BPK 140 DEBATE

The aim of a formal debate is to convince, and if necessary persuade, the audience that your point of view is correct, and all aspects of your debate should be dedicated to this. Having said that we are asking you to work with you “opposition’ to provide a debate that is very informative on a topic relevant to the lecture material of BPK 140. So we want the two groups to have more of a focus on educating the other members of the tutorial rather than a focus on “winning the debate”.

Rule 1: Bernard is the Judge

Rule 2: Bernard decides anything that I do not cover here.

Rule 3: You should have fun with this. Do not get overly serious in attack and counter argument. Having said that, be serious about presenting your well-researched argument.

Rule 4: Keep in mind you are trying to educate your audience more than you are trying to get them to vote for your side, as you would be in a debating tournament.

Rule 5: Teams will consist of two speakers were possible. One team for the affirmative and one for the negative. As may not have exactly 20 students in each tutorial we may have some debating teams may have four or five people.

Rule 6: The timing of the debate will be as follows:

Constructive Speeches

First affirmative 

2-3 min

First negative 

2-3 min

Second affirmative 
2-3 min

Second negative 

2-3 min

Rebuttal and Summary Speeches (delivered by either of the debating pair, or

the third person in a three person group)
Negative

2-3 min

Affirmative 

2-3 min

Questions from the floor 
4 min  (possibly more if speeches are short)

Comments from the judge 2 min

Vote 



1 min

The maximum times given here add up to 25 minutes so be on time, and be prepared for Bernard to cut you off if you go over your maximum allotted time. Prepare your speech for around 2-3 minutes. The rebuttal and summary can be given by either partner or can be shared between them. 

Rule 7: The affirmative has the right to make any reasonable definitions.

Rule 8: If the negative challenges the reasonableness of such a definition (this must be done in the first constructive speech) the judge must accept the definition that shows better grounds for interpretation of the term.

Rule 9: Visual aids are permissible in debate. Once introduced, they become available for the opponents' use if desired.

Rule 10: The facts presented in a debate must be accurate.

Rule 11: Any restatement or quotation of an opponent’s argument must be accurate.

Rule 12: No revision of position of a team is permitted during the debate.

Rule 13: He (or she) who asserts must prove. This applies equally to both teams.

Rule 14: In order to establish an assertion, the team must support it with enough evidence and logic to convince an intelligent but previously uninformed person that it is more reasonable to believe the assertion than to disbelieve it.

Rule 15: Any question that is fair, clear and has direct bearing on the debate is acceptable. The audience should keep this rule in mind also.

Bernard has a complete set of rules should you have any questions.

Here is a sample of topics from other semesters. Note that the debate question should be presented in the form of a proposal and that the topic MUST be relevant to BPK140 lecture material.

Sample Debate Questions

· Should Canada adopt a two-tier Health Care System?
· Is dietary cholesterol a risk factor in Coronary Heart Disease?

· Should health services for the elderly be limited?
· Is the Canada Food Guide based on flawed scientific data?

· Should AIDS research spending be substantially reduced?

· Should government spending aimed at promoting “exercise for all” be increased to improve the health of Canadians?

· Should soft drugs like marijuana be legalized?

· Is the belief that global warming is caused by humans a myth?

· Are high protein diets dangerous to human health?

· Should genetically modified foods be banned in North American?

· Are flu shots necessary?

· Should you vaccinate your child?

· Should high fat foods be taxed?

· Should we eat only organic food?

· Is vegetarianism healthier than a balanced diet that contains meat?

· Should we add supplements to a healthy balanced diet?

· Should Canada’s legal drinking age be 21 like that of USA?

· Should head shots be banned in hockey?

· Should bottled water be banned?
· Is there a health risk from aluminum pots and/or deodorant?
Debate topics will be determined a few weeks before the debate. It is expected that all members work as a team in a professional manner. Procrastinating until the last few days when other team members want to get started earlier is unprofessional and will result in a very low mark. All team members must supply each other with their names, email, and phone numbers.

Bernard must also receive a sheet with all team member names e-mail and phone numbers on it.

The PRO or CON side that you present will be determined by a coin toss just prior to your presentation.

Do not read your presentation. The presentation should be informative and interesting/entertaining. You have to win the audience over to your point of view. You can do so be delivering your message in a relaxed yet informative manner. Reading from a script insults the audience. You should be able to handle questions well.

The debate is worth 10% of your final grade, and is broken down as follows:

Content (3)

· The content is determined a few weeks prior to the debate.

Presentation (2)

· The ability to provide quality information, and convince the audience to accept your point of view.

Balance (2)

· Good arguments should be made for both sides.

Summary (2)

· A word processed summary must be given to Bernard by each team member (i.e., each student does their own). This should include all the arguments you prepared.

References (1)

· A list of references must be included in your summary.

