**DON’T FORGET YOUR iCLICKER**

Lecture 2: Now that you’re taking it - what is criminology?
What is criminology?

Depending on the scholar, criminology has been defined as

· The causes of crime
· Crime, criminals, criminal behavior and crime victims
· Lawmaking, lawbreaking, and reactions toward lawbreaking
· The prevention and control of crime
· The treatment of offenders
· The structure and functioning of the CJS
Our definition of Criminology

An interdisciplinary profession built around the scientific study of crime and criminal behavior, including their form, causes, legal aspects and control
What is a criminologist?

Objectives of Criminology and criminologists

To develop body of general and verified principles/theories regarding processes of law, crime (and crime prevention), and treatment
Primary focus on causes of crime and criminality (whether these are social, economic, biological, or psychological)
Components of the discipline of criminology

Six main areas:

· Defining crime and criminals
· Origins and role of law
· Causes of crime
· Patterns of criminal behavior
· Societal and criminal justice reactions to crime
· Prevention of crime and control or treatment of offenders
Why do we need to study crime

Crime affects everyone.
To better understand our social lives
· Includes understanding criminal behaviors (including motivation) & society’s responses to these behaviors
By understanding crime we are better able to prevent it
What is crime?

Human conduct in violation of the criminal laws of a jurisdiction that has the power to make such laws, and for which there is some form of authorized sanction.
Crime as a legal construct
According to sociologists…
Most crimes can be regarded as deviant forms of behavior – behaviors that are in some way abnormal
Fine line between abnormality, deviance and crime
Crime as a violation of social norms (but always changing)
What is deviance?

Deviance is human activity that that violates social norms or is statistically different from the average
Crime/deviance continuum

Determine where something fits on the continuum based on:

· Severity of societal response
· Perception of social harm
· Agreements about the norm
Illegal but not deviant: jaywalking, downloading music

Deviant but not illegal: dressing as a clown to class
The fascination with crime

Crime is popular topic for for newspapers, TV shows, books and movies
Crime-related stories are often dramatic and shocking
Media focus primarily on violent crimes
There is little relationship between crime news and actual amount of crime
Felson’s 10 crime fallacies

1. Dramatic Fallacy
2. Cops-and-Courts Fallacy
3. “Not Me” Fallacy
4. Innocent Youth Fallacy
5. Ingenuity Fallacy
6. Organized Crime Fallacy
7. Juvenile Gang Fallacy
8. Welfare-State Fallacy
9. Agenda Fallacy
10. Whatever-You-Think Fallacy
Three main forms of law
Civil law

· Regulates arrangements between individuals
Criminal law

· Regulates actions that go against state interests
Administrative law

· Regulates daily business activities
Criminal Law
Defines various crimes
Specifies various penalties
Addresses criminal responsibility
Provides defenses to criminal charges
Types of criminal offences

Indictable offences - most serious of offences
Summary offences - least serious offences (max 6 months imprisonment)
Hybrid offences - Crown determines how to proceed
Sources of Criminal Law
Federal legislation – codified in the Criminal Code, as well as the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, Youth Criminal Justice Act and several other peripheral Acts
· Significantly different that situation in US
Quasi-criminal law - regulatory offences (i.e., driving offences)
Common law – judge-made law that covers areas not addressed in legislation
The Charter of Rights and Freedoms (1982)

Emphasizes individual rights
· Attempts to ensure state does not abuse its power or its citizens
· Gives judges the power to invalidate criminal law that unjustifiable
Limits to legalistic approach to crime

Misses social, moral and individual significance of immoral behavior
Fails to consider the role of power in the criminalization of behavior and the creation, interpretation and enforcement of law
Formalized laws are fairly recent development and likely to continue to change over time
Why we need to view crime as a social construction (primacy of sociology)
Theoretical Criminology

Focuses on explaining criminal and deviant behavior
A theory takes a set of concepts, describes how they're related to each other, and attempts to explain (predict) how, when, where and why certain events will occur
Each theory varies not only in what they explain but also in how they explain it
Types of theory

General theory – explain all (or at least most) forms of crime/deviance through a single, overarching approach
Integrated theory – attempts to merge concepts for different sources to explain crime
Must consist of sets of clearly stated, logically interrelated and measurable propositions
Theoretical Perspectives in Criminology

There are 3 generally accepted perspectives within criminology:
-the Consensus Perspective

-the Pluralistic perspective

-the social conflict perspective
Differ on what constitutes so perspective adopted will influence understanding of crime/deviance.
Consensus approach

Core values exist within society
Law:

· Reflects the collective will of the people
· Serves all people equally
Those who violate the law represent a unique subgroup of the population
Pluralist Approach

Many diverse social groups exist within society
Each group has own set of values, beliefs and interests
General agreement that law is useful tool for settling disputes
Legal system is value neutral and ultimately concerned with best interests of society
Conflict Approach

Society comprised of diverse groups in conflict over right and wrong
Conflict between groups is unavoidable and centers on the exercise of political power
Law is a tool of power; locus of group conflict
The powerful strive to keep their power
