything

· There was an environmental crisis, urban riots, and war

· For an excellent account of what went on in these and other countries during that time, see Noam Chomsky’s writings
· Because of all this turmoil, economic geographers, and many others, looked elsewhere for answers to understand the ways of the world

· A number of scholars turned to Marx
In terms of economic geography

· An understanding of the structure of society is important to understanding economic geographical events

· This is because geography is a consequence of underlying social structures and relationships

· The primary spatial component here was that class antagonism varied from place to place

· Places with a long history of industrialization had deeply entrenched antagonism

· In other places (newly industrialized countries such as Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, and South Korea) had much less class conflict

· This perspective was then applied to help understand the geography of deindustrialization

· Industrial heartlands like Hamilton, Pittsburgh, and Sheffield have been decimated, while other economies have flourished

Generally speaking, places have to be set within a wider socio-economic structure, 
· But geography and the socio-economic are a symbiotic system.  
· Geography makes a place what it is.  
· That then determines the type of economic activity that goes on in that place.  
· But any investment in that place alters the geography 
· And the attractiveness of future investment.  
· There is no cause and effect here, they are mutually determined.

Post-Structuralism and the cultural turn (1995 – 2010)
Poststructuralism and the affiliated cultural turn 
· Is a movement that began in philosophy and literary studies in the 1960s, 
· And it is winding its way through the social sciences, entering economic geography some time in the 1990s.  
· As a movement it is a reaction against 
· Both the strong causal relationships posited in structural Marxism
· Marx was not a Marxist!

This is where the socio-economic is all determining
· And the narrowness of the relationships examined, 
· That is, the emphasis primarily on class.  
· Post-structuralists instead argue that relationships are often very complicated, 
· Not always easy to see any strong causality; 
· There is more to life than just social class, 
· Cultural meaning is just as important 
So what we get in this approach 
· Is an attempt both to be less all-determining, 
· And to allow the cultural dimension into the explanation, but not become the explanation...that would defeat the whole point of post-structuralism.  

By way of an exemplar here let me talk about just one work: 
· J.K. Gibson-Graham’s The End of Capitalism (as we knew it) (1996).  
· They are actually two different authors, Julie Graham and Kathy Gibson, 
· But in post-structural fashion against dualities, they have merged their identities into one person.

· Formerly structural Marxists, they jumped methodological ship in the 1990s 

· They now are a part of post-structuralism and the cultural turn.  
· First, they are keen to emphasize the multiplicity of relationships.  
· Here they talk about over-determination; 
· This is the idea that everything causes everything else.  
· There is no single cause, just a cascade of mutually determining relations.  
· This is not so different from Marx, himself.  
· So if we want to understand the entity called the economy 
· We must see it as the product of vast number of other relations, 
· Many of which are non-capitalist, non-economic.  
· Furthermore, those non-capitalist, non-economic often are about issues of culture.

Take for example 
· The economic orgy which we will got out of recently – Christmas.  
· Just a quick note, I heard on the news last night that the average parent spends $1000 on each child preparing for back to school.  
· So if you are below the average be sure to let your parents know!  
· Certainly, Christmas was an economic boom to producers and shop keepers 
· As consumers shopped until they dropped.  
· But we also know that Christmas is not just an economic entity; 
· It involves so many other aspects of our lives 
· Which have to do with cultural meaning such as the Church, 
· Or carrying out culturally-specific rituals like trimming the tree, decorating the house, consuming culturally specific products like roast turkey, eggnog, or mince tarts.  
It is really hard to say what is causing what here
· Does the economy create the cultural rituals which produce consumption
· Or do the cultural rituals produce the consumption that produces the economy.  
· It seems to me that they are closely interwoven, 
· One with another such that it is difficult to separate them.  
· And this is Gibson-Graham’s point.  
· There is always mutual interaction, not simple causality.  
· Likewise, a big part of that mutual interaction involves culture in one way or another.  
· It is utterly entangled, and can’t be separated.  
· Culture enters into the very pores of the economic.  
· And again, this is their point as they show with example after example.  
· You never deal only with the economy, only with class, but always with culturally tainted entities.
· This is why the nature of apparently similar economies can be quite different
AN INSTITUTIONAL APPROACH TO ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY
What do I mean by “institutions”?
· Though institutions may be thought of as formal and informal, examples to follow
· You can think of them as prevalent habits of thought

