Lecture 5 Victimology, cont’d; Classical School
Roach’s (late-90s) Model

Victims’ Rights Model:

· Punitive: resembles crime control model
· Increase laws and prosecutions, role in court process and services/support
· Non-punitive: concerned with prevention of crime and restorative justice
· Crime as community responsibility
Current Directions

Victim Compensation Programs
· In place in all provs/terr by1988 for victims of violent crime
Canadian Statement of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime (1988):

In BC:

· Victims of Crime Act of 1996; Crime Victim Assistance Program (2002) and Crime Victim Assistance Act 2001
All set out to empower victims, ensure right to participate in CJS and be notified when released.
The offender is directly involved in Restitution programs.

Current Services

Police-based:

· At outset of contact with CJS
· Include info re. investigation, assistance when applying for compensation etc.
Crown/Court-based:

· Assist victims through the trial process.
· Include info re. court process, victim impact statements etc.
Corrections:

· Assist victim after offender is convicted and sentenced.
· Include info re. parole dates, release notification etc.
Victim Restitution

Punishment through imposed responsibility; the payment of compensation to the victim
At one time request for restitution was victims responsibility
Now judge (at request of Crown) can order it as stand alone sentence or part of another
Victim surcharge to fund programs and services to assist victims.
Future Directions

Still concern that CJS not meeting victim needs
· No means of ensuring compliance with victims’ bills of rights and legal representation for victims not provided
Most critics argue can only meet victims needs if shift from adversarial system toward a restorative victim centered approach
From Demons to Rational Thinkers: Spiritualistic and Classical Approaches
Major Principles of the Classical School

Human beings are rational and behavior is result of free will and rational choice
Hedonism (weigh pleasure and pain)
Punishment required to deter both offenders would-be offenders
Principles of right and wrong exist
Principles of the Classical School, cont’d
“State” provides benefits to citizenry that they would not receive in isolation
Citizens give up some rights in exchange for protection from state
Governments not permitted to contravene certain important rights
Crime immoral because it violates bond between citizens and society

Pre-Classical Thought

All societies have widely held notions of right and wrong
· Mores (proscriptions)
· Folkways (time-honored customs)
· Laws 
Also:

· Mala in se offences (fundamentally wrong) e.g. murder, sexual assault etc.
· Mala prohibita offences (wrong because prohibited) e.g. possession of marijuana
The Devil Made Me Do It
Spiritualistic explanations have been around since primitive times
These are used to explain especially heinous acts
Criminals will sometimes offer these explanations for their behavior 

Inquisitions

Witch Drowning and Burning
Timeline
Spiritualistic (approx 1400-1700)
                     Classical (approx 1700-1800)

Deviance as evil



          Deviance as violation of social contract
Caused by temptation and moral weakness
          Caused by free will and hedonism 

Remedied through exorcism,                                    Remedied by deterrence

torture and/or execution

The Enlightenment (1689-1789)

Also called “The Age of Reason”
Focus on the critical examination of life, religious beliefs, and society
Greater emphasis on reason and science
Built upon idea of Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau
Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794)

Death penalty and torture were unfair
Presumption of innocence
Specific criminal codes
Limitations on severity of punishment
Duration of punishment more effective deterrent
Jeremy Bentham

Argued that people were rational and exercised “free will”
People weigh pleasure against pain and act (hedonistic calculus)
Laws should maximize happiness for greatest number of people
Unnecessary laws are themselves evil
Bentham’s Panopticon

Deterrence
Three main elements of deterrence:

· Celerity – swiftness (how soon after you commit a crime you being punish)
· Certainty – likelihood

· Severity

Effects of the Classical School

Criminal codes
Crime statistics
Due process
Modern prisons
Heritage of the Classical School

Principle of Rationality: when offenders commit crime base on their own will
Principle of Hedonism: offenders commit crime that associate with the pain and pleasure of that act
Principle of Punishment
Human-rights principle
Due-process principle: innocent until proven guilty
Timeline
Classical School (approx 1700-1800)

Positive School (approx 1800-1900)

Deviance as violation of social

Deviance as sickness, pathology, inferiority  contract





Caused by free will and hedonism 

Caused by bad genes or defects
Remedied by deterrence


Remedied by treatment, elimination
Neo-Classical School

Focus on deterrence and retribution with reduced emphasis on rehabilitation
Featured theories:

· Rational Choice Theory (RCT)
· Rational Activity Theory (RAT)
· Situational Choice Theory (SCT)
Rational Choice Theory

Suggested that individuals make conscious, rational & informed choices to commit crime
Choice includes cost-benefit analysis
Two varieties of Rational Choice Theory:

· Routine Activities Theory (RAT)
· Situational Choice Theory (SCT)
RAT Review from Last Week…

Likelihood of victimization dependent on the daily activities of people.
When these three elements converge in time and space, then the LIKELIHOOD of a crime increases
Situational Choice Theory

Cornish & Clarke:
Criminal behavior function of choice and decisions made in context of situational constraints and opportunities 

Probability of crime reduced by changing the features of situation or surrounding environment.
Focus on:

· Target hardening
· Environmental design or
· An impediment that would dissuade motivated
Criticisms of RCT, RAT, and SCT

Overemphasis on individual choice
No discussion of social factors in crime causation
All able to make rational decisions?
Notion of displacement.
Situational Crime Control Policy
Uses concepts of rational and situational choice theory
Focuses on crime prevention strategies
Not overly concerned with offender – instead with physical, organizational, and social environments
Crime Prevention

Target suitability

· Targets more suitable

Effective guardianship

· Reduce opportunity for crime

Reducing offender motivation

· Crime prevention thru social development
· incapacitation

CPTED: Crime prevention through environmental design
Defensible space

· Environmental design can reduce incidence and fear of crime

4 Central components:

· surveillance
· territoriality
· access control
· maintenance
CPTED – Surveillance

Organized e.g. having police patrol
Mechanical e.g. cctv, increase the ligtning
Natural e.g. trimming bushes to make it easier to see a home or business
CPTED – Territoriality

Physical design can contribute to a sense of territoriality
· Makes owners and residents feel responsible for the area
· Also gives the offender the feeling that someone owns the property and is taking care of this
CPTED – Access Control

Aimed at physically decreasing the opportunity for crime
Uses more obvious tactics like guards, locks
Deny entrance into a premise and create perception of risk to the offender
· One way in and one way out
· Use of  gates
CPTED – Maintenance

Appearance of Property
CPTED and Environmental Criminology
Other Examples

· skateboarding
· dealing drugs
· recessed doorways
· car parks
Punishment and Neo-Classical Thought

Just deserts

· Offenders deserve punishment rec’d
· Punishments should be appropriate to type & severity of crime committed
Deterrence

· General (punish in public like holding a sign saying “I stole something”)
· Specific (punish according to the bad behavior that the criminal committed) 
· Punishment must be swift, certain, & proportional
Goal is to reduce recidivism
Recidivism: stop the repetition of crime
Policy Implication of the Classical School

Individual-rights advocates

· Recognition of individual rights necessary
· Punishment as last resort
· Dangerousness → incapacitation
Law-and-order advocates

· Threats to public safety should take precedence over individual rights
· Seek stiffer criminal laws, stiffer penalties
Critiques of Classical Theories

Overemphasis on individual choice
Ignores the role of social biological and psychological factors
Lack of scientific basis

Deterrence?

