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Course Outline

	School of Computing and Academic Studies

Liberal Studies Department


	LIBS 7001

Critical Reading and Writing


	Start Date:
	January 9th 2012                                               End Date:     April 23rd  2012

	Total Hours:
	45
	Total Weeks:
	14
	
	Term/Level: 
	     
	Course Credits:
	3

	Hours/Week:
	3
	Lecture:
	1
	Lab:
	     2
	Shop:
	     
	Seminar:
	     
	Other:
	     

	Prerequisites
	LIBS 7001 is a Prerequisite for:

	Course No.
	Course Name

	Course No.
	Course Name

	The equivalent of 3 credits university or college composition or 6 credits of 1100-level-or-above BCIT Communication  
	     
	     



(   Course Description

Students will develop advanced skills in critical analysis, close reading, and composition through the following:

· analysing and evaluating written materials from a variety of disciplines.

· composing documents.

· discussing principles of critical analysis.

Documents might be selected from the following sources:

· technical and business journals, correspondence, and reports.

· newspapers and magazines.

· non-fiction prose.

· literature, film, video, and the Internet.

The course format will include lecture, discussion, and both individual and group activities.

(   Detailed Course Description
As a fulfillment of the liberal education requirement, this course will provide Bachelor's degree students with critical reading and writing skills that they can apply to a broad range of technical and non-technical documents. Through lectures, discussion, and individual and group assignments, students will continue to develop the following skills to an advanced level:

· critical analysis — identifying a document’s thesis and its main points, supporting details, and implied assumptions and messages.

· context recognition — recognizing different types of disciplinary discourse

· logic — assessing the validity of connections among ideas in a document

· reading comprehension — discerning complex levels of meaning quickly and accurately

· organisation — determining hierarchy among ideas, grouping and sequencing ideas strategically, and using effective transitions between ideas.

Evaluation

	Short Analysis Essay

Seminar Presentation and Essay

Midterm Exam

Persuasive Research Paper

Final Exam

Participation *
	10%

15%

15%

25%

25%

10%
	
	* The participation grade is based on attendance, punctuality, and constructive contribution to class discussions.

	TOTAL
	100%
	
	


(   Course Learning Outcomes & Competencies

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to do the following:

· analyse and use complex levels of style and tone suited to a given purpose.

· identify and assess logical and organizational patterns within complex texts.

· recognise writing conventions within specific professional/technical disciplines.

· compose documents for audiences with different backgrounds and specializations.

· critically read and compose documents of the following types:


–
informative


–
evaluative


–
comparative


–
descriptive


–
persuasive.

(
summarise a written text clearly and concisely.

·      research, organise, and write a research paper that incorporates the clinical skills developed throughout the course.

Learning Resources

Required:

· Course Reader for LIBS 7001 (version 5 – cover with photo of books)

· James A. Reinking, et al. Strategies for Successful Writing. 4th Canadian ed., 2010
 
· Weekly Guide
· a recent Canadian dictionary  (ideally, the Oxford English Dictionary)
The course reader and Strategies text are available at the BCIT bookstore. The instructor will provide additional course handouts and instructions for use of the course website.
Note:  Should changes be required to the content of this course outline, students will be given reasonable notice.

(   Information for Students
· Academic Honesty: As stated in BCIT Student Regulations Policy #5104, “academic honesty is expected and required by all students. This included ethical conduct, academic integrity, adherence to the facts, and trustworthiness.” You are required to be familiar with the plagiarism definitions and provision of this policy. Assignments will be checked for plagiarism. Anti-plagiarism software, Turnitin.com will be used. Incidents of cheating or plagiarism can result in a grade of zero for the assignment, quiz, test, exam, or project for all parties involved and/or expulsion from the course. 

· Accommodation: Any student who may require accommodation from BCIT because of a physical or mental disability should refer to BCIT’s Policy on Accommodation for Students with Disabilities (Policy #4501), and contact BCIT’s Disability Resource Centre at the earliest possible time.  Requests for accommodation must be made to the Disability Resource Centre, and should not be made to a course instructor or Program area. Any student who needs special assistance in the event of a medical emergency or building evacuation (either because of a disability or for any other reason) should also promptly inform their course instructor(s) and the Disability Resource Centre of their personal circumstances 

· Attempts: Students must successfully complete a course within a maximum of three attempts at the course. Students with two attempts in a single course will be allowed to repeat the course only upon special written permission from the Associate Dean. Students who have not successfully completed a course within three attempts will not be eligible to graduate from the appropriate program. 

