**DON’T FORGET YOUR iCLICKER**

Lecture 3: Now that you’re taking it - what is criminology? cont’d; Crime statistics and patterns
The Science of Criminology

Contemporary criminology is increasingly scientific – amendable to objective scrutiny and systematic testing.
Research is the use of standardized, systematic procedures to increase knowledge 
· Applied research

· Primary research

· Pure research

· Secondary research

The Science of Criminology, cont’d

Goal of research is the construction/testing of theories or models that allow for a better understanding of criminal/deviant behavior.
Consists of three stages:

1. Problem Identification

2. Research Design

3. Techniques of Data Collection

1.Problem Identification
Must first pinpoint what will be studied.
While some research is purely descriptive, other research entails a testable hypothesis that is translated into measurable variables.
2.Research Design

Research road map.
· Must consider rival plausible explanations (confounding effects)
Can control for RPEs with the following: (criminals are like us, ice cream and crime rates)
· Controlled experiments (Minneapolis Domestic Violence Experiment)
· Quasi-Experiments (Connecticut Speed Crackdown)
3.Techniques of Data Collection

Must decide on the type of data to be collected and the techniques of data gathering to be employed.
· Must permit researcher to produce useable information.
5 major data-gathering strategies:
1. Surveys

2. Case Studies

3. Participant Observation

4. Self-Reporting

5. Secondary Analysis

Quantitative Research
Objective, concise & narrow
Hypothesize, look for cause & effect relationships
Produce measurable results that can be analyzed statistically.
Strives to generalize to larger populations
Theory guides research (deductive approach)
Qualitative Research

Subjective, complex and broad/difficult to quantify.
Interactive so provide insight into the human experience.
Rarely strives to generalize to larger populations.
Theory emerges from research (inductive approach)
Ethics

Ethical issues to consider:

· Informed consent
· Risk of harm to the participant/researcher

· Anonymity/confidentiality

· Conflict of interest

Ie. Tuskegee Syphilis Study and Stanford Prison Experiment

The theme of Schmalleger and Volk’s Canadian Criminology Today

Dueling Perspectives

Social Problems

        vs. 

       Social Responsibility

-crime is a manifestation of social problems

      -crime is an individual responsibility
Each of the above contribute to the criminal event.
Social Problems Perspective

Crime is the manifestation of underlying social problems beyond the control of indiviuals
· Include poverty, discrimination, poor education, family violence, breakdown of social institutions, improper socialization
· Symptom of dysfunctional society
Must treat crime much like a public health concern.
Addressing social problems will reduce crime.
Social Responsibility Perspective
Lays the cause of crime squarely at the feet of individual perpetrators.
Individuals choose to engage in crime – thus responsible for their own behavior.
· Impulsive, risk-takers
· Funding social programs will not work because always number of crime prone individuals
· Must learn to “follow rules” through deterrence, increased surveillance and police presence, firm punishment, individualized rehabilitation.
Crime is a social event/construction

Criminal activity is diversely created and variously interpreted by:
· Offender

· Victim

· Society

· Criminal justice system

Each of the above contribute to the criminal event.

Best’s “The Worst Social Statistic Ever: Introduction”

Innumeracy

Many people are more than willing to admit to their innumeracy.
Innumeracy, and the distorted perception of risk it causes, is one of the biggest obstacles to developing effective plicies in the criminal justice system.
When looking at statistics consider

Important to determine the who, what, when, where, why and how of the statistic?
Crime Statistics

History of Crime Statistics

Guerry and Quetelet published first statistical analysis of crime
· Led to development of statistical school of criminology
Goal to uncover correlations between crime rates & other types of demographic data
How stats are useful

Describe nature and extent of crime
· Allows use to develop/evaluate crime-prevention policies
Provide empirical data to support theory development
Provide picture of risk (ie. Of victimization)
Sources of Crime Stats

· Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR)
· Victimization Surveys (VS)
· Self report studies (SRS)
· Court data
· Prison data
Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR)

Standardized system of calssifying and counting crime in police data
6 major categories:

· Violent offences

· Property offences

· Other CC offences

· Federal statutes

· Provincial statues

· Municipal bylaw violations
Revised UCR Survey (UCR2)

Implemented significant changes to original UCR survey including move towards incident based collection rather than summary/aggregate collection.
UCR2 collects data on:

· Victims

· Accused

· Circumstances of incident

· Offences cleared by charge

· Offences cleared otherwise

The term “cleared by charge” means an offender was arrested and charged or police have enough evidence to charge but the offender doesn’t have to be arrested.

Murder produces the most reliable official data.

Sexual assault produces the least reliable official data.

Limitations of UCR data

Failure of victims and witnesses to report crime.
Law enforcement practices and record keeping (ie. Lax vs. stringent guidelines, discretion)

Methodological issues

· Changing definitions

· ‘seriousness rule’

· Counting methods

Victimization Surveys

General Social Survey (GSS)

· Interviews with members of randomly selected households
· Ask about nature and frequency of victimization experienced over a specific period of time
· Identifies 8 types of criminal victimization
· Sexual assault, robbery, assault, break & enter motor vehicle theft, theft of personal & household property & vandalism

A useful supplement to other crime statistics.
· Capture both (un-) reported crime – yield substantially higher estimates of crime
Victimization Surveys

Less than 

Reasons for not reporting to police:

· Too minor or

· Did not think police

· Reporting would be

· Reported to 

· Considered a 

· Wanted to 

· Feared

Limitations of Victimization Surveys

Actual crime is inflated
· People do not always tell truth (minimize/exaggerate, reliance on memory)
· No way to verify information provided
Cannot measure some crimes (homicide)
· Doesn’t capture “victimless” crimes
Expensive – require large samples to capture criminal events that might be quite rare
Self-report Studies

Survey/interview people about their own criminal or delinquent behavior
Gauge magnitude of dark figure of crime.

Provide picture of offender
Most studies have used youth
Limitations of Self-Report Surveys

Inaccuracy of information
Lack of standardized collection methods
Truthfulness of  responses to questions
· May either fail to disclose or exaggerate; reliance on memory
The Mismeasure of Crime

Number of issues associated with survey methodology encourage caution when interpreting results.
· Sampling and response rates, format and wording and interviewer effects
These issues impact reliability and validity
Goal is to generalize results to larger population
Social Dimensions of Crime

Aspects of crime and victimization as they relate to socially significant atributes
Reveals relationships/correlations between measurable variables and crime
Correlation is an association between 2 measurable variables
· Establishes relation NOT causation.
Social Dimensions of Crime
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Age and Crime

Young people consistently shown to commit more crime than older people. 
True of most types of crime.
· Exceptions:

· Political crime

· Some corporate crime

Also more likely to be victimized
Gender and Crime

Men are much more likely to commit crimes than women
Varies by offence
· Men most likely to commit violent and serious property offences 

· Rates are closest for minor property offences (shoplifting, bad cheques and prostitution related offences.)
Also more likely to be victimized.
Ethnicity and Crime

Statistics tend to focus on aboriginal people
Usually collected by correctional institutions
Aboriginals over-represented in criminal justice system
· 3.1% of population in 2006, but 18% of federal prison admissions
· Generally younger, more prior contacts CJS
· Result of  discriminatory treatment, socioeconomic realities, alcohol and substance abuse
Also more likely to be victimized.
Social Class and Crime

Before 1960 – agreement correlation exists
After 1960 – much disagreement on relationship
Official statistics support negative relationship for most serious offences, most persistent offenders & most disadvantaged
· May be higher rates of corporate & political crime at very top of class system, but lack data.
Social Dimensions of Crime
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