Kiusta is located on the northwest tip of the Queen Charlotte Islands / Haida Gwaii.  This resource rich region has village sites (Kiusta, Dadens and Yaku), grave posts, houses and caves and other archaeological resources.

Haidas and Spaniards first met here in Cloak Bay (so named after the name sea otter cloaks traded here) in 1774

Deer

QCI deer were unafraid, and often came over to look into our pits while we were digging.  Fishermen shot this one’s mom and twin.  Gerry Conaty is feeding her from Paul Gessler’s bottle, in camp.

House 1
House pit.  Four fallen roof beams are lying across the photo, oriented from the front of the house at the beach (right) to the rear of the house.  The front proper right corner house post is in the center of the photo, carved with a large notch to hold the front rafter.  Back dirt pile from excavation unit in lower left is composed primarily of shell.

House 2
Tree growing from the end of a fallen rafter.

House 2a
Same tree, showing size.  This tree grew from the fallen rafters, coring it gave a date for the abandonment and collapse of the house – 1892.

Intertidal Zone from east, looking across  the bay in front of Kiusta.

Kiusta garden 1.  Behind the houses was a cleared area with a few large trees, the ‘garden’.

Kiusta garden 2

Langara 1
Views along the eastern shore of Langara (North) Island, intertidal resources and small sites.

Langara 2
Views along the eastern shore of Langara (North) Island, intertidal resources and small sites.

Langara 3
Views along the eastern shore of Langara (North) Island, intertidal resources and small sites.

Langara 4
Views along the eastern shore of Langara (North) Island, intertidal resources and small sites.

Lepas Bay 1 
Lepas Bay is on the western shore of Graham Island, accessed by a trail from Kiusta (which means ‘where the trail comes out).  It is a long sandy beach with many clams, olivella and other resources.

Lepas Bay 2
Northern end of the beach, at the mouth of a small stream.

Lepas Bay 3
Northern end of the beach, at the mouth of a small stream.

Lepas Bay 4
Northern end of the beach, at the mouth of a small stream.

Lepas Bay 5
 Small island in Lepas Bay, said to be where a shaman’s grave was located by C F Newcombe.

Lepas Bay 6
Looking south from north end of the beach.

Lucy Island
Between Kiusta and Dadens on Langara (North) Island, Lucy Island has the remains of a shaman’s grave house, photographed by C F Newcombe.  Rotted timbers were located on the western end of the island.  Photo of southern shore, looking east.

Petroglyph Point
Rocky point between Kiusta and Yaku, where numerous petroglyphs are located in the intertidal zone.

