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 The Fraser Valley Archaeology Project (FVAP)





 The FVAP is several linked research projects which  investigate the history of the Sto:lo of the upper Fraser Valley.  


 Project team members are from Sto:lo Nation, the Scowlitz Band, Simon  Fraser University, and the University of British Columbia.  


 


 Part of  FVAP is the investigation of the Scowlitz site -- an  ancient cemetery and village.  Since 1993, archaeology field school  students from UBC and SFU have had the opportunity to excavate at 


 Scowlitz.  The field school provides students with  hands-on archaeological training which balances scientific perspectives  with Sto:lo traditional beliefs.


  


  The Scowlitz Houses


 Like modern houses, the size and design of house remains found at Scowlitz  can reflect the social position of its occupants.  Several UBC & SFU  researchers are studying   the house remains at Scowlitz


 


 Sandra Morrison, studied the house remains to see how the social organization  of  the Scowlitz people changed over time.  Doug Brown is continuing this  research.  


 


 Photo Label: Doug Brown discusses the excavation with Dr. Dana Lepofsky,  who, with Dr. Michael Blake is co-director of the project.


 


  





 Plant Use at the Scowlitz Village


  Small bits of charred plant remains found at archaeological sites can  provide information about which plants were used for food, materials, and  medicines, as well as the season of occupation. 


 


 Natasha Lyons is studying the plant remains recovered from the house floors  at Scowlitz.  Her initial analysis of the plant remains has revealed that  people were eating elderberries, salmon berries, and Indian plum fruits.   The houses were made of cedar.  Maple and cottonwood seems to have been the


 preferred fuel for fires. 


  


 Photo Label:


 Natasha Lyons  (MARK IF ON THE LEFT OR THE RIGHT) WITH Sandra Morrison.


  


 


The Scowlitz Landscape


 In addition to our investigation of life at the Scowlitz village, we are  also interested in understanding the relationship of the site to other  ancient settlements and camps in the region.  Nicole Oakes is conducting an extensive archaeological survey of  the region surrounding Scowlitz.  Nicole has already identified several new site types, and  found sites in areas where none were expected. 


  


  


 


Scowlitz as a Village Site


 Excavations along the front of the terrace and under Mound 23 revealed  superimposed surfaces which are likely house floors.  Radiocarbon dates  suggest that by 2500 years ago,  the entire river terrace was used as a village site.  


 


 The village may have been abandoned at 1500 years ago.   Based on radiocarbon dates, it appears, Scowlitz was used as a cemetery  between approximately 1000 and 1500 years ago. 


 Scowlitz was reoccupied sometime in the last 1000 years.  


 


 Artifacts recovered include projectile points for hunting, ground slate  knives for cutting fish, and hammerstones and adzes for woodworking.  The  hammerstones and adzes do not seem to be made at the site and were likely  traded in from elsewhere.


  


 


 


 Scowlitz as a Cemetery Site


 At the request of Sto:lo Nation and the Scowlitz Band, one of the first   tasks of the FVAP was to investigate the burial mounds and cairns visible  on the surface.  The archaeology team has excavated a large and medium sized  mound (Mounds 1 and 23) and a rock cairn.


 


 The large mound contained an adult male who was buried with valuables such  as dentalia shells, copper ornaments, and beads.  This individual was  likely of high rank. The skeleton was  studied and reburied immediately in a ceremony performed by Musqueam Elder Vince Stogan.  


 


