
BY KATIE DEROSA 

A top RCMP officer has issued 
a "thinly veiled threat" to strip 
funding from Simon Fraser 
University if its lead crin:rinolo­
gist doesn't stop criticizing the 
force. 

In an e-mail obtained by the 
Victoria Times Colonist, RCMP 
Deputy Commissioner Gary 
Bass chastises Robert Gordon, 
director of Simon Fraser Uni­
versity's criminology depart ­
ment, for his comments in the 
media that RCMP "arrogance" 
stalled the investigation into 
serial killer Robert Pickton. 

"1 would like to suggest that 
you should be much more care­
ful in speaking on issues where 
you have no direct personal 
knowledge or where you may 
not be getting accurate infor ­
mation fed to you," Bass wrote 
in the lengthy e-mail, sent Aug. 
22, two days after Vancou­
ver police deputy chief Doug 
LePard released his report on 
the bungled missing-women 
investigation, which placed sig­
nificant blame on the Mounties' 
shoulders. 

Bass went on to question the 
RCMP's role as a key donor 
for SFU's Institute for Cana ­
dian Urban Research Studies, 
which is housed in the School 
of Criminology. 

"The ongoing bias you display 
against the RCMP in articles 
such as this have caused many 
to ask why we would want to 
continue to be in that partner­
ship given this apparent lack of 
support from the head of the 
department," Bass wrote. 

The RCMP funds two research 
chair positions at t he institute, 
at a cost of $4 million over 
the last five years. It recently 
renewed the $4-million contri­
bution for the next five years. 

"This is a thinly veiled threat 
crbout the funding," Gordon 
said, adding that he finds it 
appalling a top Mountie would 
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try to silence ODe of the force's 
critics. "It's stirring up trou ­
ble for the person who has the 
audacity to stand up and criti ­
cize what they are doing." 

University of Victoria ethics 
professor Eike-Henner Kluge 
agreed, calling Bass's state ­
ments "inappropriate" and 
"unethical. " 

"I would certainly construe 
it as intimidating and a threat 
to withdraw funding ," he 
said. "The RCMP should have 
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