1. THE DRAMATIC FALLACY
The first common misperception people have is called the dramatic fallacy

-To keep their ratings high, the media seek strange or violent incidents to report or to create dramas around…it becomes like a story

-Murder makes up less than 1% of all crime, yet from watching TV or reading the papers, we might assume that it is a commonplace event

-Seems that most murders are well-planned, grisly affairs—either that, or they happen solely by random chance, when, in fact, most murders start as arguments that escalate into violence 

Most crimes are relatively minor property crimes, just like most people who take drugs are casual users who stick to marijuana 
2. THE COPS-AND-COURTS FALLACY
The second fallacy is known as the cops and courts fallacy

Police work is made to look more dangerous and challenging than it actually is

-The fact is that most police officers are never shot at and never shoot at anybody

A friend of mine who was a police sergeant in Seattle always said that the most stressful calls were domestics

-Why?  Because there is often alcohol involved…usually the emotions are running high…people are irrational and unpredictable

Another interesting fact is that one of the riskiest parts of pulling a person over is getting hit by another car that is driving by 

Increased policing has been found to be of limited value

-Most crimes are not reported, and most of the crimes that are reported are not solved by the police

So despite what you hear, increasing numbers of police has never been shown to reduce crime rather more people get arrested for very minor crimes

There are also very few trials like those seen on Law & Order—most cases are plea-bargained long before they ever reach the trial stage


-Most trials are extremely boring and have few dramatic moments
3. THE “NOT-ME” FALLACY
Most people think that they could never (or would never) commit a crime  

-However, many people have shoplifted something small from a store, smoked marijuana, driving after drinking too much, or gone joy-riding in a car that they didn’t have the owner’s permission to be in 

As Felson says, "most people violate at least some laws sometimes", even though they may not get caught and/or end up with a criminal record

Further, if the situational dynamics are right, there is no question that supposedly normal, everyday people are perfectly capable of committing horrible acts

4. THE INNOCENT YOUTH FALLACY
Many of us tend to view younger people as being "pure" or "innocent"  

Felson points out that in reality, the teen years are the most active years for criminal activity; the majority of crimes are committed by younger offender

-Other criminologists have gone so far as to say that it is actually normal to be somewhat delinquent for at least a little while during the teen years

Further, most experts agree that people who don’t go through any sort of semi/minor delinquency phase tend to be less socialized, less popular, and inexperienced with members of the opposite sex 

So breaking the law is a very common activity for young people


-In addition, younger offenders tend to commit more crimes than older offenders 
and are also more dangerous than older offenders

5. THE INGENUITY FALLACY
The next fallacy refers to the tendency to think that criminals are more clever than they really are

-In reality, most crimes involves little to no planning; lightweight, high value items have made crime even more simple

-Usually crimes involve an offender who notices that there is an opportunity to make some easy money…usually by stealing property that is portable and unattended 

While there are clearly some criminal masterminds out there, they are extremely rare in the general criminal population as a whole

In many cases, the ingenuity fallacy takes place out of the embarrassment experienced on the part of a victim at having been victimized

-In other words, it makes us feel better if we can say that our home was burglarized by a professional thief rather than just admitting that we forgot lock the patio door by mistake

6. THE ORGANIZED CRIME FALLACY. 
This is the tendency to view crime as more organized and conspiratorial than it really is 

-We know that most criminals act quickly, avoid contact with co-offenders, and don't do a lot of work or planning 

Again, public perception may be influenced by what we see portrayed in the media

-Organized, conspiratorial crime makes for much more interesting drama than a single teenager breaking into a house on an impulse and stealing a CD player or a heroin junky shoplifting cheese to sell for their next fix

This also makes it easier to punish all offenders more harshly

-If we acknowledged that most offenders are marginalized and desperate, it would be difficult to lock them up for extended periods of time

Also, dealing with "organized" criminals makes what the law enforcements officials are doing seem more important and sophisticated than it really is
Now this isn’t too say that organized crime doesn’t exist, just that overall it makes up a small portion of all the crime committed by people

7. THE JUVENILE GANG FALLACY
Juvenile gangs are nowhere near as sinister as the media and the law enforcement officials make them out to be 

-They are loosely structured, with lots of so-called “members” just hanging out on the periphery…many members are wannabes who really don’t engage in serious crime at all

-Most of the crime that such "gangs" engage in is "petty" and disorganized; the crimes also tend to be risky and impulsive

8. The Welfare-State Fallacy. 

This fallacy suggests that it is wrong to blame crime on unemployment and poverty

Felson says there is no evidence to show that government hand-outs or government programs do anything to decrease crime 

-Even when the economy improves, or even when government hand-outs increase, statistics show that the crime goes up too 

-In many cases, the countries that have higher rates of people receiving welfare also have higher rates of crime

This fallacy needs to be interpreted with care, as it could easily be used to say that there is no point in helping out those who are in poverty and are marginalized

A better way to put it is to say that we shouldn’t expect drastic decreases in crime merely because we decide we will increase welfare…crime rates don’t respond quickly or in uniform ways

Beyond that, our motivation to help people who are poor shouldn’t be based on a desire to increase the crime rate

**So, why would crime rates rise in times when the economy is very strong; e.g. in the decades after WWII the economy boomed, but crime rates also increased…WHY?

Well, one reason for this is because of technology…after WWII consumer appliances and electronics kept getting smaller and more portable and more expensive…
In addition, law enforcement has become more efficient and effective (policing hotspots)…CCTV has also probably had some kind of impact

So some of this fallacy is based on a survey of victimization rates by country…the results are up on the screen and you should find them somewhat surprising

9. THE AGENDA FALLACY
Many individuals and groups blame crime on declining morality, and say that a healthy dose of moral and religious values is all that criminals and our society really need 

However, as Felson points out, most of the criminals already know right from wrong—they know what is defined by society as moral and immoral—and simply choose to ignore this, especially when they’re not being observed 

-This is accurate, kids going to religious schools are just as likely to cheat and lie as kids in public schools

-Further, very religious regions of the US have high crime rates and the US has more homicides than Europe despite higher levels of religiosity in the US

Felson goes onto say that the issue of crime has become a political football that politicians and interest groups use to justify forcing their agenda on others

-For example, if you support increasing social programs as a part of left wing, socialist agenda you should link crime to poverty

-Or if you dislike pornography, claim that it leads to rape

-Or if rap music bothers you, claim that it leads to antisocial and violent behavior

-Or if you’re a poor parent and let your child play video games and watch TV all day and then your child kills a bunch of people, blame the video games and TV shows so you don’t have to take responsibility for being a poor parent 

10. THE WHATEVER YOU THINK FALLACY

On the other hand, it is also wrong to think that all crime is "subjective—that it is only regarded as crime because of someone’s agenda, labeling, media attention or the influence of interest groups 

-Many laws are actually quite similar across different countries and different social systems:  murder, rape, pedophilia, assault, robbery, theft, and tax evasion are on the books in almost all countries…these are universal crimes 

According to Felson, some criminologists and sociologists side-step their responsibility to help solve the crime problem by dwelling on how criminal behavior is labeled by society and how this affects future criminal behavior

While this is important to consider in some crimes (esp. victimless ones) it is always necessary to consider the problems that result from the behavior we are attempting to address

