Lecture 5 The Positive School: Biological and Psychological Explanations
Timeline
Classical School (approx 1700-1800)

Positive School (approx 1800-1900)
Deviance as violation of social contract
Deviance as sickness, pathology, inferiority
Caused by free will and hedonism

Caused by bad genes or defects
Remedied by deterrence


Remedied by treatment, elimination
Positivism and Determinism
Positivism = use of “scientific” methods to explain human (and criminal) behavior
Determinism = behavior determined by circumstances beyond person’s control
Darwin’s Theory of Evolution
Some suggested that Western society was more advanced than other societies
Criminals were thought to be less evolved than law abiding citizens
**Both are inaccurate interpretations of evolutionary theory.
Franz Joseph Gall – Phrenology
One of the earliest criminal anthropologists
Noted relationship between human physical characteristics and criminality.
Suggested that the shape of the skull is indicative of the personality and could be used to predict criminality.
Cesare Lombroso (1835-1909)
“The Father of Modern Criminology”; founder of Positive School
Medical doctor – measured soldiers, insane people, criminals and members of general public
Published On Criminal Man in 1876 
Cesare Lombroso, cont’d
In search of the atavistic man
Degenerate throwback on earlier forms of evolution
Stigmata = protruding jaws, close-set eyes, unusually shaped ears, a sloping forehead, and especially tattoos
Evaluated by Goring and Hooten
Ernst Kretschmer
Proposed relationship between body build and personality type.
Identified 3 mental categories:

Cycloids (cyclothymes) – personality associated with a heavy set, soft type body; lack spontaneity and sophistication and commit mostly non-violent property offences.

Schizoid (schizothymes) – possess athletic, muscular body, could be thin and lean; more likely to be schizophrenic and commit violent crimes.

Displastics – mixed group, highly emotional and often unable to control themselves, commit mostly sexual offences or other crimes of passion
William Sheldon’s Somatotypes
Endomorph = soft and round
Ectomorph = thin and fragile
Mesomorph = athletic and muscular
Chemical and Environmental Precursors of Crime
Links to violent behavior
· Hypoglycemia (low blood sugar)
· Allergic reactions
· Food additives
· Pollution 
· Chemical imbalances
· Color pick
Hormones and Criminality
Testosterone: male sex hormone linked to aggression
PMS (premenstrual syndrome): evidence unclear but some researchers believe that a drop in serotonin levels might explain the agitation & irritability sometimes associated with PMS. 
Genetics and Crime
Criminal Families (Jukes and Kallikaks)
· Led to eugenics movement.
XYY “Supermale”
· Extra male chromosome
Chromosomes
· Seeking gene linked to criminality
Male and Female Differences
Twin and Adoption Studies
Twin studies examine the criminal tendencies of fraternal and identical twins.
· Christiansen and Mednick (1968): 52% of the identical twins & 22% of fraternal twins displayed the same degree of criminality within the twin pair.
Adoption studies examine both the genetic factors & environmental contributors to criminal behavior.
· Mednick, Gabrielli and Hutchings: 20% of adoptees convicted of an offence had biological parents with criminal records but adoptive parents who did not.
Sociobiology (Wilson, 1975)
The systematic study of the biological basis of all social behavior.
Sought to show that the primary determinant of behavior was the need to ensure the survival and continuity of genetic material across generations.
Territoriality said to explain much of the conflict between & among human beings.
Co-authored Crime and Human Nature.
Policy Issues and Critiques
Biology and crime research raises many issues
· Abortion

· Capital punishment

· Sterilization

Most studies are poorly designed and produce ambiguous results
Can’t ignore but must proceed with caution
Major Principles of Psychological Theories

· Focuses on individual

· Personality is the major motivational element

· Crime result of abnormal mental processes within personality

· Criminal behavior may be purposeful of criminal

· Normality defined by social consensus

· Abnormal mental processes may have a variety of causes

Early Perspectives
Psychological Perspective (2 threads)
· Behavioural conditioning: Pavlov’s dog – animal behavior can be altered through association with changes to environment.
· Psychopathology: focus on personality disturbances and diseases of the mind.
Psychiatric (or forensic) Perspective
· Explains crime as being caused by biological and psychological urges mediated through consciousness; little significance placed on role of external environment.
Sigmund Freud (1859-1939)
Psychoanalytic Perspective: combined a biological and psychological approach
3 parts of personality:
· Id (pleasure seeking), ego (moderator) and superego (conscience)

Criminal behavior results from an uncontrolled id or an underdeveloped superego
Aggressive behavior response to frustration
Frustration→→→→→→→→→→→Aggression
Hans Eysenck (1964)
Explained crime as the result of fundamental personality characteristics linked to individual central nervous system characteristics.
3 personality dimensions linked to criminality:
· Psychoticism characterized by creativeness, tough-mindedness, anti-socialbility, a lack of empathy, hallucinations, & delusions. Correlated with criminality all stages.
· Most likely to be criminal

· Extroverts- described as carefree, dominant, & venturesome, with high energy levels
· Neuroticism- characteristic of people who are irrational, shy, moody & emotional
Psychotics and Psychopaths
Psychotics:
· Suffering from a psychosis
· Out of touch with reality
· Hallucinations
· Delusions 
(Paranoid) Schizophrenic
Psychopaths:
· Inability to accurately imagine how others think & feel
· Psychopathy checklist – revised (Hare)
· Psychopath ≠ Criminal
Anti-Social Personality Disorder
Diagnosed using DSM
Focus on behavioral patterns exemplified by persistent violations of social norms
· Aggressive, impulsive behavior & general disregard for rights of others
Mental Illness and the Law
Two options:
· NCRMD: not criminality responsible for mental disorder
· Not Fit to Stand Trial

The McNaughten Rule: persons cannot be held responsible for actions if at the time of the offence:
· Did not know what they were doing, or
· Did not know that what they doing was wrong

Psychological Profiling
Assists criminal investigators
· Develop typical offender characteristics & principles thru analysis of crime scenes
Behaviour symptomatic of personality.

ViCLAS: Violent Crime Linkage analysis system.
Social Policy
Dangerousness
· Selective incapacitation: protect society by
Dangerous offender legislation
· Crown 
· Lengthened period of 
Social Learning Theory
Albert Bandura
Modelling Theory: people
Aggression seen as 
Critique – lacks
Behaviour Theory
B.F. Skinner
· Stimulus- response
· Positive and negative
· Focus on 
Behavior learned through
· Desirable effects
· Undesirable effects
Effect reflects impact of 
