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The Future of Wikis
Description:


In the year 2059, WikiEverything.org continues to provide its users with all the information one will ever need on the Internet, including encyclopaedia articles, news feeds, how-to guides, and full-text online books.  WikiEverything employs experts of any given field to maintain certain Wikis contained in the encyclopaedia section of the website.  Only registered users have the ability to alter the contents of a Wiki and can create their own Wikis as well.  WikiEverything also uses a revolutionary algorithm that finds web pages on the Internet that are related to the Wiki, and then provides a link to that web page on the Wiki.  WikiEverything has become the number one source of information on the Internet, and people such as students use it for academic purposes, or everyday people use it to look up simple facts or to get the current news.
Development:


On April 27, 2026, the already popular Wikipedia began to employ experts, such as scientists, mathematicians, professors, etc., to maintain Wikis that were in their field of expertise.  These people were responsible for approving or disapproving any changes that people made to the Wikis under their watch, which meant that any change to a Wiki had to be approved before it was made visible.  Any user that made changes that were obscene, sarcastic, rude, or included any other offensive material had their accounts reported to the Wikipedia regulation panel, where then the nature of the problem was assessed and a punishment was carried out as necessary.  In most cases, users had their accounts and their IP addresses permanently banned for making changes such as deleting entire blocks of words, adding expletives, etc. so that these users will not have to be dealt with again.

Ever since the creation of Wikipedia in 2001 (“History of wikis”, 2009), many people questioned the credibility of its articles since it could be freely edited, which meant users could intentionally edit an article to provide false information.  Some educational institutions even went as far as banning it from being cited in a student’s work.  But soon after Wikipedia began employing experts to maintain Wikis, society as a whole began to trust Wikipedia as a reliable source of information since all changes made to its articles had to be approved.

Wikipedia soon changed its name to WikiEverything, after it provided more services than just a free online encyclopaedia.  Some of these services include: news feeds, how-to guides, full-text online books, message boards, and an image database which were all entirely free.  On September 4, 2049, WikiEverything perfected a new algorithm that continuously searched the Internet for web pages that related to a particular article, and then provided a link to that web page on the Wiki article.  This innovative algorithm would search the contents of a web page and try to match particular phrases and keywords with the contents of a Wiki article on WikiEverything, if the two are related, then the algorithm would add a link to the “Related Information” section of the Wiki.  

This algorithm provided users with even more information by including links to web pages of the same topic as the Wiki article.  This would also have been more suitable for people who were still sceptical about the information that was offered by Wikis, as they now have an alternative to just Wiki articles, but at the same time use a Wiki to retrieve this information.  Another impact this algorithm would have is that if one wanted more information about a particular topic, they would not have to use a search engine like Google to search for this information, they can simply click on the Related Information tab on the Wiki and a nice list of links would be presented to them.
Rationale:

Wikis have come a long way from first being designed to simplify the exchange of ideas between computer programmers, by allowing its pages to be editable by its users (“WikiWikiWeb”, 2009).  Now that Wikis have become available to the general public, people are coming to expect more from Wikis, including reliability and searchability.  Users expect that the information that they read on a Wiki is the truth and that they can trust it.  Much of technology is about making things more convenient for the users, and it would be much more convenient for a Wiki article to provide links to other articles on the same topic from different web pages.

 Since people expect that a Wiki should be reliable, one must think that a Wiki website such as Wikipedia would put a system in place that ensures the credibility of its articles.  Having a team of experts handling certain Wikis is certainly viable and they do not necessarily have to have to be supported financially either.  Take for instance, a certain article about fossils.  It would not be entirely impractical for hundreds of palaeontologists around the world to maintain this Wiki, in their free time, and approve or disapprove any changes made to it.  Is it not a goal of an expert or scientist to educate others with this information, and what better way to do this than to ensure that an online article is accurate?  Searching the Internet for information is difficult because you do not always get what you are looking for.  As computers continue to evolve and become faster and smarter, so too will the software that they run on.   This means that better searching algorithms will be implemented, so that one will get exactly what they are looking for.

In terms of how I imagined the future of this technology, I thought about the ever expanding Wikipedia, and how with more articles, there is a higher chance of people tampering with the accuracy of these articles.  Also, with more information becoming available on the Internet, better searching algorithms would be used to put this information together.  WikiEverything is based on the idea that people want things done better, faster, and easier.  It also does not hurt to include more features as well. 
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