· And because of these habits, we are constrained in our behavior

· You can think of these constraints as habits, conventions, rules, laws, cultures, or social movements

· So, to quote your textbook: institutions bind groups of people together

This clearly ties back to my statements regarding the cultural turn in economic geography

· Local conditions matter for understanding why something is going on in this place

· Our cultures, our upbringing, our laws, the conventions of behavior where we live/work/play all impact how we behave

· In the aggregate, this impacts our economy

· Though the fundamental processes of capitalism are the same everywhere

· Extraction of surplus labour, “exploitation” of labour, drive for profits…

· How capitalism appears from place to place varies

· And this leads into issues, at times, with how different places interact economically

For those of you that have a sociological background
· When these institutions break down, as often happens with social change

· Think of China’s gradual movement to a market economy

· The collapse of the Soviet Union and the transition from a command to market economy

· Or even more “mundane” transitions such as the CUFTA, NAFTA, or EU

· Society moves into a state of anomie (Emile Durkheim) if the change is abrupt

· And this tends to result in deviance or various sorts

· Institutions are changing all the time, so if social change isn’t too quick anomie does not develop

· But if it does we can move in to a state of normlessness

· So in a sense, institutions are what hold society together

Markets are a very particular type of institutions

· And it is important to recognize that markets are not specific to capitalism

· There were feudal markets and ancient markets

· Also note that markets operate differently in different places

The fundamental process of the market is the same everywhere

· Vendors sell their wares at a higher cost than what they paid for them

· But how a markets performs this task can be quite different

· Anyone from a place where bartering is commonplace?

· Not so common here, but even within Canada it varies

· You can barter for a car at a dealership, new or used

· You can barter at a swap meet

· Try to barter at a convenience store over a chocolate bar!

Textbook definitions

Centrifugal – moving outward from the centre (global)
Centripetal​ – moving toward the centre (local)

Technology is incredibly important for understanding how markets operate
· Of course we can talk about the importance of technology on different forms of markets (eBay, Craig’s List, etc.)

· But also technology from a larger perspective

· Is there electricity generation?  This is still important today depending on where you are in the world

· Whether a society operates under mass production, flexible production, or craftsman style production

· Has huge implications for how markets are set up

It is important at this stage for me to clarify the use of some geographical terminology
· When I (and the textbook) use the term place, I am referring to specific locations and the characteristics of that location

· When I use the term space, I am referring to cartographic attributes such as distance and direction

· But also to the ways in which places interact…they interact through space

The use of these two terms often gets blurred because they are obviously related

· Place, or local, conditions must constantly interact with other places, through space

· This interaction may be as confined as two places within the lower mainland interacting

· Or truly global interactions on the other side of the planet

The last items I want to talk about today are value chains and value cycles

A value chain is a method of describing how a product gets to the consumer

· Almost all products we consume are part of a value chain

· Think of a piece of wooden furniture

· In the forest, the trees have some value

· Once a tree is cut down is will have more value (value added) because labour has been expended to make it more “usable” to us

· The tree must then be brought to a manufacturer, this also adds value because the manufacturer does not have to bring to tree to his/her factory

· The manufacturer makes the piece of furniture (more value)

· It is transported to a retail outlet (more value)

· There may also be a wholesaler involved

· And then the retailer must provide an outlet for consumers (more value)

· It is a chain because all of these activities are connected

· This is also why it is cheaper to buy direct from the factory

· Value chains are clearly spatial! Discuss on a global scale

Value cycles is a term used by your textbook to add in developmental implications by considering environmental impacts

· How are the environmental costs and benefits distributed throughout the value chain?
· What are the relationships between economic development and environmental impacts?

· Are there any implications for policy?

· As we will see, adding more value in the chain is good for the development of an economy

· And the development of an economy tends to be good for the well-being of its citizens

· But these may come at an environmental cost

· More on this as we move through the course
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