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Objective

To develop a framework of aging in the right place indicators unique to 
older people with experiences of homelessness
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To learn more or
connect with us:
https://www.sfu.ca/airp.html
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Empowering and supporting 

women that have been victims of 
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court system, and the services that 
are there to protect us that didn’t!

Find me on Instagram & Tiktok
@misschrissyd

Be on the lookout for my new app and workshop coming up! 
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Aging in the 
Right Place 

(AIRP) for older 
adults1,2

Older persons 
experiencing 

homelessness 
(OPEH) in 
Canada3-9

Need to evaluate 
‘right’ set of 
housing for 
OPEH4,9-14

Utilizing the 
photovoice 

method among 
OPEH to better 

understand AIRP 
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Background
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Shelter/Housing Continuum



Aging in the 
Right Place

Document review

Environmental audit

Provider interviews

Client photovoice 
interviews

Methods: Data Collection



Photovoice: a participatory 

action research

Semi-

structured 

interview

Photovoice 

interview

2 in-person 

Sessions
13 Clients

45-60 minute 

sessions

Client Photovoice Interviews



Photovoice is a qualitative method used in community-based participatory action 

research strategy to document and reflect reality in a hands-on manner. 15-16

Clients took photos that represent aging in the right 

place to them, to visualize, and illustrate, perceptions 

and perspectives.

Record and reflect their 

community’s strengths 

and concerns

Promote critical dialogue 

and knowledge about 

personal and community 

aspects

Empower People

What is Photovoice?



Demographics 

Female (n=9)

Male (n=4)

Age range: 60-90 
years old 

Ethnicity: 10 
Caucasian, 1 

Iranian, 1 West 
Indian, 1 Mixed Race

13 participants
Caucasian Iranian West Indian Mixed

31% Male, 69% Female

Participants
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in the Community

Opportunity for 
Social Interaction

Supportive Aspects 
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Environment

Emerging Themes



Mobility & Access in the Community

“This photo is [the] bus stop, 

it’s got this shelter. It means 

that ‘Translink’ knows these 

people come, and sometimes 

they have to wait maybe 15 

minutes or even sometimes 

half an hour. If it’s raining or 

very windy, this is very good. 

That's why I like the shelter. 

It saves the passengers, and 

they can be more 

comfortable to tolerate the 

time and the weather. 

Sometimes I use this bus 

going to Metrotown for my 

volunteer work at the 

community center.” C9

“This is a great 

convenience that came in 

several years ago. And it's 

really important to me… 

I'm so much older, 

makes my grocery 

shopping so much easier. 

And I really appreciate 

that. Aging in the right 

place definitely means 

having good access for 

grocery shopping. And 

having this really 

excellent produce shop 

also, within close 

distance, on the way gives 

me so much more 

choice.” C2



“This is where we come together to play games, have special dinners, watch movies, as well as 

other activities. But most importantly, build new friendships with each other, bridging the 

different cultures and people together… So blessed to be here to get to know all these wonderful 

people in the group and include them as family and special friends to me.” C7

Social Interaction



“My new residence was equipped with amazing building security. 

Multiple 24-hour cameras, FOB entry, front and back, deadbolt 

locks on all the unit doors. And best of all, double gated parking. 

All highly valued. Keeping my car and myself very protected. This 

awesome building was the perfect fit. I knew God had chosen it for 

me to be happy, cared for not alone and safe sound and secure. 

The perfect home to age in the right place. As stress free as 

possible.” C7

“I really enjoy my apartment. I 

feel cozy in here and I really like 

having such a rich environment. I 

like having lots of stimulation, and 

I have access to it.” C2

”It’s a collection of things. I like to look at this 

picture of Garibaldi Lake. Oh, there is many 

things. There is my calendar. There are some 

photos like what I get from my friends. It's a 

nice place, I think to sit. And do whatever you 

want to do reading, writing.” C4

Supportive Nature of Program



“One of the paths that I frequently visit all the time I always see something 

new that catches my eye, and it caught my eye and because it was a 

different kind of a flower, which is only grown in that area, and I’ve never 

seen any other flowers in around the lake anywhere else. And I thought 

that's kind of cool. Yeah, because it's not going to last long. Right? But it 

reminds me of aging in the right place.” C10

“This is the ninth-floor rooftop deck. So, this was one of the great perks of 

this building. View of North Van, West Van, Stanley Park, Crab Park, the 

Ocean Harbour, the Convention Center, Canada Place, the mountains, the 

Port of Vancouver. It just goes on and on. Even after eight years living 

here, the roof top deck still takes my breath away. I feel a freedom so 

deep, often makes me cry with joy”. C7

Engagement with 

Built & Natural Environment



Wrapping up 

Photovoice 

Findings

Community 
Connectivity

• Access to public transportation that is walkable, dependable, and 
sheltered

• Being near or able to easily access affordable amenities 
(necessary and pleasure)

