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[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussions of fossil fuels, climate change, and extractive development continue to be at the forefront of academic and mainstream discourse. Increasingly controversial petro-mega-projects such as pipelines, hydraulic fracking, offshore drilling, and global transportation infrastructure elicit passionate responses from politicians, activists, and community members alike. With the seemingly unshakeable status of fossil fuels as the foundation of modern capitalist life (and the complete stagnation of any meaningful action on global climate change), the critical study of energy has continued to build into an important site of scholarly attention. With conferences held alongside the numerous published anthologies, special issues, and edited volumes on the topic – Energy Humanities has emerged as a distinct field of study. By its nature a diverse, interdisciplinary field, Energy Humanities draws strength from its multiple points of converging and diverging scholarship. This comprehensive field seeks to trace the development of this field, exploring relevant literature to consider core and emerging texts within the field, and those that led to its establishment.

Drawing from disciplines such as anthropology, geography, and sociology, a core focus of Energy Humanities is to understand energy and fossil fuels as cultural and communicative forces that have fundamentally shaped and are deeply embedded within our modern societies. 
While there exists a rich theoretical and artistic tradition within literary and cultural studies, and a wealth of research investigating representations of oil, energy, and community within literature, film, and other arts, only recently has energy been taken up in a serious way by social scientists, the humanities, and those interested in the way human society and life itself is an extension of energy and energetic processes. Through developing a more universal theory of energy, scholars in the field of Energy Humanities are helping to complicate our ideas about just what is and is not ‘energy’ and ‘power’, as well as make visible the processes and materiality of these two entities. From oil as a social relation (Huber, 2013) to energopower (Boyle, 2014), Energy Humanity scholars continue to push our conception of energy beyond that of either an abstract force or discrete object. Rather, they introduce us to the understanding that energy constitutes a crucial node within capitalist life, and has historically been a cultural and ideological force. Further, it is through these critical interventions and creative approaches that we might begin to actively engage in rethinking, reworking, and ultimately transforming our energy systems.

While informed by the complete spectrum of work on energy and oil, this comprehensive exam traces literature more aligned with political economy, critical studies, and sociology -- that which theorizes energy and fossil fuels as powerful forces underlying both historical and modern life. This field is divided into three major sections: 1) Energy and modernity, 2) Energy, power, & politics, and 3) Resistance and alternative futures. As a way into each of these sections, the following questions have guided my exploration of the literature:
· (Historically,) how has energy extraction shaped the evolution of industrial and (modern/consumer) capitalism?
· What do critical theories of energy, power, and politics tell us about the organization of contemporary society (and our dependence on fossil fuels)? 
· What do ideas and insights stemming from Energy Humanities teach us about the making of particular identities and subjectivities?
· How does extractivism influence the establishment of contemporary petro-states?
· How can critical approaches, such as socialist, feminist, and indigenous perspectives, alter our understanding of oil dependency and offer meaningful, radical alternatives to our current forms of energy relations?
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