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“If you do not take us 
seriously…”: 

Protest and Direct Action in

INDG 419 / Crim 419
Fall/2023

Protest and Direct Action in 
Pursuit of Justice

Indigenous Protest: Some History

 In Canada, 
Indigenous leaders 
consistently sought 
Premiers, Prime 
Ministers KingsMinisters, Kings, 
Queens when treaty 
promises regarding 
self-governance and 
sharing the land 
were not kept

Indigenous Protest: Some History

 In the 1950s and 1960s 
Canada and the US 
sought to implement 
termination and 
assimilation policies toassimilation policies to 
end “the Indian 
problem” by ending 
recognition of unique 
Indigenous rights

 Native Youth, AIM
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Alcatraz 1969-71 Wounded Knee 1973

George Erasmus (1988)
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Kanehsatake/Oka 1990 Gustafsen Lake 1995

Ipperwash 1995 Sun Peaks 2001
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Elsipogtog 2013 And lots of other places, issues

Post 9/11

 “Terrorism” is a word 
that starts to be 
used in relation to 
Indigenous activists

E id f th t Evidence of that 
from here to Geneva

 Former PM Harper 
continued that spin 
via Bill C-51

Post 9/11

 A period of militarism followed by more 
emphasis on non-violent protest
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Standing Rock 2016 Kinder Morgan 2014

Wet’suwet’en 2020 Is It Worth It?