· Attendance: The attendance policy as outlined in the current BCIT Calendar will be enforced. Attendance will be taken on calculated weeks. Students not present at that time will be recorded as absent. 

· Conduct: Consideration of others as reflected by language and demeanour that encourage reasoned discussion is expected. Negative, inconsiderate, disruptive behaviour and non-professional, offensive language are inappropriate and unacceptable; see BCIT policies covering harassment, discrimination, and conduct.
(   Assignment Details

· Assignments must be done individually unless otherwise specified by the Instructor. Hard copies of take-home assignments are required and are due at the beginning of the class specified. They should be neatly word-processed on 8.5 x 11" unlined white paper. Take-home assignments should follow APA or MLA format guidelines. The major research paper will be submitted in both hard copy (e-mail attachment in .rtf format).
· Assignments received after the deadline will receive a grade of 0% unless accompanied by written documentation of medical incapacity or personal bereavement. For bereavement exemption, a scanned copy of the Order of Service or published notice of death accompanied by proof of relation is required. For medical exemption, a signed letter, on letterhead, (i.e. not a doctor's note) is required from a physician or surgeon stipulating that a medical condition prevented work on the assignment over the full period in which the assignment was active. 

· There will be no makeup tests, exams or quizzes. You must complete all assignments to be eligible to pass the course. If corrections are required, you must make them and resubmit the assignment in order for the grade to be recorded. Keep a hard copy of all take-home assignments. Under no circumstances can you submit the same assignment twice or submit an assignment you have prepared for another class.

(   Meaning of Grades

For students, the grade on an assignment is sometimes disappointing. For instructors, determining the appropriate grade is often challenging. Assignments are seldom all good or all bad, so the virtues of a particular assignment must be balanced against its defects to determine the final grade. This process involves more than counting up the number of red marks and subtracting the total from 100. The following explanation will help you understand the meaning of your grades in this course for papers or essay-type quiz or exam questions (Edited from Judy Brown, Writing Effective Essays. Vancouver: Office of Distance Education and Technology, University of British Columbia.)
· 80-100% — Outstanding: This paper must be fully focused on the topic and consistently strong in its structure, content, expression, mechanics, and presentation. The paper should contain an original and credible argument in response to the assigned topic, and, if applicable, full documentation. Any significant errors of expression that detract from the paper's effectiveness would mean that the paper could not earn an “outstanding” mark. 

(
68-79% — Competent: This paper must be well focused on the topic: its thesis must be well supported by convincing evidence, explanations, and, if applicable, full documentation. The paper's organization must be strong and clear; its thesis specific and significant. If the paper contains errors of expression, they must be occasional rather than chronic, and must not obscure meaning. The "competent" paper differs from the "outstanding" paper in the quality and level of argument, and may rely more heavily on materials and arguments raised in lectures and discussions.

· 50-67% — Adequate: A paper at this level is generally clear in its expression, but weaker in content than a paper at the “competent” level. Its thesis may be vague (but still on topic); its transitions may be inconsistent; its evidence may be occasionally unconvincing or incomplete. Language errors will be more frequent than those at the “competent” level, but will not be so serious or so chronic that they make a paper difficult or impossible to understand.

(
0-49% — Inadequate: A paper at this level will suffer from one or more of the following serious flaws: it may be off topic; it may lack a thesis; it may lack clear and adequate development and paragraphing; it may be deficient in the presentation of evidence; it may contain serious and repeated errors in sentence structure, diction, and grammar — errors that obscure meaning. 

