LECTURE 9: THE MEANING OF CRIME: SOCIAL CONFLICT PERSPECTIVE
FUNDAMENTAL ASSUMPTIONS

Conflict between groups in society
· Political and economic power
Social class differences maintained
Powerful groups create laws to protect interests
Crime result of conflict between haves and have nots
EARLY INFLUENCES OF CONFLICT THEORY
RADICAL CRIMINOLOGY

Causes of crime rooted in social conditions
· Empower upper classes and disenfranchise lower class
· Bourgeoisie (haves) vs. proletariat (have-nots)
· Capitalism

BASICS OF MARXIST THOUGHT

“capitalism is an exploitative and alienating social order in which inequality is institutionalized by an elite ruling class”
“state serves the interests of the ruling class
The laws are a “mystifying” force, masking the exploitative nature of capitalism 
GEORGE VOLD
Power struggles occur between different competing groups
Habits of groups with less power become targets of criminalization
Minorities often have less power therefore their behaviour are often criminalized
AUSTIN TURK

Assignment of criminal status has more to do with relationship to authority than actual behaviour (labeling)
Authority-subject relationship determines who is criminal
· Less sophisticated  subjects more likely to conflict with authorities
Law is fashioned to benefit those in power and subtly control others
CONTEMPORARY RADICAL CRIMINOLOGY
Chambliss

· Varied life conditions, which affect one’s values and norms, lead to conflict.
· Norms and values of politically and economically and economically powerful groups reflected in law.
Quinney

· 6 Marxist propositions
· Capitalist ruling class use law (and cjs) to maintain existing order, only solution is socialism.
· Crime is inevitable in capitalist societies because crime is a  response to the material conditions of life.

MARXISM

Structural

· Law and criminal justice system perpetuate existing power relationships
Instrumental

· Law and criminal justice system tools of powerful to control poor
CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY

Challenge traditional understanding
Uncovers false beliefs
Critiques relationships
Reactive critique of ruling class domination
CRITIQUE OF RADICAL/CRITICAL CRIMINOLOGY

Simplistic

Doesn’t see crime as undersirable
Confuses personal  politics with social reality
Doesn’t address social inequality
· Race, class, gender
Lacks empirical support
LEFT REALISM

Practical assessment of crime & related problems
Crime control possible without repressing lower classes
Four elements of left realism:

1. Empirical investigations
2. Recognize independence & objectivity of criminal activity
3. Social justice
4. Realistic social policies
EARLY THEORIES – FEMALE CRIMINALITY

Conservative –  biological differences
· Lombroso, W.I. Thomas, Pollak
· Female criminality equated with mental illness
Simon and Adler (1975)

· Women become more criminal as achieve equality
FEMINIST THEORY

Critique of traditional male-focused approaches to criminology
Goal – to develop gender sensitive interpretations of deviance & female criminality
Law as an instrument of patriarchy, working to define women’s roles in all social spheres
Role of gender relations and how contradictions/conflicts regarding gender are reproduced in legal system
FOUNDATIONS OF FEMINISM

Daly and Chesney-Lind (1988)

Gender and gender relations:
1. Social, historical & cultural product
2. Social life and social institutions
3. Constructs of masculinity & femininity asymmetrical
4. Knowledge production gendered
5. Women at centre of intellectual inquiry
PATRIARCHY

Refers to male dominance
Involves set of power relationships in which males control sexuality of women and expropriate their labour power 

Males are seen as aggressive and females are seen as passive 

PATERNALISM

Notion that women have to be protected by men, because they’re incapable of protecting themselves.
Gender differences (roles) promoted through socialization
CHIVALRY

“Old fashioned” notion that men should do things for women
Chivalry emphasizes the helplessness of females and their dependence upon males… don’t do it!!
SEXISM

Promotes gender inequality
Presumes that women should be treated differently than men
Seen in propensity to criminalize for gender-related “deviance” or crime
THE MANY FACES OF FEMINISM
RADICAL FEMINISM

Men control women through sexuality
Division of sexes problematic
Celebrates women’s differences
Personal is political - revolutionary
LIBERAL FEMINISM

Need to remove divisions of power & labour
Change system from within
Redistribution of power
Critiqued as assimilationist
SOCIALIST FEMINISM
Capitalism perpetuates gender oppression
Addresses gender blind - Marxism
Women’s offences reflect their structural position (feminization of poverty)
Address why and how women are alienated
CRITIQUE OF FEMINIST THEORIES

Singular focus
Predicted increases in female crime rates haven’t occurred 

If men have more power why do they continue to be arrested at much higher rates than women?
HAGAN’S POWER CONTROL THEORY

Society’s power relationships
· Reflected in family
Combines social class & gender
Linked variations in parental control to delinquent behaviour of boys and girls 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

Bring about social change and redistribute the wealth in society and crime rates will fall by:
1. Dismantle existing capitalist states and replace with a socialist economic structure
2. Promote gradual transition to socialism and socialized forms of government activity
3. Other options including reduction of paternalism and practical recognition of the consequences of crime to victims
4. Practical application of the principle of the principles of conflict resolution 
