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History

Nanyang Technological University (NTU) was established
by an Act of Parliament on 1st July 1991. It has its origin in

2003 version

the former Nanyang Technological Institute (NTI) which
Wwas set up In August 1981 with the primary function of

providing facilities for tertiary education and research in
various branches of engineering and technology. It occupies
the beautiful campus of the Nanyang University in Jurong,
"Wantah", its abbreviated name, was |latef merged with the
University of Singapore to become the National University of
Singapore (NUSY IR 1880, At that time, NTI was to be part
of NUS in all academic matters, while in all other respects it
would be independent, Planted an "Nanyang" soil it is
conceivable that NTU looks toward strengthening its
affiliation with the alumni of Nantah, In 1996, the alumni roll
of some 12,000 Nantah graduates was transferred from MUS
to NTU, A fusion of spirits of old Nantah and NTU will evolve
to bring us forth to meet the challenges of the future.
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Nanyang University

"Nanyang" in Chinese means "south of the ocean" or'south
seas", a reference for the Southeast Asian region. Back in the
earlier days in the 1940s and 50s, many Chinese from
mainland China ventured south to seek their fortunes in new
new lands. Malaya (Singapore and Malaysia) was then known
as "Nanyang" to the Chinese.

After World War 11, the Chinese found it difficult to attend
higher education in the Nanyang area. The people decided to
start a university in Singapore, a university that can provide
tertiary education in Chinese in the region. The idea of
establishing a Chinese university was first mooted by Mr Tan
Lark Sye on 16 January 1953 at the Executive Committee and
Supervisory Committee of the Singapore Hokkien Huay Kuan

On 23 March 1953, the Hokkien Huay Kuan, under Mr Tan's
leadership, donated 523 acres of land for the university. Mr
Tan himself donated $5 million. His call for the establishment
of the Chinese university received enthusiastic support from
Chinese communities all over Southeast Asia. People from all
walks of life rallied for the cause. It was a very cohesive effort
by the entire Chinese community in the land.

In 1955 a pre-university class was started to prepare
students for entry into the new university.

The famous main gate of Nanyang
University which is a landmark till this
day.

Down Memory Lane

The first batch of 584 students was admitted in 15 March
1956. There were three faculties: Arts, Science and
Commerce. Research activities were started as early as in
1957. The first batch of 437 graduates was produced in
1959. Seven years later in 1963, the student enrolment
reached 2,324. In 1964, the university, for the first time in
her history, received the same financial grant as the then
University of Singapore from the government. In the same
year, the Nanyang University Alumni was formed.

Nanyang University was affectionately known as "Nan Da"
in Chinese. (Nanyang Technological University (NTU) also
adopted the name "Nan Da" for its Chinese name in the

mid 1990s.)

Many of the Nanyng University graduates are outstanding

15 March 1956 30 March 1958
First day of school at Nanyang Opening ceremony for Nanyang
University University

in many fields: academic, research, business and public
service, both in Singapore and overseas.

In 1980, the Nanyang University and the University of Singapore were merged to form the National
University of Singapore. This closed the chapter on the NU history. In 1981 the Nanyang Technological
Institute (NTI) was instituted in the same grounds as the illustrious Nanyang University.



NANYANG

TECHNOLOGICAL
UNIVERSITY

Home * About NTU »
NTU at a Glance

Our History

Our Vision & Mission
Virtual Tour
University Rankings
Facts and Figures
Video Snapshots

Introduction to NTU

Home %8  Staff Directory Contact Us
QuickLinks ¥ Maps Calendar A-Z List

Nanyang University

"Manyang" in Chinese means "south of the ocean" or "south seas", a reference for the Southeast Asian region. Back in the
earlier days of 1940s and 50s, many Chinese from mainland China ventured south to seek their fortunes in new lands.
Malaya (Singapore and Malaysia) was then known as "MNanyang” to the Chinese.

After World War 11, the Chinese found it difficult to attend higher education in the Nanyang area. The people decided to start
a university in Singapore, a university that can provide tertiary education in Chinese in the region. The idea of establishing a
Chinese university was first mooted by Mr Tan Lark Sye on 16 January 1953 at the Executive Committee and Supervisory
Committee of the Singapore Hokkien Huay Kuan.

On 23 March 1953, the Hokkien Huay Kuan, under Mr Tan's leadership, donated 523 acres of land for the university. Mr Tan
himself donated $5 million. His call for the establishment of the Chinese university received enthusiastic support from
Chinese communities all over Southeast Asia. People from all walks of life rallied for the cause. It was a very cohesive effort
by the entire Chinese community in the land.

new university.

The first batch of 584 students was admitted in 15 March 1956, There were
three faculties: Arts, Science and Commerce. Research activities were started
as early as in 1957, The first batch of 437 graduates was produced in 1959,
Seven years later in 1963, the student enroclment reached 2,324, In 1964, the
university, for the first time in her history, received the same financial grant as
the then University of Singapore from the government. In the same year, the
Manyang University Alumni was formed.

Nanyang University was affectionately known as 7 (Nan Da) in Chinese; and
MTU also adopted the same Chinese name in the mid 1990s.

Many of the Manyang University graduates are outstanding in many fields:
academic, research, business and public service, both in Singapore and
OVErseas.

The famous main gate of Nanyang
University which is a landmarik till this day.

In 1980, the Nanyang University and the University of Singapore were merged to form the National University of Singapore.
Thizs closed the chapter on the NU history. In 1981 the Nanyang Technological Institute (NTI) was instituted in the same
grounds as the illustrious Nanyang University.

Chancellor

1954-1955 Lin ¥u Tang {Chancellor)
Vice-Chancellors

1956-1960 The university was managed by an Executive Council
1960-1964 Chuang Chu Lin

1965-1969 Huang Ying Jung (Acting)
1969-1972 Ray=on Lisung Huang

1972-1975 Hzueh Shou Sheng

1975-1976 Lee Chiaw Meng

1976-1977 Wu Teh Yao (Acting)

1977-1980 Tan Chok Kian (Director General)

Down Memory Lane

2 April 1960
15 March 1956 30 March 1958 The convocation ceremony for the first batch of graduates
First day of school at Opening ceremony for from Nanyang University. The building in the background i=s
Manyang University Manyang University the administration block (now known as the Chinese Heritage

Centre).
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Degree  of

WBachelor of Commerce
With Bonours

It is hereby certified that

sartment of Industrial 4nd Businese, Mangaement.
College of Commerce

mpleted the approved course of study
ed the requirements prescribed by the
was duly admitted to the Degree of

of Commerce with Second classUpper Division
on 28th July 1973.
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