Modern Greek, Beginners I

Dr. Pappas
Handout 5

Cases: As we have already said, in Greek words have different endings depending on their
function in the sentence. One type of endings are case endings. What kind of words have
case endings?

* Nouns, Articles, Adjectives, Pronouns

What are the cases, and how are they used?

Nominative, used for the subject of the sentence or the word that comes after the verb fo be.
O @iAog BEAEL vepd.

O I'idvvng givar grioc.

Genitive, used to show the possessor of something.

O adeppds e Mapiag BEAeL vepd.

Accusative, used for the object of the verb or after a preposition (like to, with, in etc.)
BAénm o moudi.

Eivatl otnv Adnva.

The vocative is used to call out to something

0 n T0 évag pio éva
TOL me TOL evog pog evog
10 m T0 gvol pio gva
ot ot To

TV TV TV

TOLG TIg T

@TA-0G @TA-M vep-0

@TA-0VL QIA-NG vEP-0V

@iA-0 eTA-M vep-0

PiA-€ eTA-M vep-0

@TA-01 QUA-€C vep-d.

QTA-0V QTA-0V VEP-(OV

@TA-0VG QUA-€C vep-d.

@TA-01 QUA-£G vep-d.

pobnt-ne unTép-a Tod-1

pobnt-1 UNTEP-0G Tod-100

poént-n untép-o Tod-1

pobnt-n untép-o Tod-1

pobnt-éc UNTEP-€G Tod-1d.

poént-ov Untép-wv TOS- 1V

pobnt-éc UNTEP-€G Tod-1d.

pobnt-ég UNTEP-€G Tod-14.

avop-og pabnuo

avop-a pobnpa-tog

avop-a pabnuo

avop-a pabnuo

Avop-£G pofnua-to

ovop-ov pobnpa-twv

Avop-£G pobnua-to

Avop-£G pofnua-to




Practice. Fill in the right ending

To moud €x v BPAT  (maud, Exw, évas, PipAlo)
H untép Tov I'avv elv otv Evpdn  (untépa, Tiavvng, eipat, Evponn)
O xdroy Tov avtokivit XPH 1256 elv  €d; (kdtoyog, avtokivnto, eljo)

Practice Translate

I want a salad

Do you have friends?
Where is your brother?
The houses are there

Prepositions. These are 'little words' that appear before nouns and usually indicate 'spatial
relations’'.

in (uéoa) o
to o€

with ue

for Yo

from and

on (Tdvw) oe

****NOTE: o¢ + 10, Tn, TO = 670, 6TN, 6TO

Idiom of the day

I like. There is no real translation of the English I like in Greek. Instead we use a phrase
that means 'Someone or something is pleasing to me'. This causes some confusion, so it's
important to practice this construction. We almost need an English to English translation
before we can start.

Melina likes ice-cream

Ice-cream is pleasing to (the) Melina

To naywtd apéoel otn Meliva

NOTE: When the English would include a version of a personal pronoun, the Greek simply
uses the possessive pronoun, which goes_before the verb.

You like ice cream

Ice cream is pleasing to you

To maywtd cov apéoet

I like the book
She likes the wine
They like the song

We like the books
You like the songs

NOTE: the Greek not, dev, appears before the pronoun
Agv pov apéoel 10 TOYWTO
To naywtd dev apécet oto Behisodpio




