Rubric for Discussion/Argument Papers

	Criteria
	Superior – A
	Good – B
	Satisfactory – C
	Pass - D

	Argument


	Clearly defined thesis statement.

Arguments address the question explicitly

Clear and logical transitions between the introduction, body, and conclusion.

Conclusion readdresses the thesis it in light of the evidence provided.
Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the question. 
	Clearly stated thesis, potentially strong with revision.

Arguments address the question explicitly but less thorough

Somewhat clear and logical transitions between the introduction, body, and conclusion.

Conclusion summarizes main points.

Support for the arguments is less thorough, still accurate.
	Somewhat clear thesis requires revision.

Basic summary of claims that do not address the question explicitly.

Lacks logical transitions between the introduction, body and conclusion. 

Somewhat clear or missing conclusion requires revision.

Demonstrates minimal understanding of question, still accurate.
	Unidentifiable thesis.

Does not address the question or states no relevant arguments.

Is not clearly or logically organized.

No identifiable conclusion

Does not demonstrate understanding of the question, or is inaccurate.



	Evidence


	Arguments supported by evidence and the work of other scholars and theories.
	Primary scholars and theories from the course are identified.
	Some arguments supported by references to course readings. 
	Arguments unsupported by evidence or the work of other scholars and theories.

	Technical;

· Essay format

· APA style

· length
	Quotes and resources consistently cited in APA Style. 

Consistent essay format

Meets the length criteria. 

No padding.
	Occasional errors in citations. 

Minor problems in essay format. 

Does not meet the length criteria.
 No padding.
	Quotes or resources inconsistently cited.
Several problems with essay format. 
Does not meet the length criteria.

Occasional padding.
	Quotes and resources are not cited. 

Is not in essay format. 

Does not meet the length criteria.

Extensive padding. 



	Clarity;

· Spelling & grammar

· Slogans


	Excellent sentence structure, grammar, and spelling.

Distinct vocabulary; no slogans and/or jargon.
	Minimal errors in sentence structure, grammar and spelling.

Straightforward vocabulary; no slogans and/or jargon.
	Problems with sentence structure, grammar and several spelling errors.

Use of slogans and/or jargon obscures clarity or meaning.


	Significant problems with sentence structure, grammar and spelling. 

Vocabulary obscures meaning and the argument. 
Slogans or jargon create ambiguity.