Schedule
Detailed weekly syllabus, with readings, is given in class; participation mark of 10% is assigned at end of course

	Wk #
	Date


	Topics and Readings*  

*see the detailed weekly guide  for weekly reading details
	Assignment (percentage value)
	Due Date

	 1
	Jan 9th
	Course Introduction/Basics of Critical Reading and Writing

· SSW, 18-24 (critical reading)

	Diagnostic essay (0%)
	

	 2
	Jan 16th 
	Audience, Voice, Genre, Purpose

· CR, “The Concepts of Rhetoric”

· SSW, Chs. 1–3, Ch. 4-5 (essay planning, drafting, revising – read in first 3 weeks of course)
· CR, “A Hypothetical Quandary,” “Cheating To Win,” "Iraq: Failing to Disarm," "Power Corrupts; PowerPoint Corrupts Absolutely," 
"Purloined  Letters”
	Seminars assigned (15%)
Analysis essay assigned
	Paper due 1 wk. after your seminar

Week 4

	 3
	Jan 23rd 
	Arrangement 

· WG, notes on Arrangement,

· SSW, Read SSW, Ch. 4, pp. 62-75 (organization)
· CR, "Organization and Genre", CR, “The Cult of Busyness,” CR, Tom Tomorrow cartoon, CR, “Pandora’s Click”.
	
	

	 4
	Jan 30th  
	Definition and Classification 

· SSW, Ch. 11 (Definition), Ch. 13 (Classification)
· CR, "Definition”
· CR, "What is Terrorism," "Laying Out the Bare Bones of Genocide,” "In Praise of the Illiterate" 
	Analysis essay due (10%)
	This Week

	 5
	Feb 6th  
	Description and Narration

· SSW, Ch. 7
· CR, "The Heatherwick Effect,” "Sound and Fury" "Simple Recipes" "Mother Tongue." 
	
	

	 6
	Feb 13th   
	Comparison and Contrast

· SSW, Ch. 12

· CR, "Fictional Example"  and "Analogy”
· CR, “Songs of Innocence and Experience,” “A Coyote Columbus Story,” “Game Theories” 
	
	

	 7
	Feb 20th  
	Cause and Effect

· SSW, Ch. 10, “Sweet Nothings”,
· WG, "Types of Causes”
· CR, “Symposium: The Speech of Aristophanes,” 
“It’s the Oil "
	Persuasive Research paper assigned 
	Topic:  Wk. 9

Draft: Wk. 11
Final: Wk. 13

	8
	Feb 27th  
	Midterm Exam 
	Exam (15%)
	This Week

	 9
	Mar 5th    
	Research and Documentation

· SSW, Chs. 15 & 17
· CR, "Researching an Argumentative Paper,” Black Like Me,” “The Charms of Wikipedia.”

	Research paper topic due; Research exercises from WG due
	This Week

	10
	Mar 19th 
	Argument; Developing Credibility (ethos)

· SSW, Ch. 14, “Should Human Cloning Be Permitted?”, 
“Yes, Human Cloning Should Be Permitted”
CR, “The Ethical Appeal,” “An Invisible Woman” “The Necessary Art of Persuasion” , "Discovery of Arguments: The Three Modes of Persuasion: The Ethical Appeal,”
	
	

	 11
	Mar 26th 
	Logical Appeals (logos) & Fallacies 
· SSW, please review Ch. 3-5 for your persuasive research paper (planning/drafting/revising)
· CR, "Logical Proof: Reasoning in Rhetoric”
· CR, "Avoiding Fallacies,” “Getting Duped,” The Prince (selections), “The Melian Debate"
	Research Paper draft & references due for peer review
	This Week



	 12
	Apr 2nd  
	Psychological / Emotional Appeals (pathos)

· SSW – finish Chapter 14. “Discovery of Arguments: The Three Modes of Persuasion, The Emotional Appeal”
· CR, “The Emotional Appeal,” “Persuasion: Nonrational Modes” CR, Earl Spencer’s Funeral Oration for Diana, Princess of Wales"
	
	

	 13
	Apr 16th 
	Style, Tone, Figurative Language

· SSW, Ch. 6
· CR, “Told You So”, “Ecclesiastes,” “Falling in Place.”
Combined Appeals; Course Conclusion; 
Final exam review 

· SSW, “I Have a Dream“
CR, “Letter from A Birmingham Jail”
	Research paper final (25%) due
	This Week

	 14
	Apr 23rd   
	LIBS 7001 final exam  


	Final exam (25%)
	 This Week


Note:  If the schedule requires changes, students will be given reasonable notice. 

