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In a magnitude estimation task, 23 native Methods Materials Answering the research questions

speakers of English rated sentences with » Task: Magnitude Estimation - All test items were transitives; RCs modified - RPs improve the acceptability of subj-gap
subj-gap and obj-gap indefinite relative Participants rate the acceptability of each test indefinite matrix objects. ndefinite RCs formed from weak or
clauses (RCs) formed from non-islands sentence in proportion to the score assigned The manager fired a reporter [who the editor strong islands. -
and islands, with and without a to the reference sentence. speculated why (he) defamed the senator]. = Due to decreased acceptability of
res.umptlv.e pronoun (RP). We. found that » Within-subjects design: 2x2x2 (8 conditions) » 4 test frames: empty subj-ggp RCs o o
while subject RPs, but not object RPs, » Clause Type: relativization from 1. The manager fired a reporter who > The acceptability of resumptive indefinite
mprove acceptability In islands, non-islanﬁl / i.sland 2. The chair r%et an underp raduate who RCs is uniformly low across both gap
resumptive RCs receive a uniformly low » Gap Type: empty / pronoun (RP) 3. The detective interro atged amanwho positions and across all structures tested.
acceptability ratiqg across clause types. » Gag P)cl)zition' Euybje%t / object 4' The director hired angactor who = RPs do not repair island violations.
;I;]hues ?;tiies fi%tc);]t?g:] ?)?Jree(é[uarﬁg?omei:;)élf » Participants: 23 native English speakers living » Each test frame instantiated as 24 test sentences Uniformly low rating of resumpt.ive RCs
but instead is due to the fact that subject in Vancouver, Canada (ha}If with an RP, half withoult) with subj-gap or » Grammar of English makeg available a
empty gap RCs are much less acceptable > Procedurg: | obj-gap RCs formed from different clause types: movement and an anap.horlc dependency
than object empty gap RCs. - 6 practice trials N | Non-island clause types|lsland clause types strategy (Sells 1984, Prince 1930,

. 96 test trials (12 per condition) + 72 fillers simple wh-complement (weak) Ferreira and Swets 20095, Alexopoulou &

- Items rated in a uniquely generated random one-level embedded  adjunct (strong) Keller 20.0?).-
order using WebExp (Keller et al. 2009) two-level embedded ~ noun complement (strong) ~ Hearers initially employ the movement

strategy when presented with an RC.

» An unexpected RP results in a uniform
penalty across the board.

» Theoretical and corpus work (Ross
1967, Kroch 1981, Prince 1990): RPs
“amnesty” island violations.

~ Experimental work on object Mean scores per condition Mean scores per clause type ~ Processing resumptive RCs requires
resumption (Alexopoulou & Keller 2007, 0 0 strategy shift akin to a garden-path effect.
Heestand et al. 201 1) RPs do not Nonlsland | Island | Nonlsland | Island = § § 3 S s | = § § c S 3
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» Experimental work on subject o 01 § | F 2 S F 2 | S
resumption (McDaniel & Cowart 1999): 0.15 0.15 T G Jbiect Gan RC ~ We replicated the main findings in a
Subject, but not object, RPs are better 0.2 ——Empty 02 - e Emoty /-point scale experiment. o
than empty gaps in weak island RCs. e “#-Pronoun g e - Pronoun » In the process of conducting a similar

» Experimental work on subject/object . . experimgnt yvith auditory stimuli to test if
resumption (Keffala & Goodall 2011): s - « resumption is a speech phenomenon
Definite RCs formed from simple 0.35 0.35 » In thg process of designing a self—pqced
clause, that-clause, wh-island and RC 0.4 0.4 reading s.tudy to test the strategy shift
island show no difference in 0.45 045 hypothesis
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