How To Succeed in This Course

In conparison with other Econom cs courses, this course is reading-intensive.

Sone of the readings are difficult and dense. Strategies for |earning from

t he readi ng i ncl ude:

a. Read slowy, and rem nd yourself as you go al ong what each paragraph neant.

b. Read each reading at |east twice, and not twice in a row. Read it, get
used to it for a day or two, and then read it again.

c. For each long readi ng, make one page of notes that pick out the nost
i mportant points that the author nakes.

d. For each reading, wite down a few questions that puzzle you:

i. Things that seem wr ong;

ii. Thi ngs that don’'t make sense;

iii. Things that conflict with ideas in the readi ngs or other
material s..

During lectures, listen to the lecture rather than transcribing them Try to

figure out what I amtrying to comunicate to you.

a. Oten you can sumarise what | say in a lecture in a page or |ess.

b. Close listening is nore difficult that transcribing. You have to pay

attention, and continuously ask yourself what | amtrying to communicate to

you.

After each lecture, wite down a summary its key points.

After each lecture, wite down:

e. Things that seem w ong;

i. Things that don’t make sense;
ii. Things that conflict with ideas in other ideas presented.

Use the study questions to guide your | earning.

a. Wrk with friends on the study questi ons.

b. Do NOT just divide themup and take themon individually; rather try to
attack each of the difficult open-ended questions as a group of brains, not
j ust one brain.

c. Typical open-ended questions do not have well-defined answers, so you often
have to add information in order to answer the questions.

i. Thus, you nust always be careful to know what information you are addi ng
to a question to make it answerable.

d. Start themearly, for exanple a week before the m dterm

The tutorials are used to cover material that is difficult or conplex.

a. Thus, attendance at tutorial is useful for success in the course.

b. Try to push your TAto the limts of your understanding: that is, if
somet hi ng does not nake sense to you, try to explain it to your TA so that
you can get clarity.

Both the TA's and | have office hours which you may use.

a. If you don't understand things, conme by and ask.

b. Neither the TA's nor | wll answer study questions for you—that is for you
and your study-buddies to tackle.
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