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Back to Geneva: 1977

The Working Group

 Five members; sought the advice, 
participation and consent of Indigenous 
representatives throughout its existence

 Two major “standard-setting” projects:
○ Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples (Mme Erica Daes) – completed 1994
○ Study of “Treaties, Agreements, and Other 

Constructive Arrangements” (Miguel Alfonso 
Martinez) – completed 1999

 Recent developments identify issues
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The Contemporary UN

 Decade of World’s Indigenous Peoples 
began in 1994

 Aspiration was to
 Pass the Declaration on the Rights of Pass the Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples in the General 
Assembly by 2005. 

 Create more structures that would bring 
Indigenous peoples into the UN structure

Creation of Structures

 Establishment by the UN of the Permanent Establishment by the UN of the Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues in 2000

 Meets in New York each May

Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues: 2023-2025
Delegates Chosen by Indigenous Peoples’ Organizations

H h M Gl d D i J é M ji
Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim

Mbororo (Chad) Aluki Kotierk
Inuit (Canada)

Hannah McGlade
Noongar Advocate 

(Australia)

Dario José Mejia 
Montalvo

Zenú (Colombia)

Naw Ei Ei Min
(Myanmar)

Hanieh Moghani
(Iran)

Geoffrey Roth
Sioux (USA)

Valentina
Vyacheslavovna

Sovkina
Sami (Russia)

Creation of Structures

 Appointment 
in 2001of a 
Special 
Rapporteur
to deal withto deal with 
human rights 
and 
fundamental 
freedoms of 
Indigenous 
peoples
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Expert Mechanism

 Expert Mechanism on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples

○ Created in 2007 and began activity in 2008

○ Meets in Geneva every Julyy y

○ Replaces Working Group

○ “Preference” will be given for Indigenous 
representatives

○ Main order of business is to provide the Human 
Rights Commission with “thematic advice” relating 
to the implementation of the Declaration

UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples
 Passed at the Working Group in 1994

 Passed at the Sub-Commission in 1994

 Passed at the UN Commission on 
Human Rights in 2006Human Rights in 2006

 Went to UN General Assembly in 2006, 
but no vote

 Final vote held in the General Assembly 
on 13 September 2010

Reaction to UNDRIP Vote
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Once Again Subjects of Law

 At the UN, unlike in Canada thus far, 
structures are being created that make 
Indigenous peoples a permanent presence
 Reconciling the maps of nations states and of 

peoples

 Documents such as the Declaration are 
powerful statements of Indigenous rights, 
e.g., to self-determination

 Returning as “subjects” of law rather than 
“objects” of law
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Implementing UNDRIP in BC