Social 
Interaction

• Social space at building that is welcoming

• Organized and purposeful social programming that facilitate 
meaningful connections

Supportive 
Aspects of 
Program

• Safety and security (building, unit, and parking) contributes to a 
stress-free environment

• Feeling at home and a sense of belonging through personalization 

• Sense of independence

Built and 
Natural 

Environment

• Connected to nature in an accessible fashion

• Being able to venture to the built and natural environment out of 
mere desire allows for the expression of exploration, choice, 
freedom, and control



Photovoice 
provides an 

opportunity for 
OPEH to actively 

engage in research 
in a participatory 

fashion.

The four emerging 
themes identified 
from photovoice 

interviews can help 
bridge current gaps 

in knowledge to 
transform program 
practices related to 
housing for OPEH.

Offering insight on 
the barriers and 

facilitators of AIRP 
through action-
based research.

Conclusion
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Growing number of older adults who are 
precariously housed or homeless
• Over 2017 to 2021 the waitlist for seniors subsidized social 

housing units increased from 5,988 to 8,707 (BC Housing, 2022)

• In Metro Vancouver the percentage of homeless who are older 
adults has increased from 9% in 2008 to 24% in 2020 (BCNPHA, 
2020)

• In 2016, 1 in 5 senior-led renter households in BC were at risk of 
homelessness (spending 50% or more of their income on 
housing) (BCNPHA, 2023)
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Context of Housing Precarity in BC
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1. Income
• Older adults often live on fixed incomes and are reliant on government 

benefits (e.g., CPP, OAS, GIS, BC Seniors Supplement) that are failing to keep 
pace with the rising costs of living

• Pre-retirement age (55-64) older adults are in some cases even worse off 
than the 65+ age group as they are not yet eligible for retirement benefits

“We are in a housing crisis. But we're also in an income disparity crisis. And so, you 
know, and again, to emphasize, these are folks that worked, and worked hard all 

their lives, you know, and provided for themselves and are now finding 
themselves in a place where they can't manage.”
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2. Housing 

• Interviewees emphasized there is a severe lack of subsidized housing

• Evictions/renovictions, redevelopments, and seasonal/regional influxes of 
people are contributing to the loss of affordable private market options

• Governments need to specifically examine the housing needs of older 
adults and recognize that they need senior-specific strategies and a full 
continuum of affordable housing options that will meet a range of needs

• Strategies are needed at the municipal/community (e.g., coalitions/action 
tables, municipal policies, etc.) and provincial levels (e.g., increase SAFER, 
stricter regulations on rent increases and evictions) to address housing 
affordability
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3. Community-Based Seniors Services

• Interviewees noted the need for more local, senior-specific housing 
navigation supports and services

• Support is often provided off the side of the desk and usually exceeds 
capacity 

• Older adults may require assistance navigating housing systems, filling 
out their taxes, applying for benefits/grants, dealing with landlords, etc.
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“I would say I noticed quite a bit of moral distress, spiritual distress 
among staff -- like I feel it myself too. Because my job description isn't to 
be a housing navigator and I do it because the needs there and we're here 
to serve older adults, but my job is not to be really that frontline. And I'm 

still spending probably about 10 hours a week doing this on top of my 
other work. And yet again, I'm choosing to do it because the needs there, 

but it's not enough, and we need really like a full-time position to just 
even do housing navigation and sort of referrals and service work, like 
frontline work, in regard to this. But even if we did have that frontline 

worker, as a housing navigator, we're still not really addressing the 
supply or the space or the kinds of housing.”
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4. Aging in Place

• Interviewees stated the need for more aging in place supports to help 
older adults remain in their own home or maintain their tenancy in 
rental housing
• Services to address mental health needs (e.g., hoarding, dementia)

• Aging in place and home maintenance supports (particularly in rural 
communities)

“I've had people that we've just had to move into emergency housing 
because their circumstances are so bad. And, you know, for instance, they 

have inadequate insulation, a broken window, no heat except for a 
woodstove. And as they get more and more frail, they're not capable of 

managing the woodstove.”
77
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